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Introduction: 
Flitwick‟s Green Infrastructure (GI) Plan is part of a programme of parish and town GI plans 
across the area funded by Central Bedfordshire Council and facilitated by the Greensand 
Trust, the Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity and the Martson Vale Trust. 
 
The Greensand Trust was asked by Central Bedfordshire Council to assist in the production 
of the GI plans as it is an environmental charity that works with local communities and 
landowners to conserve and enhance the landscape, wildlife and history in this area.  At the 
heart of the Trusts work is the belief that the best results are achieved by empowering local 
communities, giving them a say in issues that affect them.  The Greensand Trust has a 
wealth of experience in facilitating community consultation and significant knowledge of the 
area.   
 
The need for GI Planning has been identified at all levels, from central government, through 
regional bodies (the East of England Regional Spatial Strategy and the Milton Keynes and 
South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy), to County and District levels.  The Bedfordshire and 
Luton strategic GI plan was produced in February 2007 by the Bedfordshire & Luton Green 
Infrastructure Consortium and the Mid Bedfordshire GI plan was completed in September 
2008.   Parish and Town GI Plans are a valuable tool for planners, committees, developers 
and communities themselves.  They can help inform important decisions and help local 
people identify what is important to them, and what they would like to happen in the future.  
Parish and Town GI Plans have been used to support funding bids, helping people make 
important improvements to their local environment, and they also provide a snapshot of the 
local environment. 
 
It should be acknowledged that not all of the aspirations identified will be delivered, because 
there are many other influencing factors, such as the views of landowners, existing planning 
permissions and allocations, potential future land use allocations and the cost of 
enhancements.  The value of this GI plan lies in the fact that it has been produced by local 
residents for their own community. It can help inform planning decisions and be used as a 
mechanism to identify where financial benefits from development should be directed; it 
cannot however be used as a tool to prevent development but may influence considerations 
in the planning process. All aspirations which gained community support have been included 
however, it remains a community owned document which has not been formally adopted by 
Central Bedfordshire Council.  The plan as a whole is based on a robust approach to 
mapping and implementing a high quality GI network for the existing, and future, residents of 
Flitwick.   
 
Endorsement by Flitwick Town Council: 
 
Note – awaiting endorsement by FTC. 
 
Flitwick Town Council is happy to endorse this Green Infrastructure Plan, which has been 
produced by current residents of Flitwick, for this and future generations.  In endorsing this 
Plan, the Town Council confirms its support for the concept of GI Planning and the 
methodology used to produce the Plan.  In addition, the Town Council will seek to be an 
active partner in the delivery of this Plan, leading and assisting the implementation of those 
actions which fall into the remit and plans of the Council.  The Town Council will regularly 
review the Plan, reporting to the community activity undertaken and planned, both by the 
Council and others, towards implementing the Plan. 
 
 
Endorsement by Central Bedfordshire Council: 
 



Central Bedfordshire Council recognises the need to provide a framework for green 
infrastructure provision in the District to meet the needs of existing and new residents and 
help create sustainable communities.  In 2008, Mid Beds District Council produced a district-
wide GI plan which has informed the Local Development Framework (LDF) Core Strategy 
and other Local Development Documents.  The production of this parish-level GI Plan for 
Flitwick gives added detail and together with the views of local people adds value to, and 
compliments, the Mid Beds District GI Plan and the Strategic GI Plan for Bedfordshire and 
Luton which was produced in 2007.  All levels of GI Plan, including this Flitwick GI Plan, will 
be used by the Authority in considering development proposals and assisting with the 
creation of green infrastructure assets. 

 
 
Support from the Greensand Trust: AR  
 
The Greensand Trust will support the community of Flitwick as much as resources and 
capacity allow, in implementing this Plan. 
 
 

Definition of Green Infrastructure 
Green Infrastructure is the network of green spaces, access routes, wildlife habitats, 
landscapes and historic features which provide: 

 a healthy and diverse environment  

 attractive places to live and visit 

 a good quality of life  

 a sustainable future 
 

Green infrastructure assets include: 

 Accessible Greenspace 

 Country parks  

 Green corridors 

 Urban parks and gardens 

 Habitats for wildlife including nature reserves, Sites of Special Scientif ic Interest and 
County Wildlife Sites. 

