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Introduction: 

Silsoe’s Green Infrastructure (GI) Plan is part of a programme of parish and town GI plans across 
Bedfordshire funded by Central Bedfordshire Council and facilitated by the Greensand Trust, the 
Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity and the Marston Vale Trust. 
 
The Greensand Trust was asked by Central Bedfordshire Council to assist in the production of the GI 
plans as it is an environmental charity that works with local communities and landowners to conserve 
and enhance the landscape, wildlife and history in this area.  At the heart of the Trust ’s work is the 
belief that the best results are achieved by empowering local communities, giving them a say in issues 
that affect them.  The Greensand Trust has a wealth of experience in facilitating community 
consultation and significant knowledge of the local area.   
 
What the plan shows 
The community green infrastructure plan shows information about the existing environment, and 
identifies aspirations and proposals from community members to enhance the local green 
infrastructure. These aspirations and proposals include priorities to maintain existing assets, enhance 
or restore existing assets, and create new green infrastructure. The information is shown on a map, 
which identifies both existing green infrastructure, and aspirations for improving the green 
infrastructure network. The plan as a whole is based on a robust approach to making and 
implementing a high quality green infrastructure network for the existing and future residents of Silsoe. 
It should be acknowledged that not all of the aspirations identified will be delivered, because there are 
many other influencing factors, such as the views of landowners, existing planning permissions and 
allocations, potential future land use allocations and the cost of enhancements. The value of the plan 
lies in the fact that it has been produced by local residents for their own community. 
 
How the plan fits with other green infrastructure plans 

The plan can be used for individual towns or parishes, to show the local communities views on their 
local environment, and how they would like to see it enhanced. However, the plan has been produced 
as part of a programme of parish and town green infrastructure plans across Central Bedfordshire. In 
addition, there are other green infrastructure plans at different scales, namely a county level green 
infrastructure plan covering Bedfordshire and Luton and ‘district’ level plans Mid Bedfordshire and 
Luton and Southern Bedfordshire. 
 
How the community green infrastructure plans fit with the strategic and district green 
infrastructure plans 

The community green infrastructure plans complement, but do not necessarily completely reflect the 
strategic and district green infrastructure plans.  All GI planning is derived from the same GIS-based 
information, albeit at different scales.  The important difference is that district and strategic GI plan 
aspirations are drawn from a process of integrating multiple aspirations from different professional 
stakeholders, while community GI plans reflect purely the aspirations of the relevant community.  
Much of the time the local aspirations fit within the broader, more strategic aspirations of other GI 
plans, but occasionally they will not – often because the local community are not aware of broader 
strategic aspirations.  This is neither a problem nor a flaw, but does point to the importance of dialogue 
between the strategic and local levels.  
 
How the plan fits with other community green infrastructure plans 

The spatial scope of the plans broadly covers the administrative area of Silsoe Parish Council. 
However, the way that the local environment is used is not bounded by these administrative 
delineations, and in some cases, important aspirations and assets have been identified by 
communities outside their own administrative boundary. These aspirations may or may not be shared 
by communities from the adjacent town or parish. In parishes without a community GI plan, assets or 
aspirations may have been identified by an adjacent parish.  These cannot be considered 
comprehensive, and have not necessarily been endorsed or agreed.  Neither can a lack of assets or 
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aspirations identified through an adjoining plan be implied to suggest that there are no important 
assets or aspirations to improve the local area. 
 
How the plan can be used… 
 
By the community 
The plan identifies what is important to the community, and what they would like to see improved to 
enhance the green infrastructure network. The plan can be used to support funding bids, to help 
communities make important improvements to their local environment. They can also provide a 
snapshot of the local environment. 
 
By the Local Planning Authority 

The plan is not a tool to prevent development, but it can inform planning decisions. The plan identifies 
what the community values in the local environment, and how it can be improved. This information can 
be used in pre-application discussions with developers, and to help evaluate submitted planning 
applications. The plan can also identify where financial benefits from development could be directed. 
 
