




Aspley Guise Green Infrastructure Plan 
 
Introduction 
 
This Green Infrastructure Plan has been prepared for Aspley Guise Parish Council by the Greensand 
Trust in response to the recommendations included in the Aspley Guise Parish Plan, which was adopted 
by the Parish Council in July 2007. The Plan identifies the key elements of the existing Green 
Infrastructure in the village and identifies how these could be enhanced in the future. It also sets out the 
minimum measures required to avoid coalescence between the existing village settlement and the 
proposed expansion of Milton Keynes into the area north of the railway line if these proposals are 
adopted as part of the East of England Plan and Mid Beds Core Strategy.  
 
Policy Background. 

 
The Milton Keynes long-term Growth 
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Strategy to 2031 proposes the growth of the 
City in a south easterly direction around 
Wavendon, Woburn Sands and into Mid 
Beds towards Aspley Guise and Husborne 
Crawley.  
 
The emerging East of England Regional 
Spatial Strategy Policy ENV1 States: 
Areas and networks of green infrastructure 
will be identified, protected, created, 
extended, enhanced, managed and 
maintained throughout the Region to ensure 
that an improved and healthy environment is 
available for the benefit of present and 
future communities. This will be particularly 
important in those areas identified to 

ccommodate the largest amounts of growth in the region, whether or not officially recognised as such in 
he Sustainable Communities Plan. 

ocal development documents will: 
 define a multiple hierarchy of GI in terms of location; function, sizes and levels of use, at every spatial 
cale and across all areas of the region based on an analysis of existing natural, historic, cultural and 

andscape assets, including the identification of new assets required to deliver green infrastructure; 
 identify and require the retention and provision of substantial connected networks of greenspace, in 
rban, urban fringe and adjacent countryside areas to serve the new communities in the sub region by 
021; and  
 ensure that policies have regard to the economic and social as well as environmental benefits of 
reen infrastructure assets. 

n accordance with this policy Mid Beds District Council have expressed the intention of putting GI Plans 
n place at Strategic, District and Parish level. The Bedfordshire & Luton Strategic Green Infrastructure 
lan was produced in February 2007 by the Bedfordshire & Luton Green Infrastructure Consortium with 

he identified GI networks incorporated into the emerging Mid Beds Core Strategy. A Mid Beds GI Plan is 
n production and it is intended that Parish GI Plans are also produced in conjunction with local 
ommunities. Aspley Guise was seen as a priority parish for a GI Plan with the proposals for growth both 
n and surrounding the Parish. 



Definition of Green Infrastructure 
 
Green Infrastructure is a strategically planned 
and managed network of green spaces, access 
routes, wildlife habitats, landscapes and historic 
features which meet the needs of existing and 
new communities by providing: 
• an essential environmental foundation and 
support system 
• a healthy and diverse environment  
• attractive places to live and visit 
• a good quality of life  
• a sustainable future 
 
Green infrastructure assets include: 

• Accessible Greenspace 
• Country parks  
• Green corridors 
• Urban parks and gardens 
• Habitats for wildlife including nature reserves, 
Sites. 
• Historic parks and gardens and historic landsca
• Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
• Waterways and water bodies, including flooded
• Public rights of way and cycleways  
• Allotments 
• Children’s play space 
• Formal sports facilities  
• Cemeteries 
 
The network will be multi-functional and meet a wid
The green infrastructure network will be protected,
known and valued. It will be of high quality and an 
urban and rural settlements and the countryside an
promote sustainable development. 
 
 
Aim of this Plan 

To identify the key existing natural, histo
greenspace and rights of way and to plan new

green infrastructure for the bene

Objectives 
• To protect and where possible enhance the lan
• Improve access and links for people and wildlif
• To provide a multi functional green infrastructu
• To provide a source of information and guidanc
formulating land use plans. 
• Promote community involvement 
• To identify projects and produce an action plan
 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest and County Wildlife 
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e range of social, environmental and economic needs. 
 conserved, enhanced and developed, and widely 
example of best practice and innovation. It will connect 
d provide a spatial planning framework to guide and 

ric, cultural and landscape assets, accessible 
 features that will provide a connected network of 
fit of present and future generations. 