 Historic parks and gardens and historic landscapes 

 Scheduled Ancient Monuments 

 Waterways and water bodies, including flooded quarries 

 Public rights of way and cycleways  

 Allotments 

 Children‟s play space 

 Formal sports facilities  

 Cemeteries 
 

It is important to plan the green infrastructure network in the same way that we plan other 
networks and facilities, so that we can safeguard and enhance the environment and meet 
the needs of a wide range of people, both now and in the future.  Green infrastructure also 
provides social and economic benefits, including: 

 Places that can be used as a focus for community activity and events 

 Opportunities to keep fit and healthy 

 Helps support the local economy, including village shops, pubs and B&Bs 

 Links between town and country helping people in rural areas access facilities  

 Helps reduce the use of cars 
 
 



 
 
 
Aim of this Plan: 
 
To identify the key existing natural, historic, cultural and landscape assets, accessible 
greenspace and rights of way and to plan new features that will provide a connected 
network of green infrastructure for the benefit of present and future generations. 
 
Objectives 

To create a comprehensive document that will assist the local community to:  

 Protect and where possible enhance the landscape, biodiversity and the historic 
environment 

 Improve access and links for people and wildlife  

 Provide a multi functional green infrastructure network 

 Provide a source of information and guidance for planners, landowners and developers 
in formulating land use plans 

 Promote community involvement 

 Identify projects and produce an action plan to implement projects. 
 
Methodology & Community Involvement 
A methodology for the production of Parish Green Infrastructure Plans was developed in 
2007 and 2008 by a Working Group and endorsed by the Beds & Luton Green Infrastructure 
Consortium.  This standard methodology was adopted by Central Bedfordshire Council to 
produce their 20 commissioned GI Plans.   

 
Flitwick and Ampthill are so close to each other that they have many shared issues and 
features, so it was decided that some of the background work to this Plan would be carried 
out jointly with the community of Ampthill.  A stakeholder workshop was held on 17th 
November at The Rufus Centre in Flitwick and 25 attended.  Invitees came from a range of 
community groups and stakeholder organisations, not just those directly involved in the 
environment (attendees list in Appendix 1).  The meeting introduced the concept of Green 
Infrastructure and gave stakeholders the opportunity to put forward ideas for inclusion in the 
town‟s GI Plan.  A series of themed maps (landscape, biodiversity, heritage, open space, 
recreation and access) were produced by the BRMC to show the different components of 
green infrastructure.   
 
People worked in groups using large maps of the local area, and added missing information, 
noted areas of interest, likes or dislikes and potential new GI ideas.  This information was 
then used to form a draft GI plan, which was presented at two drop-in sessions in February 
2009 (day and evening sessions at different accessible venues) for the community to pass 
comment and add in other GI aspirations.  To supplement feedback gained through these 
workshops, and to ensure that this Plan is considered robust, people also had the 
opportunity to comment via a leaflet sent out with the Flitwick Papers.  This gave people the 
opportunity to vote yes or no for each project proposed and make any comments.  100 
residents responded and 3 additional projects were proposed at this stage.  Sessions were 
also held with five classes of year 9 (age 14-15 year olds) pupils from Redbourne School, so 
that young people in the area had the opportunity to have their say.  Redbourne School 
includes pupils from both Ampthill and Flitwick, and 127 pupils took part.  They were 
provided with guidance and large maps then worked in groups to produce their comments 
and ideas.  Some suggestions were not included because they were either not relevant to GI 
or were not considered deliverable.   
 



A final stake holder meeting was held on 16th July in Nottingham Rooms at Ampthill, to agree 
the draft plan, feed in any additional projects, suggest lead partners and form an action plan.   
 
Context: 

 
Figure 1 below shows the location and parish boundary of Flitwick. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Infrastructure Themes: 

Green Infrastructure has been divided into 4 themes; landscape, biodiversity, historic 
environment, and access, open space and recreation.  This enables the different elements 
of GI can be considered individually in detail as well as part of the integrated GI network.     
 
Landscape:  
Flitwick lies to the south of the Greensand Ridge, where the River Flit has carved a valley 
through the prominent band of lower greensand to create a distinctive valley landscape.  The 
River Flit forms the southern and eastern boundary of the parish.  At the time of Enclosure in 
the late 18th Century the River Flit was straightened and the associated fenland drained in 
places. Although it has been heavily engineered the river corridor contains associated 
habitats such as mature willow pollards, native black poplars, scrub and wetland vegetation.   
Running parallel to and crossing the river is the A507 which has a major visual and audible 
impact on the landscape. 
 