By developers 

The plan identifies what is important in the local environment, and aspirations that the community has 
to improve the environment. Developers can use this information to identify important assets and 
aspirations for improvement, and consider how these could be integrated with, and delivered through, 
development proposals. 
 
Endorsement by Silsoe Parish Council: 
 
Silsoe Parish Council is happy to endorse this Green Infrastructure Plan, which has been produced by 
current residents of Silsoe, for this and future generations.  In endorsing this Plan, the Parish Council 
confirms its support for the concept of GI Planning and the methodology used to produce the Plan.  In 
addition, the Parish Council will seek to be an active partner in the delivery of this Plan, leading and 
assisting the implementation of those actions which fall into the remit and plans of the Council.  The 
Parish Council will regularly review the Plan, reporting to the community activity undertaken and 
planned, both by the Council and others, towards implementing the Plan. 
 
Endorsement by Central Bedfordshire Council: 
 
Central Bedfordshire Council recognises the need to provide a framework for green infrastructure 
provision in the District to meet the needs of existing and new residents and help create sustainable 
communities.  In 2008, Mid Beds District Council produced a district-wide GI plan which has informed 
the Local Development Framework (LDF) Core Strategy and other Local Development Documents.  
The production of this parish-level GI Plan for Silsoe gives added detail and together with the views of 
local people adds value to, and compliments, the Mid Beds District GI Plan and the Strategic GI Plan 
for Bedfordshire and Luton which was produced in 2007.  All levels of GI Plan, including this Silsoe GI 
Plan, will be used by the Authority in considering development proposals and assisting with the 
creation of green infrastructure assets. 
 
Support from The Greensand Trust: 
 
The Greensand Trust will support the community of Silsoe, as much as resources and capacity allow, 
in implementing this Plan. 
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Definition of Green Infrastructure 
Green Infrastructure is the network of green spaces, access routes, wildlife habitats, landscapes and 
historic features which provide: 

 a healthy and diverse environment  

 attractive places to live and visit 

 a good quality of life  

 a sustainable future 
 

Green infrastructure assets include: 

 Accessible Greenspace 

 Country parks  

 Green corridors 

 Urban parks and gardens 

 Habitats for wildlife including nature reserves, Sites of Special Scientific Interest and County 
Wildlife Sites. 

 Historic parks and gardens and historic landscapes 

 Scheduled Ancient Monuments 

 Waterways and water bodies, including flooded quarries 

 Public rights of way and cycleways  

 Allotments 

 Children’s play space 

 Formal sports facilities  

 Cemeteries 
 

It is important to plan the green infrastructure network in the same way that we plan other networks 
and facilities, so that we can safeguard and enhance the environment and meet the needs of a wide 
range of people, both now and in the future.  Green infrastructure also provides social and economic 
benefits, including: 

 Places that can be used as a focus for community activity and events 

 Opportunities to keep fit and healthy 

 Helps support the local economy, including village shops, pubs and B&Bs 

 Links between town and country helping people in rural areas access facilities  

 Helps reduce the use of cars 
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Aim of this Plan: 
 
To identify the key existing natural, historic, cultural and landscape assets, accessible 
greenspace and rights of way and to plan new features that will provide a connected network of 
green infrastructure for the benefit of present and future generations. 
 
Objectives 

To create a comprehensive document that will assist the local community to:  

 Protect and where possible enhance the landscape, biodiversity and the historic environment 

 Improve access and links for people and wildlife  

 Provide a multi functional green infrastructure network 

 Provide a source of information and guidance for planners, landowners and developers in 
formulating land use plans 

 Promote community involvement 

 Identify projects and produce an action plan to implement projects. 
 
Methodology & Community Involvement 

A methodology for the production of Parish Green Infrastructure Plans was developed in 2007 and 
2008 by the Parish Green Infrastructure Plan Working Group and endorsed by the Bedfordshire & 
Luton Green Infrastructure Consortium.  This standard methodology was adopted by Central 
Bedfordshire Council to produce their 20 commissioned GI Plans.   

