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Welcome to the second edition of the BRCC Yearbook, 
which is intended to give you an idea of the range and 
value of BRCC’s activities over the last 12 months. 

There is a double-page spread for each of our main areas: 
Supporting Communities, Rural Development and Community 
Transport.

This Yearbook marks my first full year as Chief Executive, 
having taken over from Janet Ridge in April 2014. BRCC has 
continued to evolve over that time: most notably we have 
entered the Development Phase for Secrets of the Sands, 
an HLF Landscape Partnership programme that could bring 
in £1.66m to conserve and enhance the heritage of the 
Greensand Ridge area for the benefit of local communities 
(you can read more on page 6).  BRCC now has a new 3-year 
business plan, available to read on our website, which has 
also been re-launched during the year. 

We have also continued to build on our core strengths of 
supporting local communities and working to improve the 
lives of more isolated and disadvantaged people. The quality 
of our work, as well as the governance and management of 
the organisation, was given the seal of approval recently by 
an external assessor for the ACRE Quality Standard, which is 
endorsed by the Charity Commission. 

Our membership of ACRE makes us part of an England-wide 
network of Rural Community Councils. With our longstanding 
national funding from Defra under threat amidst budget cuts, 
it has never been more important to pull together as a Network 
to address common challenges across rural England. BRCC’s 
contribution to this has been to begin developing a national 
Good Neighbours Network based around Rural Community 
Councils, funded by the Centre for Social Action Innovation 
Fund (managed by Nesta). This will see Good Neighbour 
schemes such as we support in Bedfordshire being set up in 
more rural areas across the country in order to provide low 
level support to isolated people in need.

I hope you enjoy finding out more about BRCC within these 
pages.

Jon Boswell
October 2015

ABOUT
THIS YEARBOOK
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2015
   ● January  The New Year sees the start of our project 
to develop a national Good Neighbours Network, funded by the 
Centre for Social Action Innovation Fund (managed by Nesta). 
During 2015/6, BRCC will support Rural Community Councils in 
Yorkshire, Cumbria, Lincolnshire, Buckinghamshire and Sussex 
to set up new Good Neighbour schemes.

   ● February Funding from JobCentrePlus enables BRCC 
to continue operating its Wheels2Work programme across 
Bedfordshire for the rest of 2015. Meanwhile, Bedford Borough 
Council agrees to remove the requirement for our Door to 
Door dial-a-ride members to give up their bus passes. This has 
encouraged a number of new members to join, and enables 
clients to enjoy more flexibility in their use of both public and 
community transport services.

   ● March Launch of the Biggleswade Green Wheel at 
Jordans Mill by BRCC Patron Bill Jordan (see p.5).

   ● April The Bridge project, which is providing  
volunteering, training and employment opportunities for 
recovering drug and alcohol users, takes on participants as paid 
employees for the first time. The 4 new staff members work 
part-time in entry-level horticulture roles in our glasshouse at 
Stockwood Discovery Centre in Luton.

   ● May Over 200 new vines, the first for almost 30 
years, are planted at Warden Abbey Community Vineyard 

2014
   ● October   Two BRCC projects, Jubilee 
Wood in Biggleswade and Ridgmont Station 
Heritage Centre (see p.8), are awarded a 
prestigious CPRE Mark and CPRE Silver Award 
respectively at the CPRE Bedfordshire Living 
Countryside Awards. Meanwhile, our Lottery-
funded Community Transport project, Wheels in 
Motion (see p.9) launches its new rural dial-a-
ride service.

   ● November HLF announces the success of our 
Stage 1 application to its Landscape Partnerships 
Programme for the Greensand Ridge area, called 
‘Secrets of the Sands’ (see p.6). A grant of £1.66m 
over 5 years has been earmarked.