The landscape map (Figure 2) shows contour lines to illustrate the relief of the land.  It also 
shows the floodplain, highlighting in blue the areas at risk from a 1 in a 100 chance of 
flooding.  Key views are not represented on this map but they are essential when 
considering the landscape of the area.   
 
The parish of Flitwick covers an area of about 2,160 acres, of which 1,106 and a half acres 
are arable land, 593 and a half permanent grass and 208 and three quarters woods and 
plantations.     
The soil is light gravel with a subsoil of sand, and an extensive vein of gravel has been 
worked for many years and shows no sign of exhaustion, leaving sand and gravel pits 
scattered throughout the parish.   
 
The remains of Flitwick Moor, a valley mire system of alkaline fen and acid springs lies to the 
east.  In the west are Flitwick Wood and Flitwick and Priestly Plantations which give a 
wooded aspect to the parish. 
 
The railway line runs from north to south splitting Flitwick in two.  The more modern portion 
of the town lies eastward of the railway.  Church End in the south is one of the oldest parts of 
the town, containing some picturesque cottages of half-timber work with thatched roofs and 
the Manor House.   



 
 
 
 
 



 
Biodiversity: 
The Biodiversity Map (Figure 3) shows the location of Sites of Special Scientific Interest, 
County Wildlife Sites, Local Nature Reserves, Roadside Nature Reserves, wet woodlands 
and rivers.   
 
County Wildlife Sites are recognized as important for wildlife when assessed against a set of 
criteria, which considers site size, diversity, rarity, fragility, typicalness and recorded history.  
The designation does not confer protection on the site, or right of access. However for any 
significant change of land use the planning authorities will expect the wildlife interest to be 
taken into account alongside other normal planning considerations.  Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest are the country‟s best wildlife and geological sites and are legally 
protected.  Natural England must be consulted if anyone wishes to carry out work that may 
damage a SSSI.  This requirement applies to operations within a SSSI, and to operations 
outside the SSSI that may affect the features of interest.  Local Nature Reserves are a 
statutory declaration declared by local authorities.  They are for both people and wildlife and 
contain wildlife or geological features that are of special interest locally.  Roadside Nature 
Reserves are designated where it is desirable and possible to protect and manage important 
wildlife interest without compromising road safety.  They are usually adjacent to CWSs or 
SSSIs and support rare and protected species.   
 
Flitwick Moor covers about 60ha and was once part of a much larger wetland area used for 
peat extraction.  It is the largest and most important wetland remaining in Bedfordshire and 
is rich in flora and invertebrate fauna.   It has been designated a SSSI and is managed by 
the Wildlife Trust.  
 
Flitwick Wood is an ancient, semi-natural woodland on the western edge of Flitwick, adjacent 
to the housing estate.  It is owned by Central Bedfordshire Council and the Bedford Estate.  
Is it a Local Nature Reserve that provides an ideal place to escape the busy town.  It hosts a 
variety of wildlife and in the spring produces a beautiful display of bluebells and wild garlic.   
 
On the southern edge of Flitwick is Flitwick Manor Park which covers 21ha.  It consists of 
parkland, a lake, marshy grassland, mature woodland and semi-improved grassland.  The 
extensive area of semi-improved grassland has a scattering of mature trees.  There are 14 
veteran trees at the site, one of which is considered to be one of the finest veteran single-
boled common alder in the British Isles.   
 



 
 
 



Historic Environment: 

The name Flitwick is derived from the old English words Fleot, “a river”, and wic, “a dairy 
farm”, given by its Saxon settlers.  In the Doomsday Book Flitwick is referred to as „a hamlet 
on the River Flitt with 16 inhabitants‟.  The town has no defined historic core because it 
evolved from a series of ends.  There is a history of permanent settlement on Flitwick Moor 
as early as 4000 BCE but Flitwick gained its greatest importance when the Romans built a 
road through it linking Ermine Street to Watling Street.  The current Windmill Road follows 
the route of this Roman road.  During the Roman period there was extensive settlement in 
the Ruxox area.   
 
Flitwick has a mill which is the only surviving water mill on the River Flit.  It has been 
designated Listed Grade II and much of the machinery remains intact providing a remarkable 
record of the evolution of milling practice over the last 200 years. 
 