 
A workshop open to all residents was held on 26th November 2009 in Silsoe Village Hall and 9 
residents attended.  The Parish Plan Group met on the same night and was given instructions in order 
to carry out the same exercise as part of their meeting at which 6 people were present (a list of all 
those that contributed is in the appendix).  At the workshop the concept of Green Infrastructure was 
explained and residents were given the opportunity to put forward ideas for inclusion in the parish’s 
Green Infrastructure Plan.  A series of themed maps (landscape, biodiversity, heritage, open space, 
recreation and access) were produced by the Bedfordshire Records and Monitoring Centre (BRMC) to 
show the different components of green infrastructure.   
 
Participants worked in groups using large maps of the local area; adding missing information, noting 
areas of interest, likes or dislikes and potential new Green Infrastructure ideas.  This information was 
then used to form a draft Green Infrastructure plan, which was presented at a drop-in session on 
January 28th 2010 for the community to pass comment and add in other Green Infrastructure 
aspirations.  English Heritage attended the drop-in session as their activities at Wrest Park will impact 
on Silsoe and residents had expressed an interest in seeing their plans.  The Rights of Way Officer 
from Central Bedfordshire Council also attended to discuss issues and aspirations relating to the rights 
of way network.  The event was extremely popular and 100 residents attended.   
 
At Silsoe Lower School the Greensand Trust asked 18 pupils from Year 4 (age 8 and 9) what they like 
and dislike about being outdoors, what greenspaces they know in Silsoe and how do they use them.  
The children were also asked if they thought Silsoe has enough greenspace and what improvements 
they would like to see (Appendix 3)  

 
The Greensand Trust attended the Annual Parish Meeting on 31st March 2010 to show the community 
the final version of the Green Infrastructure plan with the action plan and discuss how to take forward 
the aspirations.  
 
Context:  

Silsoe is situated midway between Bedford and Luton on the A6 and between Ampthill and Shefford 
on the A507.  Figure 1 below shows the location of Silsoe and its parish boundary: 
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Green Infrastructure Themes: 

Green Infrastructure has been divided into 4 themes; landscape, history, biodiversity and access, 
open space and recreation.  This is so the different elements of Green Infrastructure can be 
considered individually in detail as well as part of the integrated Green Infrastructure network.     
 
 
Landscape 
Figure 2 below illustrates the landscape within which Silsoe sits.  The Parish lies predominantly on 

gault clay with lower greensand to the north.  The River Flit forms the northern boundary of the parish.   
 
The character and development of Silsoe is closely associated with the main road from London to 
Bedford that originally ran through the centre of the village, attributing to its linear shape.  The road 
was later diverted to bypass the village.  It now runs through Wrest Park, set in a cutting to minimise 
its visual and noise effect on the house and its setting.  Wrest Park dominates the landscape to the 
east of Silsoe.  Park Avenue leads into Wrest Park with an impressive tree lined route to Wrest Park 
House at its end. 
 
The narrow High Street where the older buildings are centred is dominated by the sandstone church of 
St James, a beautiful landmark at the heart of the village.  It is an important skyline feature seen on 
the approach into the village from the A6.   
 
The local sandstone, used in walls and buildings throughout the village makes a significant 
contribution to the appearance of the village and is an important characteristic feature.  At the south 
end of the High Street the sandstone walls increase in height as the road rises towards the 
Almshouses, which contrasts with the more informal sandstone walls on Church Road.  All the walls 
give a sense of enclosure.  It is important that the sandstone features of Silsoe are preserved and 
some are in need of restoration.    
 
The older buildings in Silsoe are generally low, timber framed and rendered properties with slate or tile 
roofs.  There are also a few thatched cottages.   

 
Sandstone Church      Examples of building style in Silsoe 

 
The southern approach to the village is marked by modern developments and the College Campus 
site.  Major redevelopment is planned for this area of the village.  The recent development on the 
corner of West End Road is a good example of locally distinctive design which should be encouraged 
as a template for future development. 
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Biodiversity 
Silsoe hosts a wealth of wildlife and has seven County Wildlife Sites totalling 75ha, generally located 
around the periphery of the parish.  Figure 3 below illustrates the designated sites and notable areas 

of habitat in the parish. 
 