 

dscape, biodiversity and the historic environment 
e  
re network 
e for planners, landowners and developers in 

 to implement projects. 



Methodology
A series of themed maps for: 
• Landscape 
• Historic heritage
• Biodiversity
• Open Space and Recreation 
have been produced by the BRMC 
showing the environmental information 
available to them from their own and 
County Council sources. Two detailed
studies on Landscape Character
[Aspley Triangle Landscape Sensitivity
Study – Land Use Consultants January
2007] and Biodiversity Character 
[Biodiversity Character Study of Area
North of Aspley Guise – Greensand Trust
December 2006] were undertaken for
part of the area and relevant
information has been included.
GI information has been included form
the Strategic GI Plan [Bedfordshire &
Luton Strategic Green Infrastructure Plan – B&L Green Infrastructure Consortium – February 2007] and the
emerging GI Plan for Mid Bedfordshire. 
Themed maps and a composite map were made available to a Working Group of local volunteers and 
Parish Councillors to allow the Group to draft GI proposals for the Parish. The draft plan was displayed at 
a public consultation at the Village Hall on March 27th 2008 attended by 170 people. [The redrafted plan 
was adopted by the Parish Council in June 2008.

Landscape [Map 2] 
The landscape map shows contour lines to illustrate the relief of the land.  It also shows the floodplain,
highlighting in blue the areas at risk from a 1 in a 100 chance of flooding.
In the Mid Beds Landscape Assessment [Land Use Consultants August 2007] the southern section of the
parish of Aspley Guise is placed in the Woburn Greensand Ridge Character Area [6a] with the northern 
part in the Salford Aspley Clay Vale [5c]. The Ridge rises relatively steeply from the clay vale and is a 
well wooded landscape with farmland and parkland. The clay vale part of the parish, demarcated along
its southern edge by the railway line, is relatively flat, low-lying and mostly arable but contains some
important remnant ridge and furrow grasslands.  The M1 motorway forms the northern boundary. The
sparse settlement pattern and strong agricultural influence in the vale provides an open contrast to that of 
the wooded, settled ridge.  The prominent ridgeline forms a strong backdrop and skyline to the flat clay 
vale and landscapes to the north.  In addition the vale is generally flat which emphasises the steep
Greensand Ridge slopes.  The buildings in the village are red brick and ironstone, which is consistent
with adjacent settlements on the ridge, creating a strong settlement character.

Although key views are not represented on the map they are essential when considering the landscape 
of the area.  There are extensive views to the ridge from across a wide area of the vale.  Of note are the 
views from the A421, Brogorough and the Cranfield plateau.  Any development within the Aspley Guise
triangle would be prominent in all of these views. There are also important views coming from the ridge,
although these tend to be filtered through tree cover.  The most important of these are from the Church of
St. Botolphs and local properties in Aspley Guise and from the footpath crossing Crawley Hall Park. The
key views to the vale are from Brogborough Hill, Salford Road to the north (close to Brook Farm and Mill
Lane) and from the A421 notably the eastern part of the area where Hayfield Farm is prominent on a low 
hill.  From the vale there are long views up Salford Road to the backdrop of the ridge and from Berry 
Lane eastwards to Castle Hill.
To the south of the village there are extensive and attractive views towards Woburn Park and Woburn 
Village that are much valued by the local community and would be very sensitive to any development.
“The Clump” a group of mostly conifers on a mound surrounded by arable fields is an iconic landscape
feature that has been adopted as the logo of the local school.
More detailed information, general landscape guidance and specific guidance on any development in the 
Aspley Triangle area is given in the Aspley Triangle Landscape Sensitivity Study – Land Use Consultants
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January 2007. The advice from section 5c is detailed below with the sketch map which identifies the most 
sensitive areas within the Triangle.  
    