The parish has expanded significantly since Midland Railway built Flitwick Station in 1870.  
The link to London has made it a very popular place for commuters.  It now has a population 
of around 13,500. 
 
The Historic Environment Map (Figure 4) shows archaeological notification areas (including 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Conservation Areas and other sites and features of 
historical interest recorded in the Historic Environment Record.  Appendix 2 includes a table 
giving a brief summary of each site shown on the Historic Environment Map. 
 



 
 
 
 



 
Access, Open space and Recreation: 
The Access, Open Space and Recreation map (Figure 5) shows the positions of open 
spaces within the parish.  Publically accessible places are those shaded in dark green.  
The rights of way (correct for May 2006, subsequent changes are not shown and therefore 
the location of paths is not guaranteed) are marked on the map as they are key to 
providing access to open spaces.  Barriers, such as motorways and railway lines are 
highlighted in red to emphasise the need for crossing points where sections of green 
infrastructure could be linked.   
  
Flitwick contains a number of green spaces.  The three largest are Flitwick Moor in the east 
Flitwick Manor Park to the south, Flitwick Wood in the west.   
 
Flitwick Moor covers a large area and has paths going through it.  Unfortunately the site 
cannot absorb large numbers of people due to its ecological sensitivity and is therefore not 
widely promoted as a recreational space.  The moor is linked to Flitton Moor by the Two 
Moors Heritage Trail, an extremely popular walk for residents and visitors, and produced 
by the Flitwick and District Heritage Group. 
 
Flitwick Wood is an extremely popular site, especially for dog walking.  The area owned by 
Central Bedfordshire Council is accessible but the area belonging to Bedford Estates is 
private.  There are several entrances to the wood from the surrounding residential areas.  
There are trails going through the wood including an Access for All route, installed in 2007, 
with three benches and interpretation panels. 
 
Flitwick Manor Park has recently expanded the area open to the public by opening the wet 
meadows adjacent to the arboretum.  To the north of the park is the Mount, a small but 
popular green space, which is the site of a medieval castle that is now surrounded by 
houses.  
 
Flitwick is fortunate to have a large recreation ground, also know as the Millennium Green.  
It contains formal play equipment including a half pipe for rollerblading and BMX riding.  
Flitwick also has formal football pitches near the leisure centre and cricket pitches near 
Flitwick Manor Park.   
 
Flitwick Environment Group are a newly established group of local volunteers that deal with 
environmental issues in the parish, carry out conservation tasks and help maintain the 
rights of way network.   
 



 
 
 



PPG17 study: 
In 2008 Ashley Godfrey Associates carried out an assessment of the open space, sport and 
recreational needs of the former Mid Bedfordshire district, following guidelines set out by the 
Government in Planning Policy and Guidance Note 17 (PPG17).  This study looked at where 
existing open spaces are located and where deficiencies exist.  It will help inform future 
decisions on the location, size and type of open spaces provided.  Within the „open space‟ 
category, the following types are relevant to this study in terms of needs and deficiencies:  
 

 Country Parks – typically comprise a large area of land providing a mix of habitats 

and settings.  Less formal than an urban park, but typically including facilities such as 

car parking, visitor centre, toilets, cafe, interpretation and signage; 

 Natural & Semi-Natural Greenspaces –areas of  woodland, heathland, meadows, 

marsh, ponds & lakes, chalk grassland managed for their nature conservation value 

and benefits; 

 Amenity Greenspace – landscaped areas with no designated specific use, providing 

visual amenity or separating buildings or land uses;  

 Informal Recreation Space – areas providing opportunities for people to engage in 

activities such as walking, cycling, horse riding, dog walking, enjoying nature and 

informal play. 

 
Flitwick is located within an area considered to have adequate Country Park provision.  
However, it was acknowledged within the study that Ampthill Park (the site many people 
from Flitwick use as a Country Park) is at or over-capacity in terms of visitor impact.  The 
area was also considered to be deficient in terms of Natural and Semi-Natural Greenspace 
and Amenity Greenspace.   
 
In terms of Informal Recreation Space, Flitwick was considered to be deficient by just over 
9ha.  The study recommended provision of at least six new Informal Recreation Spaces for 
Flitwick. 

 
In addition, the study also looked at provision of allotments and community gardens, and 
found that in the western sub-area, within which [insert name of place] is located there is not 

a deficiency of these spaces. 
 