Silsoe Pit County Wildlife Site (CWS) is a small area of neutral grassland at the site of a former gravel 
pit.  Thrift Wood CWS, Buckle Grove CWS, Simpsonhill Plantation CWS and Warren Wood CWS all 
contain ancient semi-natural woodland.  In the sandy areas the woodland is generally sweet chestnut, 
birch, oak and hornbeam and on the clay it is mainly ash, maple and hazel.   
 

The River Flit is a CWS that marks the northern boundary of the parish.  It forms an important corridor 
for wildlife, with the wider Flit Valley CWS to either side providing a complex of wet woodland, 
floodplain grazing marsh, ditches, neutral grassland and fen, marsh and swamp habitats, together with 
old willows which form rich habitats in their own right. 
 
The grounds of Wrest Park are also a CWS as they have an important complex of neutral grassland, 
woodland and the lakes, together with old parkland trees, such as 300-year old yews.  The lakes are 
regionally important for their dragonflies and damselflies. 
 
Maulden Wood & Pennyfather's Hills SSSI and Maulden Heath SSSI are close by as is Cainhoe 
Quarry RIGS, which shows a good section through the Lower Woburn (‘Brown’ Sands).  
 
In addition to the designated wildlife sites there are large areas of permanent grassland to the south 
and east of the parish equating to roughly 135ha.  Acid grassland is found on the sandy, open areas, 
including the road verges, and there are good areas of lichens. 
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Historic Environment 
The historical significance of Silsoe is illustrated by Figure 4, with not only Wrest Park but a range of 
other features of interest and designated sites included in the Historic Environment Record (see 
Appendix 4 for more detail). 

 
The origin of the name Silsoe is slightly ambiguous.  The ‘oe’ part is from the Old English ‘hoh’ 
meaning a heal, which in many place names reflects the shape of a hill.  The name may have 
originated from ‘Sifels hoh’, meaning ‘Sifel’s hill’ but there is no record of anyone of this name living in 
the area.   
 
Silsoe was originally part of the parish of Flitton and in 1563 there were twenty one families living in 
the village.  In 1846 it became a separate parish and is now home to roughly 1729 people.  
 
The Bedford to London road originally passing through the village had a significant influence on its 
development as travel and trade increased during the late Medieval period.  The village had several 
inns serving drovers and travelers on the busy road and The George Hotel and the Star and Garter 
Public House still remain.  In 1981 the road was diverted through Wrest Park to bypass the village, 
divorcing some of the western parkland and the Silsoe lodges from their historic context.  
 
Wrest Park Estate was also closely association with the village’s development.  From the 13th Century 
until 1917 it was home to the de Grey family, who constructed a church, public buildings and some 
houses and cottages in the village.   
 
From 1651 onwards there are records suggesting the consolidation of the estate and the possible 
inception of a designed landscape around the house. In the 1670s land to the west and north of the 
house was acquired, as well as parts of the Cainhoe estate. The house was significantly aggrandised 
in 1676, with the addition of a grand classical north front and the initial laying out of formal gardens.   
 
Between 1710 and 1737 areas west and east of the Long Canal were fashioned into woodland 
gardens, with walks and allées leading to buildings and statuary. The whole area was enclosed by 
canals, and the Long Canal was extended by a cross arm running east-west.  
 
The original house lay to the south of the present one, and was altered and extended at various times 
before its final demolition and replacement in the 1830s, designed by Thomas Earl de Grey, an 
enthusiast for 18th century French architecture.  New formal gardens were laid out between the house 
and the woodland garden along with the Orangery, Italian Garden and Parterre with magnificent lead 
statues. 
 