● December BRCC’s Disclosure and Barring 
Service (formerly CRB) checking service passes 
the milestone of 10,000 checks on behalf of BRCC 
members. The service has provided valuable support 
since 2002 to organisations recruiting volunteers 
and paid staff, and has a high level of satisfaction 
among its nearly 200 users. 
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(see p.7). The cost of over £2,000 was raised by our highly 
successful “Grow Your Tenner” fund-raising campaign, which 
subsequently wins Localgiving’s fundraising innovation award. 
Meanwhile, the new BRCC website goes live.

   ● June BRCC is re-assessed at Level 3 (the highest level) 
of the ACRE Quality Standard. It is later confirmed that we 
have passed, meaning that the Standard will apply for a 
further 4 years. 

   ● July Ridgmont Station Tea Rooms and Heritage Centre 
receives TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence 2015. At the 
time of writing there were 77 user reviews, 62 of which rated 
it as ‘Excellent’.

   ● August The end of Progress to Education, Training and 
Employment, a 1-year ESF project led by BRCC to help people 
with autism, mental health conditions 
or a learning disability to 
address barriers to the 
labour market (see p.7). 

   ● September BRCC signs 
a contract with the Rural 
Payments Agency to deliver 
two major European-funded 
LEADER Rural Development 
Programmes across most of 
rural Bedfordshire and parts 
of Cambridgeshire. The Beds & 
Hunts Claylands and Greensand 
Ridge Local Action Groups will 
invest a total of up to around 
£3m in the area up to 2020. 
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Aself-employed man living in a village 
became very unwell and needed to be 
cared for by his wife. Being unable to 

work was causing considerable stress and 
confusion over available benefits. They 
were struggling to pay bills and were left 
with little money for food. 

The couple contacted ‘Just Ask!’, BRCC’s rural 
information and support service funded by 
Bedford Borough Council, and were visited at 
home by one of our Village Agents. She helped 
the husband apply for Personal Independence 
Payments, which were backdated to when 
he fell ill, and to access a Food Bank to help 
them manage until the money came through. 

A lady in her 90s had recently had a stroke and 
had already had several falls. Her husband 
needed someone to sit with her while he got 
on with other tasks.  Our Village Agent asked 
a previous client who lived within walking 
distance of the couple and had experience 
of caring for people. This lady was happy to 
sit when needed, and the couple now have 
greater peace of mind.

These are just two examples of the outcomes 
delivered by our seven Village Agents, who 
help people living in the rural parts of the 
borough to gain information and practical 
support so that they can make clearer choices 
about their lives and start tackling anything 
that might be troubling them. Most clients 
are older, and many live alone with no family 
or friends locally to turn to. They may have 
disabilities or face difficult life circumstances 
such as illness, bereavement, unemployment 
or divorce. 

Information and support 
One client had just moved into the area, so 
was unsure what services were available.  She 
needed to get around, so the Agent provided 
information on transport options. She was 
nervous about home security, so the Agent 
informed her about the Bobby Van scheme 
and gave her a light timer to fool potential 
burglars. Regarding social activities and 
volunteering opportunities, she was delighted 

to hear of the local cribbage club as well as 
Volunteer Centre Bedford. The lady now feels 
more confident in her new surroundings, 
and has information to help her become 
established within her community.

Another Agent supported a client with 
disabilities, firstly with making a successful 
application for Attendance Allowance, then 
with a referral to Occupational Health for 
modifications to her bed. She now feels much 
more confident getting in and out of bed, 
which is improving the quality of her sleep; 
and is sufficiently confident to tackle other 
major improvements with support from her 
Agent, including replacing her boiler.

Agent now in Potton
With Village Agents achieving such positive 
results in Bedford Borough we have long 
been keen to roll out the project to Central 
Bedfordshire. Thanks to funding from Potton 
Consolidated Charity, we now employ a 

Community Agent in Potton for three days 
a week. Her time is split between visiting 
clients one-to-one and working with local 
people to set up new initiatives to improve 
the health and wellbeing of older and more 
vulnerable residents.

One example is a project helping residents to 
develop new IT skills using tablet computers, 
proving that age need be no barrier to the 
delights of online shopping, internet research 
and social media. The training sessions are 
already transforming lives: thanks to email 
and Skype, an older person living on their own 
in Potton can keep in touch with relatives on 
the other side of the world, sharing all the 
up to the minute details about graduations, 
weddings, and new babies - much as if they 
lived next door. 
 