The Mid Bedfordshire GI Plan: 
The Mid Bedfordshire GI Plan identifies a network for protecting and enhancing GI across 
the whole of the former Mid Beds District.  This Network is broken down into a series of 
„areas‟, each with an „Action List‟ of potential projects to help deliver the Network.  Flitwick is 
on the edge of the Flit Valley area of the Green Infrastructure Network identified in the Mid 
Beds GI Plan. 
An aspirational „green wheel‟ is identified around Flitwick, creating a framework for various 
potential projects identified, including a possible „Flit Valley Country Park, habitat protection 
at Flitwick Moor and improvements and connections around Flitwick‟s western fringe. 
 
The Mid Beds GI Plan will be reviewed in late 2011.  This Town GI Plan, along with the 
range of others commissioned at the same time across the former Mid and South Beds 
areas over the last few years, will be used to inform any future revision. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Green Infrastructure Aspirations and the GI Network 
The map in Figure 6 illustrates the proposed GI Network for Flitwick, resulting from the 
workshops and other consultation.  
 
The identified GI network illustrates the areas where it is considered attention should be 
focused on creating a multi-functional network of routes and greenspaces.  Aspirational 
project proposals, which could form part of the delivery of this network, are marked on as 
numbers and included in a table below.  Appendix 4 is an Action Plan for delivering these 
projects, with potential leads, partners and timescales indicated.  This Action Plan is 
intended to be an „active‟ document, reviewed annually between Flitwick Town Council and 

the Greensand Trust to assess progress and steer delivery.  As part of the process 
discussions with Central Bedfordshire Council (Highways, Countryside Access and 
Cycling/Walking) have been held to identify how community priorities fit with their 
own aspirations and programmes. 
 
In Figure 6 'Proposed Allocation Sites' identify where future development (housing and/ or 
employment) is considered appropriate.  Where such sites overlap with identified GI 
aspirations, consideration should be given to a) whether the aspiration(s) can be delivered 
as part of a potential built development, or b) whether an alternative location for the 
aspiration(s) can be found.  Such developments may contribute, either financially or 
through direct works, to the implementation of GI aspirations. 
 



 



 
Green Infrastructure Aspirations 
Below are the Green Infrastructure project proposals that have resulted from the 
stakeholder workshops and community consultation.   
 

1. Cycleway from Millbrook roundabout to Flitwick 

2. Upgrade footpath 

3. Cycleway from Ampthill to Flitwick 

4. Make crossing safe 

5. Cycleway/footpath along Maulden Road 

6. Continuous bridleway from Steppingley to Flitwick 

7. New River Flit walk 

8. Footpath to Flitwick Manor Park (from Hornes End Rd historic path) 

9. Cycleway - Brook Lane to Woodlands Middle School via Ruxox & across 
Maulden Rd 

10. New footpath 

11. New footpath 

12. Enhance Ruxox Pond 

13. Enhance Pussy Pond 

14. Enhance the boundary of Hinksley Rd and industrial estate 

15. Clear conifers (Flitwick Wood) 

16. Re-paint white marks on footbridge (so can be seen at night) 

17. Repair border hedge at Flitwick Manor Park 

18. Improve surface car park 

19. Possible Heritage Hub at Flitwick Mill 

20. Housing and other infrastructure to offset other costs 

21. Allocate as play area (green space) 

22. Flitton to Ampthill green corridor 

23. New allotments 

24. New Country Park 

25. Possible site for new cricket pitch 

26. Extension to Flitwick Moor SSSI 

27. Upgrade Flitwick Moor SSSI to RAMSAR (European designation to 
increase protection) – see 26 for location 

28. Make accessible 

29. Make floodplain green boundary. Possible site of improved cricket 
facilities 

30. New woodland 

31. Area between Flitwick Manor Park, The Manor and 17 Church Rd - as a 
wildlife site for deer 

32. Increase leisure/sport facilities according to need (not mapped) 

33. Retain green space between Ampthill/Flitwick and Ampthill/Maulden 

34. Protect woodland – make more accessible 

  
The following 3 aspirations were suggested through the consultation leaflet as mentioned 
in the Methodology section above: 
  

35. Flitwick Mount access and interpretation 

36. Involvement in Flit Valley Festival (not mapped) 

37. Improve access, management and interpretation at historic sites  
(not mapped) 

 
 