 
 
New development design guidance: 
 
• Conserve the area as the setting and foreground to the ridge – this particularly relates to the eastern 
part of the triangle which is the immediate setting to Husborne Crawley and Castle Hill and is visible in as 
the foreground in expansive views from Brogborough Hill; 
• Avoid development on high points as at Hayfield Farm which are prominent in local views. 
• Conserve the open vale landscape immediately north of Aspley Guise station to conserve the 
distinctiveness and contrast of the vale and the ridge transition; 
• Conserve and enhance the historic field pattern, notably early enclosure boundaries - seek to retain a 
network of boundaries in any masterplan for new development  
• Conserve and enhance remnant areas of wet pasture and consider opportunities to extend these 
areas; 
• Conserve the minor watercourses that cross the vale and consider opportunities to enhance their 
setting – by creating a pasture buffer area and riparian tree planting;   
• Avoid mass tree screening that could further reduce and blur the distinction between the open vale 
and wooded Greensand slopes – careful consideration will need to be given to appropriate small scale 
planting around development, probably through reinforcement of existing hedgerow boundaries;     
• Consider opportunities for any new residential development to reflect the settlement vernacular of the 
Greensand ridge (ironstone and red brick); 
• Consider the effects of lighting schemes, associated with any new development, on the setting of the 
ridge – the aim should be to retain a ‘dark’ rural backdrop;  
• Safeguard an appropriate area in relation to any future M1 widening scheme 
• Conserve the rural setting of Salford village 
• Conserve and enhance access links with adjacent landscapes and notably the Green Lane link 
across the M1;  
• Ensure appropriate management of the potentially increased recreational use of adjacent landscapes 
(notably the heaths and woodlands of the Greensand Ridge).   



Historic Environment [Map 3] 
The name Aspley Guise is derived from Aspelia De Guise or the aspen clearing of the De Guise family. 
Roman pottery found when digging the foundations of a house on Aspley Hill in 1958, provides evidence 
that the area has been inhabited from early times.  Aspley is first mentioned in a charter of 969 when 
King Edgar granted 15 hides in the parish to his thegn Alfwold (a relative of the King's by marriage). It is 
listed in the Domesday Book with 25 families. The next 700 years saw little growth - just 82 families living 
here by 1782 but by 1901 there were over 1600 residents. It has three historic houses of note – Aspley 
House, Guise House and the Old House. The former was built in 1695 in the style of Christopher Wren 
and altered circa 1750 and again later. In the eighteenth century Guise House and its grounds were 
home to Aspley Classical Academy, a school said to rival Eton and Harrow. The Old House is timbered 
and dates from 1575 with some Georgian alterations. The village has many other fine examples of early 
Georgian architecture. The Parish Church is dedicated to St Botolph. During the Second World War, 
Aspley Guise was home to several 'Top Secret' facilities notably The Rookery, a secluded Victorian 
mansion, connected with the code-breaking operations at Bletchley Park and 'black-propaganda' 
broadcasting to occupied Europe from Woburn Abbey.  
The table below gives a brief summary of each site shown on the Historic Environment Map. This 
information is from the Historic Environment Record, at County Hall in Bedford.  

Number Site Description 
2487 Windmill Recorded on this site as late as 1901. 
2488 Sand Pit Shown on enclosure map of 1761. 
2489 Brickworks Brickfield and kiln probably operating between 1877-1906. 

2490/ 2493/ 
2494/ 2495 

Sand Pits Late 19th century. 

2491 Sand Pit Mentioned in enclosure award 1761 as an ancient right of sand 
digging of the rector and parishioners. 

2492 Clay Pit Shown on 1st OS map (1883). 
2496 Earthwork Seems to be a railway embankment which must have once carried 

the track way for a siding from the main line into a pit. 
2636 Mill Farm Appears to have been built after c. 1745. 
3686 Garden Feature Garden low terrace wall has 2 late 17th century red brick gate piers. 
3690 Gate Post & Wall Garden features at Aspley House. 
4421 Earthwork Seems to be an old stream course. 
5121 Ridge and furrow Relatively little ridge and furrow survives in the parish due to 

modern day agricultural practice. 
7015 Grounds Historic Parkland. 
8697 Mill Dismantled by 1761 and a sand pit totally removed the site later. 
9700 Grounds Park improved by Humphrey Repton. 
10109 Braiton Bridge Recorded from court rolls in 1592. 
10110 ?Windmill site Site covered by tarmac of houses but estate map c.1745 shows a 

field called ‘Old Windmill Furlong’. 
10111 Possible Warren A small hummock with a patch of woodland.  It may represent a 

residual of a pit upcast or the only remains of a warren referred to 
in documents. 