Justine Hunt on (01234) 832648   
or at justineh@bedsrcc.org.uk
‘Just Ask!’ Freephone 0800 039 1234

SUPPORTING        COMMUNITIES

Village Agents help to find the answers in rural areas...
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Image:  
Potton Community Agent Andrea MacAdam 

helping residents to develop IT skills  
Copyright © 2015 Andy Buckley



Image:  
Two young cyclists enjoy  
the Biggleswade Green Wheel
Copyright © 2015 Ellen Andrews

PROJECT FACT FILE

Neighbourhood Planning
BRCC has provided support to 14  ●
Neighbourhood Planning areas to date

46 Parishes in the county have had a  ●
Housing Needs Survey conducted by 
BRCC in the last 5 years 

 
Biggleswade Green Wheel: 

Walking / cycle route is 7.5 miles (12km) ●

2,700m of new paths created, and  ●
2,500m of existing paths surfaced

10,000 trees planted (including Jubilee  ●
Wood and BRCC’s Diamond Jubilee 
Orchard) and over 2,000 bulbs.

Jubilee Wood won prestigious CPRE Mark  ●
in 2014
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People Powered Planning...

BRCC now supports Neighbourhood 
Plans, a new form of statutory 
planning document that enables 

local communities to set out how their 
town or parish should develop over the 
next 15 to 20 years.  
 
One Plan that BRCC has been supporting 

this year is for Studham, a parish at the very 
south of Bedfordshire. 
 
The initial driver for the Studham Plan was the recent 
planning approval of a significant housing development 
in the face of local opposition, leading parishioners to 
want more of a say in the future growth of the village.
 
A key priority for the Neighbourhood Planning Committee 
was to identify the housing needs of local people. BRCC 
had been carrying out local Housing Needs Surveys for 
many years, and had already done so for a number of 
Neighbourhood Planning groups. The Studham Housing 
Needs Survey enjoyed a very high response rate of 36%, 
and identified the levels and types of housing that would 
help to meet the needs of local people. The next step will 
be to produce a detailed questionnaire for all Studham 
residents; then, after further consultation, present a 
draft Neighbourhood Plan.
 
According to Committee Chair Mike Dowd, “We have found 
our engagement with BRCC entirely positive throughout. 
The staff are very well informed and extremely helpful. 
Their advice has been practical and professional, and 
has saved us a great deal of time.”

Jemma McLean on (01234) 834932   
or at jemmam@bedsrcc.org.uk
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The Wheel Deal...

Green Wheels are multi-user access routes around 
communities which pass through corridors of landscape, 
habitat and heritage interest.

BRCC is at the forefront of developing these community assets, 
in partnership with Central Bedfordshire Council and local town 
and parish councils. They are particularly valuable in providing 
access to green space and supporting biodiversity around areas of 
significant housing growth, such as the Ivel Valley. 

The Biggleswade Green Wheel, on which BRCC has worked for 
several years, was launched in March 2015 by BRCC Patron Bill 
Jordan at Jordans Mill. In addition to creating and surfacing 
walking and cycling routes, new benches, signage and information 
boards have been installed along the route. 

The Green Wheel will continue to develop and improve: still to 
come are additional path creation / surfacing works and tree and 
bulb planting; installation of bird and bat boxes; and community 
arts features, including more seating.

Community involvement has always been key to the project. 
This year has seen BRCC set up the Friends of Biggleswade Green 
Wheel (find it on Facebook), a volunteer scheme specifically to 
maintain and promote the Wheel.

Elsewhere in the Ivel Valley, the past 12 months have also seen the 
adoption of the Sandy Green Wheel Masterplan and much behind-
the-scenes work exploring the possibility of a Green Wheel in the 
Etonbury area.