Figure 7 is a graph to show the community support for Green Infrastructure Proposals 
(based on the 100 responses to the GI leaflet): 

 
 

Figure 7 

Community Support for Green Infrastructure Projects
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Prioritisation of Aspirations: 
 
It is possible to use the responses above to provide an indication of community priorities for 
delivery.  The list below shows the projects that had the most people agree that they should 
be taken forward, using 70 as the cut-off.  This gives a list of 8 projects. None of these 
projects had a significant number of people saying that they should not go ahead.  In order 
of priority these projects are: 
 
3 Cycleway between Flitwick & Ampthill 
33 Protect woodland and make more accessible 
5 Cycleway/footpath along Maulden Road 
1 Cycleway from Millbrook roundabout to Flitwick 
7 New River Flit walk 
34 Flitwick Mount access & interpretation 
26 Extension to Flitwick Moor SSSI 
22 Flitton to Ampthill Green Corridor 
 
Whilst illustrating priorities is important, it is recognised that opportunities to deliver projects 
can be more random in nature.  Having knowledge of the level of support for each proposal 
means that the rationale for projects can be supported on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Of all of the projects, only one (20 – Housing & other infrastructure to offset costs) had more 
people objecting than supporting it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Redbourne School Session Results 
The major theme in the results was that pupils want more activities and places to „hang out‟, 
that are preferably free, easily accessible and do not require adult supervision.  Many 
wanted to see more opportunities for cycling.  They specifically would like a cycle route to 
Redbourne School from Flitwick and a route through Flitwick Moor.  They would also like to 
see more BMX provisions and suggested having organised cycling events.  Surprisingly a lot 
of pupils said they would prefer to see environmentally friendly play equipment and natural 
play activities such as den building and rope swings rather than formal play equipment, 
because it is expensive and often vandalised.  They would like more areas dedicated to 
wildlife and areas that are grazed by sheep or cattle, and to encourage wildlife with bird 
boxes and reptile refuges.   
 
Appendix 3 shows proposals put forward by pupils for specific sites relevant to the plan. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 1: Workshop Attendees 
 
Workshop One: 17th November 2008 
 

Name Organisation 

Hector Chapel Ampthill TC 

John Boothby Allotment holders 

Ian Smith Ampthill TC 

John Comont Wildlife Trust 

Vivien Bray Flitwick History Society 

Les Dawson Flitwick 

Mr Field Flitwick 

Bruce Blott Ramblers  

Alan Sprod Right to Ride  

Kelvin Horton Revamp 

David Sedgley Flitton & District Heritage Group and 

Ampthill & Flitwick Flyers 

David Withers Beds Natural History Society 

Jim Godden Allotment holders (F) 

Keith Quantrill Flitwick TC - West 

Roy Storey Mid Beds Access Group 

Arthur Bourne and  

Fiona Steele 

Flitwick At The Crossroads 

John Buxton P3 

Frances Howell Ampthill Park Dog Working Group 

Colin Carpenter Community Tree Trust 

Gemma Game BCC ROW officer 

David Barrick U3A 

Trevor Smith BCC Countryside Access Service 

John Eilbeck Steppingley PC 

Carol Carter Flitwick TC 

Diane Hughes Flitwick TC 

 

Workshop Two: 16
th

 July 2009 

 

Name Organisation 

John Comont Wildlife Trust 

Katharine Banham Wildlife Trust 

Gretel Nevol Ampthill Park Dog Working Group 

Kelvin Horton Revamp 

David Moules  

Cllr Hector Chappell Ampthill TC 

Carol Carter Flitwick TC 

Diane Hughes Flitwick TC 

David Kenny English Heritage 

Martin Oake CBC Heritage Service 

Alan Sprod Right to Ride 

Jenny Sprod Beds Natural History Society 

David Stanley  



 
 
Appendix 2: Information from Historic Environment Record 

 