10112 Medieval Manor 
house moat 

Old manor house site occupied by buildings and gardens, including 
standing manor house. 

10113 Gravel Pit May have been working when the siding was in use, however, the 
subsoil is sand not gravel. 

10114 Aspley Mills Probable site of Domesday mill, with associated watercourses.  
The dam is still in existence below the estate road. 

10119 Aspley Woods A number of wood boundary ditches were observed around the 
ancient woodland. 

10450 Aspley Lane Agger and terraceway. 
10451 Agger  
10452 Hollow way  
11246 Roman Pottery Found in 1958 during digging of house foundation. 
11594 Railway Bedford to Bletchley Line 
15365 Fish Ponds A series of ponds widened from an existing watercourse. Origin 

uncertain, possibly associated with post-medieval landscaping. 
16860 The Downes emorial  
16892 Mount Pleasant Possible medieval settlement. 

 [For further information about historic areas in the parish contact the Historic Environment Information Officer at 
Bedfordshire County Council (Tel: 01234 228 072 or Email: Stephen.coleman@bedscc.gov.uk).] 

mailto:Stephen.coleman@bedscc.gov.uk




The main historic areas shown on the Map include the boundary of Aspley Wood an ancient woodland 
site now much affected by planted conifers and quarrying but retaining some ancient boundary banks; 
the parkland to the east of the village; the historic medieval settlement core; the Conservation Area; and 
the ridge and furrow fields mostly to the north of the railway line. 
 
Biodiversity  [Map 4]  
This map shows the County Wildlife Sites and other important habitats such as meadows and 
hedgerows.   
The southern part of the parish is dominated by Aspley Wood, part of the much larger Wavendon Heaths 
and Aspley Woods County Wildlife Site [CWS], that contains ancient woodland heath and acid grassland. 
Areas of semi improved permanent grasslands are mapped, two of which have been identified as CWS 
and a third has recently been recognised as an important example of a lowland hay meadow.  This is 
particularly significant because lowland meadows are a national priority habitat and one of the rarest 
grassland types in Eastern England.  There are only three meadows in Bedfordshire known to be of a 
similar type and quality and all these are recognised as nationally important and are designated Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest. In the Aspley Triangle other features of wildlife interest include seasonally and 
permanently wet water courses, hedgerows, ponds and field margins. Species of importance include 
badger, hibernating brown long-eared bats, brown hares and great crested newt with great burnet and 
sneezewort in the lowland hay meadow.  
 
[For further details of the biodiversity refer to the Biodiversity Character Study of Area North of Aspley 
Guise – Greensand Trust December 2006.] 
 
 
Open Space, Access and Recreation Map [Map 5] 
This map shows the positions of open spaces within the Parish.  Publicly accessible spaces are those 
shaded in dark green.  The Rights of Way network (correct for May 2006, subsequent changes are not 
shown and therefore the location of paths is not guaranteed) is marked on the map as it is key to 
providing access to open spaces.  Barriers, such as motorways and railway lines are highlighted in red to 
emphasise the need for crossing points where sections of green infrastructure could be linked.   
 
Accessible open space in the Parish is dominated by Aspley Wood which forms the eastern part of the 
800 acres of the Aspley Woods Access Agreement area. This area is owned by the Bedford Estate and 
the Access Agreement is with Beds County Council and Milton Keynes Council. An on the ground ranger 
service is provided by the Greensand Trust and there are a series of way marked pedestrian, bike and 
horse trails. There is a popular mountain biking area for young people just outside the Parish boundary. 
Although well used by local people the area receives large numbers of visitors not only from Milton 
Keynes but also Bedford and the Luton/Dunstable conurbation as well.   
There is a sports field north of West Hill and two areas for informal recreation to the north of Mill Hill, one 
including a children’s play area. The Woburn Sands and Aspley Guise Golf Course occupies the area 
south of the railway between Woburn Sands and Aspley Guise. Concern has been expressed that new 
residential development adjacent to the boundary of the Golf Course can increase the safety measures 
needed to protect the public and could upset the viability of the course.  There is no accessible 
greenspace to the north of the railway line. 
 