Cliff Andrews on (01234) 832617   
or at cliffa@bedsrcc.org.uk



In November 2014, the Heritage Lottery 
Fund (HLF) awarded a Stage 1 pass for 
a £1.66 million grant for the ‘Secrets of 

the Sands’ Landscape Partnership for the 
Greensand Ridge.  The success of the bid, 
led by BRCC and the Greensand Trust, was 
the culmination of three years’ work, but 
now the hard work was to begin in earnest.
  
The Greensand Ridge is an attractive swathe 
of fragile environmental, historic and cultural 
assets extending for 35 miles from Leighton 
Buzzard to Gamlingay. The lightness and 
acidity of the Ridge’s sandy soils led it to be 
considered for centuries as ‘marginal land’ 
amidst the more fertile surrounding clay 
vales. 

Consequently, it came to be used by 
landowners for hunting, recreation, forestry, 
heathland and livestock grazing. They built 
manor houses for themselves, and estate 
villages for their workers. It is these historic 
uses that have shaped the landscape that we 
see today. 

Raising awareness
One of the key issues in developing the bid 
was identifying the specific threats to this 
distinctive and valuable landscape. What 
we uncovered, through discussions with 
local people, conservation organisations and 
other stakeholders, was not a single, clearly 
identifiable threat. 

Rather, the character of the area had been 
gradually declining for decades due to the 
changing economics of land use, and modern 
built development – and that this had gone 
largely unnoticed. Many of the people 
who live within and around the Greensand 
Ridge weren’t aware of the heritage of the 
landscape, and so weren’t engaging with 
what was available on their doorstep. 

By bringing together key partners, the scheme 
aims to unlock some of the ‘Secrets of the 
Sands’, reverse some of the decline, raise 
awareness amongst local people and visitors of 
the area’s unique heritage, and involve them 
in creating a sustainable future for the Ridge. 

Progress and future plans
Since the beginning of 2015, the Partnership 
has been hard at work on the Development 
Phase of the scheme. A Programme Manager 
has been appointed, and a Partnership Board 
of key stakeholders established. We have 
appointed consultants to carry out a range of 
specialist tasks, such as helping us to identify 
areas of distinctive character, map them and 
describe them. 

Over the coming months we will work up all 
of the various connecting programme threads 
in great detail. These include the restoration, 
conservation and promotion of key habitats 
such as heathland and acid grassland, 
ancient and broadleaved woodland, historic 
parkland and wood pasture; the development 
of interpretation, events and other means 
of engaging audiences in the area; and 
developing heritage skills and community 
involvement.

 

By the autumn of 2016, we will have submitted 
our Landscape Character Action Plan (LCAP) 
for the Greensand Ridge to the HLF for 
approval. This will be our ‘manifesto’ for the 
landscape, its people and its communities, 
embodying the shared aspirations and 
intentions of the Partnership and providing 
a coherent vision for the HLF funding and 
beyond. If the LCAP is approved, we are able 
to start drawing down the £1.66 million grant 
to deliver our ambitions for the area. 

Get involved
If you would like to contribute to this work, 
we would like to hear from you about what 
makes the Greensand Ridge special to you. We 
will also be running a number of workshops 
and events over the coming months to help us 
identify projects and priorities for action on 
the Greensand Ridge.  

Claire Poulton on 07534 484 971   
or at clairep@bedsrcc.org.uk

RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

Greensand Ridge begins to reveal its secrets...
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View towards Shuttleworth  College,

one of many beautiful viewpoints on the Greensand Ridge
Copyright © 2015 Lisa King 



Old and New LAGs...

Towards the end of 2014, BRCC received confirmation from 
Defra that it would be able to draw down nearly £3m in 
LEADER funding to invest in the local rural economy, on 

behalf of two Local Action Groups (LAGs). LEADER is a ‘bottom-
up’ approach to European rural development funding that 
enables funding to be managed by local stakeholders.

While the Greensand Ridge LAG had previously existed, the 
other group had recently been set up by BRCC to bring LEADER 
funding to the north Bedfordshire and west Huntingdonshire 
‘Claylands’ area.  Although the new area falls across two 
counties, it is a coherent area unified by the River Great Ouse as 
well as its clay soils, and is a good size for a Local Action Group. 