Number Feature Number Feature 

226 Roman Coin Hoard, Priestly Farm 5929 Gravel Pit, East End 

228 The Mount' Medieval Castle 5971 Sand Pit 

230 Roman Lamp 6054 Greenway' 

559 Cropmarks 7026 Flitwick Manor Grounds 

562 Cropmarks 7473 Neolithic-Type Blade 

564 Cropmarks & Roman Drying Oven 7474 Earthworks, Priestley Plantation 

573 Cropmarks, East of Denel End 7642 Trackway on Parish Boundary 

577 Cropmarks & Roman Pottery 7650 Old Sand Pit, Priestley 

776 Deserted Medieval Village, Priestley 7651 Priestley Plantation 

918 Roman Occupation Ruxox 7652 Track 

919 
Ruxox Farm / Moat / Monastic 
House / Manor 7719 

Earthworks & Ridge and Furrow in 
Park, NE of Mount Hill 

1336 Former Roads (sites of) 7730 Castle Green' 

1521 Pumphouse & Mineral Springs 7731 How Green 

1801 Sand Pit 8377 Brick Kiln, SW of Church 

2771 Prehistoric Finds, Ruxox Farm 9078 Cropmarks, West of Sewage Works 

2859 Ridgeway' 9444 Steppingley (or Priestley) Park 

2907 Sand Pit 10456 Agger', East of Denel End 

2908 Gravel Pit 13132 
Medieval Pottery, 7 Water Lane 
East End 

2909 Sand Pit 13239 Flitwick Wood, Ancient Woodland 

2910 Sand Pit 13667 Bridge, Adjacent to Flitwick Mill 

2911 Clay Pit 13668 The Walled Garden 

2912 Sand Pit 14452 
Medieval Pottery & Kiln, 7 Church 
Lane, Church End 

2913 Gravel Pit 14646 Dewpond, near Flitwick Mount 

2964 Earthworks 15311 Cropmark, NE of Flitwick 

3215 
Linear Cropmark / Ditch, Parish 
Boundary 15844 

Mesolithic Flints, West of Priestley 
Farm 

3652 Medieval Pottery Scatter 16897 Flitwick War Memorial 

3656 Ridge & Furrow 17004 Church End Medieval Settlement 

5342 Roman Road', Viatores no. 176 17005 East End Medieval Settlement 

[For further information about historic areas in the parish contact the Historic Environment Information Officer 
at Central Bedfordshire Council (Tel: 0300 300 6027 or Email: 
stephen.coleman@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk).] 
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Appendix 3 
Site Specific proposals from Redbourne School sessions 
 
Green Spaces Proposals Comments  

Flitwick Rec 
 

1. Goals for football 
2. Needs more park things 
3. More bins 
4. More trees 
5. More shelter especially near the 

half pipe 
6. Another swing like the one in the 

fir tree 
7. More things to do 
8. More benches 
9. Spaces to relax with friends 

1. Crime issues 
2. Make more peaceful 

Leisure Centre 1. Better advertising of what is 
available for young people 

2. Discounts to encourage more use 
3. More interesting activities for 

young people  
4. Create an Astroturf pitches and 

offer free training.  

 

Flitwick Moor  1. Should be reserved for wildlife 

Hinksley Road  
 

1. Benches and area for sitting  
2. Slides 
3. Space for nature in woods 
4. Climbing frame 
5. Make it a multipurpose area 

1. Open area  
2. Problems with broken glass and 

litter 
 

Flitwick Wood 1. Improve BMX jumps 
2. Safer entrances and footpaths 
3. More benches 

 

Steppingley Wood 1. BMX track 
2. More benches 

 

Ridgmont Park 1. Need more things to do  

Fields behind the 
school 

1. Open to the public more  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 4 – Action Plan 

 

Key: All projects highlighted in green are those identified as community priorities. 

 
CBC – Central Bedfordshire Council.   

FVEG – Flit Valley Environment Group  

WT – Wildlife Trust 

GST – Greensand Trust  

FDHG – Flitwick District Heritage Group  

IDB – Internal Drainage Board 

 
Green Infrastructure Proposal Possible lead Other possible partners Timescale Additional comments 

1. Cyleway from Millbrook roundabout to 

Flitwick 

CBC Highways CBC Countryside Access Service, 

Sustrans, landowners 

TBC Community Priority 

 

Being delivered through Center 

Parcs development 

 

Identified within Central Beds Cycle 

Routes Mapping Report 

 

2. Upgrade footpath CBC Rights of Way Officers  1-5yrs  

3. Cycleway from Ampthill to Flitwick CBC Highways CBC Countryside Access Service, 

Sustrans, landowners 

TBC Community Priority 

 

Being delivered through Center 

Parcs development 

 