The village is served by Aspley Guise railway station, a small station on the Marston Vale Line. The M1 
and A421 form the northern boundary of the Parish and although there are three footbridges across the 
motorway there are only at grade crossings of the busy A421 which prevents greater use of these links to 
the north.  There are five footpath crossings of the railway.  National Cycle Route 51 from Milton Keynes 
to Sandy crosses the motorway at the north west corner of the Parish.  Apart from the off road facilities 
provided by the Aspley Woods Access Agreement Area the bridleway network is disjointed and 
unsatisfactory.   







Green Infrastructure Proposals [map 6] 
 
1. An area of green infrastructure will be required north of Aspley Guise Station and either side of the 
Salford Road if new development is permitted within the Aspley Guise triangle.  The proposed area 
shown on the map is the minimum area that would prevent coalescence of any new development with the 
existing village, allowing Aspley Guise to retain its integrity and to preserve the distinction between the 
ridge and the transition to the vale.  It would encompass the important grasslands identified in the 
biodiversity report and some of the ridge and furrow fields so they can be protected and buffered against 
inappropriate adjacent land uses or activities.  This area could provide some of the necessary informal 
and formal open space for the residents of the new development.  However if this was the case most of 
the area would need to be bought into unified management and carefully zoned to prevent damage or 
destruction of the key features. The future ownership of any land needs to ensure that the land is 
protected in perpetuity and not subject to future encroachment. 
 
2. An area of green infrastructure is identified south of the Railway line linking from 1 above to the 
existing green infrastructure. 

 
3. Sensitive landscape areas need to be protected to preserve important views and the character of the 
area. 

a. Hayfield farm is an elevated hill visible in views from the north and prominent in the 
foreground to the ridge.  

 
b. The area near junction 13 is important in views from Brogborough Hill and forms the 

foreground setting to the Greensand Ridge (Husborne Crawley and Castle Hill).  Serious 
consideration of the landscape value of these areas must be taken into account.  

 
c. Any development on the slope running west from Brogborough towards Hulcote and Salford 

would seriously affect the views from Aspley Guise and destroy any open gap between the 
expanding Milton Keynes and the developments in the Marston Vale. 

 
d. The landscape and views to the south of the village are a high priority for conservation. 

Proposals for the sustainable management of the “Clump” need to be developed with the 
landowner.  

 
4. Off-road access routes are essential to link any new development to the surrounding countryside.  

Wherever possible they should be more like green lanes than narrow footpaths, being more attractive 
and beneficial for wildlife.   
 

a. Green corridors across the proposed development areas to provide access to open country to 
the north of the M1. These will link with the existing motorway crossings along the line of 
water courses and existing rights of way but safe crossings of the A421 will be required to 
make them effective.   

 
b. Existing off road links towards Woburn and to the Aspley Woods Complex are proposed for 

upgrading to provide safe off road links for both the existing community and to deal with 
increased pressure from any new developments.   

 
5. Aspley Woods will require increased resources for capital and maintenance as pressure on this 
recreational facility increases.   

 
6. The route of the proposed Milton Keynes to Bedford Waterway Park is shown although the route is 
only indicative at this time.  This is a major green infrastructure project that seeks to complete a missing 
link in the national waterway network between the Great Ouse at Bedford and the Grand Union Canal at 
Milton Keynes. The project is specifically supported by the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS14) which 
identifies it as an asset “of particular regional significance for the retention, provision and enhancement of 
green infrastructure” (Policy ENV1), Any associated towpath proposals would provide a valuable link to 
the east under the motorway and into the heart of Marston Vale.  

 
7. Consider options for traffic management of Salford Road in light of possible new developments. 
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