BRCC engaged with rural businesses and other stakeholders to 
gain support for the idea and identify investment priorities, 
which emerged as local food & drink, small-scale rural tourism, 
rural services and micro-enterprises, and resource efficiency and 
renewable energy. The over-riding theme for the Beds & Hunts 
Claylands LAG was ‘Promoting Localism’.

With the southern tip of the county being covered by the 
Chilterns Local Action Group, for the first time all of rural 
Bedfordshire is covered by Local Action Groups and can apply 
for LEADER funding. The spring and summer of 2015 has been 
spent recruiting delivery staff, undergoing training and building 
interest in the funding programmes which are due to launch in 
autumn 2015.

Ian Campbell on (01234) 832612  
or at ianc@bedsrcc.org.uk  

PROJECT FACT FILE

Progress to Education, Training and Employment
107 participants enrolled and given  ●
Information, Advice and Guidance

23 participants went on volunteering or  ●
work experience placements

14 participants gained some form of  ●
employment

 
Rural Development Programmes

80 Local Action Groups (LAGs) approved  ●
across rural England

Nearly £3m in LEADER funding can be  ●
spent across the two LAGs between 2015 
and 2020

£1.5m distributed by the Greensand  ●
Ridge LAG in the previous round of 
LEADER (2008 to 2013) 
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PETE lends a hand...

Over the last year, BRCC led 
an innovative project across 
Bedfordshire called PETE (Progress 

to Education, Training and Employment), 
which helped over 100 adults with 
a mental health condition, learning 
disability and/or autism into work or to 
increase their employability.

Each participant was assigned a Health 
& Well-being Adviser within one of our 

partners (Mind BLMK, Autism Bedfordshire and Co-
operation Matters), who provided initial assessment, 
IAG (Information, Advice and Guidance) and ongoing 
support to address their health or disability-related 
barriers to work. BRCC assisted participants in accessing 
work experience, volunteering opportunities and gaining 
employment.

One participant had been out of work for many years 
battling depression and anxiety. His passion has always 
been driving, and whilst being involved in PETE he built 
up the confidence to apply for a driving job with a local 
garden centre. He was offered the post over a number 
of other candidates. The participant had once thought 
that he would never work again, as his self-esteem was 
at rock bottom - but now after gaining employment his 
confidence is at an all-time high, stating that “I now feel I 
am a somebody after 7 years of feeling like a nobody”. 

Another participant said “I don’t think anyone could 
ever understand the impact this project has had on my 
wellbeing. Sometimes I wouldn’t even want to get out 
of bed, but this project made me realise there is a light 
at the end of the tunnel”.

Tony Nash on (01582) 832641  
or at tonyn@bedsrcc.org.uk



The Marston Vale Community Rail 
Partnership (MVCRP), managed by 
BRCC, was identified in a 2015 report 

by the Association for Community Rail 
Partnerships (ACoRP) as one of the top 
performing routes in the country.  

As the report shows, Community Rail 
Partnerships (CRPs) are making rail travel a 
vastly improved experience for local people. 
MVCRP, set up in 2006 to act as a bridge 
between the Bedford to Bletchley rail line 
and the local community, has helped to 
engage local communities, create attractive 
station environments and improve marketing 
of the line. 

Take for example MVCRP’s ever popular 
special themed trains, such as the Ghost 
Train, Easter Eggspress & Santa Special. 
Trains are seasonally decorated, and on-train 
attractions such as face painting and balloon 
modelling are provided free of charge with 
passengers just paying the normal rail fare.  
The services attract a significant proportion 
of first-time passengers. 

Station adoption groups have been set up at 
most of the line’s stations, which have become 
more attractive and welcoming thanks to 
their hard work and dedication. There are 
now plans to form a station adoption group 
at Bletchley in partnership with the Milton 
Keynes Model Railway Society.  In addition 
to the 45 volunteers at stations, there are 
a further 15 volunteers involved in other 
activities including passenger counts, events 
& office administration.