Identified within Central Beds Cycle 
Routes Mapping Report 

4. Make crossing safe CBC Highways  1-2yrs Identified within Central Beds Cycle 

Routes Mapping Report (part of 

route covered below in proposal 5) 

 

5. Cycleway/footpath along Maulden Road CBC Highways CBC Countryside Access Service, 

Sustrans, 

Landowners 

1-5yrs Community Priority 

 

Identified within Central Beds Cycle 

Routes Mapping Report 

 

6. Continuous bridleway from Steppingley 

to Flitwick 

CBC Rights of Way Landowners, British Horse Society Long term  

7. New River Flit walk Flit Valley Project   CBC Rights of Way, GST, IDB, 

WT, Landowners 

Long term  Community Priority 

8. Footpath to Flitwick Manor Park (from 

Hornes End Rd historic path) 

CBC Rights of Way  CBC Heritage, landowner 1-2yrs  

9. Cycleway - Brook Lane to Woodlands 
Middle School via Ruxox and across 

Maulden Rd  

CBC Highways CBC County Access Service, 
SUSTRANS, Woodlands Middle 

School 

1-5yrs Alternative route identified within 
Central Beds Cycle Routes Mapping 

Report  

10. New footpath CBC Rights of Way Officers Flitwick Environment Group, 

landowner 

1-5yrs  

11. New footpath CBC Rights of Way Officers Flitwick Environment Group, 

landowner 

1-5yrs  

12. Enhance Ruxox Pond FDHG  GST, CBC Year 1  

13. Enhance Pussy Pond CBC  

 

Greensand Trust, Flitwick 

Environment Group, FDHG, local 
businesses? 

Year 1  

14.Enhance the boundary of Hinksley Rd 

and industrial estate 

CBC Local businesses 1-2yrs  



15. Clear conifers (Flitwick Wood) Landowner (Bedford Estate)  1-5yrs  

16. Re-print white marks on footbridge (so 

can be seen at night)  

CBC Highways   Year 1 Part of highways current work 

programme. 

17. Repair border hedge at Flitwick Manor 

Park 

FTC GST 1-2yrs  

18. Improve surface car park   Completed  

19. Possible Heritage Hub at Flitwick Mill FAT CRAG  1-5yrs Dependent on planning application 

outcome. 

20. Housing and other infrastructure to 
offset other costs 

CBC Planners, developers   This was opposed by the community 
and is beyond scope of this plan.?? 

21. Allocate as play area (green space) FTC CBC 1-2yrs  

22. Flitton to Ampthill green corridor Flit Valley Project WT, GST, IDB, FWAG, CBC On going Community Priority 

23. New allotments   Completed  

24. New Country Park CBC GST, Developers Long term Development dependent.  Some 

areas within this are safeguarded for 

development (for more information 

see CBC website, Local Plan)   

25. Possible site for new cricket pitch Cricket Club FTC, CBC 1-5yrs  

26. Extension to Flitwick Moor SSSI Wildlife Trust  

 

Long term Community Priority 

26a. Upgrade Flitwick Moor SSSI to 

RAMSAR 

Wildlife Trust  On going  

27. Make Bedford Estate’s part of Flitwick 

Wood more accessible 

Landowner (Bedford Estate)   1-5yrs  

28. Make floodplain green boundary. 

Possible site of improved cricket 

facilities 

Cricket Club FTC, IDB 1-5yrs  

29. New woodland FTC GST Long term Some of this area is safeguarded for 
development.   

30. Area between Flitwick Manor Park, 

The Manor and 17 Church Rd - as a 

wildlife site for deer 

FTC GST Year 1 Requires a feasibility study. 

31. Increase leisure/sport facilities 

according to need 

CBC  On going Look at PPG17 study and see how 

fits in. 

32. Retain green space between 

Ampthill/Flitwick and 

Ampthill/Maulden 

CBC Planners FTC, ATC On going  

33. Protect woodland and make more 

accessible 

Landowner  Long term Community Priority 

34.  Flitwick Mount access and 

interpretation  

CBC Archaeologists   Greensand Trust Year 1 Community Priority 

35.  Involvement in Flit Valley Festival   FVEG GST, WT 1-2years The Flit Valley Festival is at the 

ideas stage at present.   

36.  Improve access, management and 

interpretation at historic sites 

CBC archaeologists, Flit Valley 

Project 

GST, FDHG, English Heritage, 

Flitwick Historical Society 

Long term   

 

 