Station improvements
MVCRP is also well placed to enable small-
scale capital improvements to stations, 
including eye-catching murals at Lidlington & 
Woburn Sands (designed and painted by local 
school pupils); and a walking and signage trail 
from Fenny Stratford station to Stadium:MK. 
Funding has been obtained for waiting shelters 
at Stewartby and cycle parking at Millbrook – 
and MVCRP will be working with MK Council 
over ‘Fixing the Links’ at Bletchley, which will 

improve pedestrian & cycle links between the 
station and the town centre.  

MVCRP’s flagship project is Ridgmont Station 
Heritage Centre, the result of our extensive 
5-year renovation and refurbishment of the 
previously derelict Grade II listed station 
building, bringing it back into community use. 
The Centre was a runner up for three awards 
over the last 12 months: the National Railway 
Heritage Awards, national Community Rail 
Awards and CPRE Bedfordshire Awards. The 
Centre has provided opportunities for MVCRP 
to engage with new audiences and host school 
groups on visits by train.  There are also 
attractive Tea Rooms and three small first-
floor offices rented out to local businesses.

Passenger growth 
The result has been that, in return for 
relatively modest investment, MVCRP has 
helped to deliver significant additional growth 
in passenger numbers compared to regional 
lines.  In 2014/15 there was a 13.3% rise in 

journeys to 293,196, the highest ever for the 
franchise under London Midland. There was 
an even larger increase in journeys to and 
from Ridgmont, up 50% to 27,598, which can 
be partly attributed to the Heritage Centre.

This success is recognised by the local 
authorities that fund MVCRP. According to 
Melanie MacLeod, Transport Policy Team 
Leader at Bedford Borough Council, the Council 
“recognises the important contribution the 
Marston Vale Service makes to people who 
want to travel into Bedford from the rural 
areas, and also those in Bedford who want 
to travel to places of work, leisure and 
education along the line. We are delighted to 
see the increase in the number of passengers, 
which can in part be attributed to the hard 
work and dedication of the Community Rail 
Officer. This is a service which makes a real 
difference to the people who use it.”

Stephen Sleight on (01234) 832645 
or at stephens@bedsrcc.org.uk

COMMUNITY        TRANSPORT

Promoting Rail in the Vale...
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Award winning photo of visiting children from  

Elstow Lower School, proudly displaying the tickets they’ve made
Copyright © 2015  BRCC



Providing a lifeline...

This year was the second year of Wheels in Motion, our 
Big Lottery Fund project that is developing community 
transport services in rural Bedford Borough.

October 2014 saw the launch of a new rural Wheels in Motion dial-
a-ride service, which is receiving high levels of positive feedback 
and is increasing its number of volunteer drivers. 

The service is making a real difference to those in rural areas whom 
Door to Door (our existing dial-a-ride service) had not previously 
been able to reach.  For example, one client from Harrold recently 
stated: “The service is a lifeline to me. Being in a village with a 
disability is very isolating, and the service has helped me to gain 
confidence and improve my well-being by being able to attend 
community and health services. The drivers are very professional 
and well trained which makes me confident when travelling in 
their cars.”   

As funding is squeezed yet demand for services increases, BRCC 
has had to modernise the working proceedures for Door to Door 
and Wheels in Motion, in order to keep service standards as high 
as ever. 2015 has seen the introduction of a new ‘flexiroute’ 
scheduling system, a credit/debit card machine, and, most 
notably, the launch of a new vehicle tracking system (‘Trakroute’). 
The latter will allow the team to receive live information on the 
GPS location and activities of its fleet vehicles, all of which will 
be fitted with trackers. This will ensure that elderly and disabled 
passengers, as well as carers of those travelling, can ask staff for 
real time reports on their journeys. 

Amy Baker on (01234) 345558 
or at amyb@bedsrcc.org.uk

PROJECT FACT FILE

Community Transport Brokerage
The (CTB) is one of BRCC’s longest  ●
running transport schemes, having been 
set up in 2004.

Approximately 200 journeys are arranged  ●
by the CTB team each year

BRCC also offers group transport hire  ●
services using paid drivers

 
Door to Door / Wheels in Motion

283 clients carried by Door to Door and  ●
Wheels in Motion in first 8 months of 2015

8759 journeys completed over that time ●

92% of Door to Door customers surveyed  ●
stated that they could always or 
almost always book the transport they 
requested for when they need it 

200 clients stated they felt mentally  ●
or physically healthier due to journeys 
carried out by Wheels in Motion
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The MIDAS touch...

Tibbs Dementia Foundation runs a 
project called Music 4 Memory, 
offering a creative space for people 

living with dementia and their carers 
to meet weekly and share through 
dance, song, poetry and the playing of 
musical instruments. Music 4 Memory is 
open to people living in Bedford and the 
surrounding areas – however, not all of 
these people have their own transport.

This is where BRCC’s Community 
Transport Brokerage (CTB) comes in. 

The CTB is a ‘one-stop shop’ for BRCC 
members looking for group transport, which has ranged 
from visits to local attractions to residential stays for 
the Prince’s Trust and Scout camps! Members can access 
vehicles across Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire, some of 
which are equipped with passenger lifts for disabled 
access. The CTB also has a pool of volunteer drivers, 
many of whom are Minibus Driver Awareness Scheme 
(MiDAS) trained.  

Tibbs Dementia Foundation is one of our regular hirers, 
having used the CTB since 2008. The CTB has proved to be 
a lifeline for many of our members who would otherwise 
be unable to access Music for Memory, particularly those 
living on their own, greatly reducing their sense of 
isolation. 

New volunteer drivers are welcome. CTB driving is a 
rewarding role with no two journeys the same. Mileage 
between home and vehicle and vice versa is reimbursed 
and the driver is invited to join the group in their 
activities on arrival. This could include lunch, tour of 
a museum or visitor attraction or even a cruise on the 
John Bunyan Boat on the River Great Ouse! Any help is 
welcome even if just once a month.

CTB on (01234) 346832 
or at ctb@bedsrcc.org.uk



Patrons
The Rt Reverend Richard Atkinson, 
OBE, Bishop of Bedford
His Grace, The Duke Of Bedford
The Hon. Mrs Fiona Chapman, MBE, DL
Dr Stephanie Cook, MBE
Mr Geoffrey Farr, MBE, DL
Mr John Halton
Mr Daniel Hanbury, DL
Mr Bill Jordan, MBE
Mr Chris Kilroy
Mr Ken Lewis, OBE, O St J, MBA, FRSA
Mrs Janet Must
Mrs Helen Nellis, HM Lord-Lieutenant 
of Bedfordshire
Lady Odell
Mr Derek Payne
Paula Radcliffe, MBE
Mrs Dorothy Ward, OBE, DL
Mrs Heather Wells, DL
Sir Samuel Whitbread, KCVO
Mr Brian Woodrow, OBE, DL
Baroness Young of Old Scone

Board of Directors
Mrs Judy Robinson (Chair) 
Mr Barry George (Vice Chair)
Mr David Adams
Mrs June Barnes
Mr David Bartram
Miss Paula Grayson
Dr Tim Hedges
Mr Ian Kelly
Rev Canon Lynda Klimas
Mr John Lewis
Mrs Ann Lovesey
Dr John May
Mr David Morgan
Mr Brian Prickett
Mr Nigel Sparrow

Staff
Jon Boswell Chief Executive  (01234) 834931
Isobel Keech Book-keeper  (01234) 832613
John Hambley Creative Services Manager (01234) 832647

Supporting Communities
Cliff Andrews Supporting Communities Manager (01234) 832617
Bob Hughes Community Accounting Adviser (01234) 832646
Jemma McLean Community Buildings Officer (01234) 834932
David Maxwell DBS Lead Counter-signatory (01234) 832616
Richard Lawrence Ecology & Environment Officer (01234) 832618
Mike Fayers Environment & Community Officer (01234) 832619
Justine Hunt  Team Leader, Care & Support Services (01234) 832648

Village Agents     0800 039 1234

Lizzie Barnicoat Andrea MacAdam           Rosie Kind
Teresa Moon Gill Wiggs                      Wendy Worgan
Lydia Wright

Rural Development
Lisa King Rural Development Manager (01234) 832643
Ian Campbell Rural Development Facilitator (01234) 832612
Karen Pierse Rural Development Administrator (01234) 832614       
Claire Poulton Secrets of the Sands Programme Manager 07534 484 971
Emma Dagless Project Manager, The Bridge (01582) 723434
Adam Spokes Horticulture Manager   07534 484 961

Bridge Pats

Bruce Lyons William Mathieson        Kevin Smy

Community Transport
Neville Jephcote Community Transport Manager  (01234) 345327
Stephen Sleight Team Leader, Transport   (01234) 832645
Tony Nash Learning & Skills Facilitator  (01234) 832641
Kathy Cowtan Learning & Skills Facilitator  (01234) 832641
Amy Baker Wheels in Motion Project Officer  (01234) 345558
Parvin Masih Operations Administrator  (01234) 345327
Jenny Turner Bookings Clerk, Door to Door  (01234) 271087

Drivers |  PTAs

Steve Aldridge Simon Armstrong   Anthony Bacon
John Bowler Andy Buckley   Ian Cooper
Rudolph Dallas Jeremy Harvey   Carol Huntington
Roger Grimes Stephen Lee   Ann Nicholls
Giuseppe Picardi Anthony Wilson   Patricia Wren

Volunteers
BRCC is very grateful to all of our many volunteers and those of 
our associated organisations including: the Friends of Warden 
Abbey Wineyard, the Ivel Valley Conservation Volunteers, 
the Marston Vale Community Rail Partnership and all other 
volunteers supporting BRCC’s work across Bedfordshire.

Funders
Bedford Borough Council
Central Bedfordshire Council  
Defra
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
Big Lottery Fund 
Heritage Lottery Fund
European Social Fund
Department for Transport
Department for Work and Pensions
Milton Keynes Council 
London Midland
Potton Consolidated Charity
Bedfordshire & Luton Community Foundation
Wixamtree Trust

The above information is considered to be accurate as of 1st October 2015.
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Maven Village Hall Combined Policy is arranged by Aon UK Limited and underwritten Maven Underwriters (Maven), a Managing General Agent, 
which is part of Aon UK Limited operating under a delegated underwriting authority on behalf of Aviva, Allianz and Royal and Sun Alliance (RSA).
Maven Underwriters is a trading name of Aon UK Limited. Aon UK Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Aon UK
Limited Registered Office, The Aon Centre, The Leadenhall Building, 122 Leadenhall Street, London EC3V 4AN. Registered No. 210725. FCA registration
No. 310451. †Lines are open Monday – Friday, 9am to 5pm. Calls cost 5p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls may be recorded.
FP.ENT.1013.CM

Contact Aon to take advantage of the new
insurance package designed specifically for
Village Halls and Community Buildings 
with over 40 improvements.

Call us on 0370 218 6720†

Aon Risk Solutions
Enterprise | Affinity

Join our 
community

7265_Aon_VillHall_BedfordAd_125x190AW.qxp_7265-Aon-VH-Bedford-Ad_02/09/15  02/10/2015  10:53  P  
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Front cover:  
Launch of the Biggleswade Green Wheel at Jordans 
Mill by BRCC Patron Bill Jordan  
Copyright 2015 © Alisdair Anderson

Reverse cover:  
View of Marston Vale from the Greensand Ridge 
Copyright 2015 © Lisa King 

www.bedsrcc.org.uk
Twitter:  @bedsrcc
Facebook:  Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity

The Old School, 
Cardington, 
Bedford 
MK44 3SX (registered office)

Tel: 01234 838771
Email: info@bedsrcc.org.uk
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