Some of the most notable architects and designers of the 18th century were employed at Wrest. These 
included Giacomo Leoni (credited with the design of Diana’s Temple, and a series of arches for the 
parterre), Hawksmoor (obelisk, archway and possibly the early Bowling Green House), Thomas 
Archer (pavilions), Batty Langley (Bowling Green House, serpentine paths), James Gibbs (designs for 
summerhouses and shelters), and William Kent (obelisk). It has also been suggested that Lord 
Burlington was involved in a design for the Bowling Green House. The site was recorded in detail by 
Peter Tillemans (c1720-30), Edward Lawrence (1719), and John Rocque (1735 and 1737). 

 
As Wrest Park expanded from its medieval core it became a substantial house requiring servants, 
gardeners, stable hands, bakers and blacksmiths, who lived nearby in thatched and terrace cottages, 
some of which still exist in the village. 
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At St James’ Church most of the stained glass windows represent families of Wrest House and the 
altar rails were made from 17th century oak taken from Wrest House’s original chapel showing the 
close connection between the village and the estate.  
 
Around 1917 the contents of the House and some of the garden monuments were sold.  Considerable 
felling was carried out, including specimen plantings and many of the mature trees in the park.  Sun 
Insurance purchased the House and about 260 acres in 1939 for use as their wartime headquarters, 
and in 1946 the estate was sold to the Ministry of Public Buildings and Works, which leased it to the 
National Institute of Agricultural Engineering (later the Silsoe Research Institute and since 1994 part of 
the Biotechnology and Biological Research Council). The upkeep and maintenance of the garden 
buildings remained the responsibility of the Ministry, a responsibility subsequently inherited by the 
Department of the Environment and (from 1986) English Heritage.  The parkland beyond the garden 
core was not acquired by the Government and has been absorbed into the modern agricultural 
landscape encircling the historic garden.   
 
Many of the garden buildings and items of statuary have been conserved and repaired. However, the 
approach to the gardens has been rather ad hoc, characterised by basic maintenance and the 
occasional introduction of new features, such as the Berceaux Walk and some non-historical planting, 
such as in the Italian Garden. No explicit statement of philosophy for the conservation or restoration of 
the gardens appeared until 1983, when the first in a series of historical surveys and management 
plans was commissioned. Following Land Use Consultants’ Masterplan for Restoration and 
Management of 1993, work was carried out with the aim of returning the site to an eighteenth century 
layout and appearance.  
 
English Heritage acquired the House, eastern service buildings, gardens and Old Park in 2006 and is 
implementing large scale restoration and improvement plans so considerable changes are expected 
over the next 20 years.   
 

 
 
Wrest Park  

 
The campus of Cranfield University, specialists in science and technology, was based in the south of 
Silsoe and the area of the former campus grounds are now being redeveloped for housing, community 
use which will have a significant impact on the village.   
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Access, Open space and Recreation  
It is evident through engagement with local people that it is felt that Silsoe has very little accessible 
greenspace (it is important to note that although part of the GI network, Wrest Park cannot be 
considered as ‘accessible greenspace’ because an entrance fee is charged).  This is borne out by the 
evidence from the Mid Bedfordshire PPG17 Study (see below), with accessibility of the existing 
greenspaces an additional factor – many people are not close to the accessible greenspaces that do 
exist.  Figure 5 below illustrates how accessible greenspace is not evenly spread, being to the north 

and east.  The main area is the Millennium Green, a 4.94 hectare amenity space located off the High 
Street.  It was designed by Cranfield University landscape engineering students and residents, and 
was created with a grant of over £45,000.  Adjacent to the Millennium Green are the allotments.      
 

   

Millenium Park      Silsoe allotments     

Wrest Park is large historic parkland in the east of the parish.  It is a magnificent 37 hecatres of formal 
gardens, open spaces and sheltered woodland, complemented by reflective expanses of water and 
ornate garden buildings, such as the 19th century Orangery, the Bowling Green House and Archer’s 
Pavilion.  The gardens provide a fascinating history of gardening styles, laid out over 150 years and 
inspired by the great gardens of Versailles in France.   The gardens have always been valued even 
when more fashionable landscapers would have swept them away.  Visitors can enjoy a large variety 
of walks, as well as picnic areas and places to explore.  
  

      
Aerial view of Wrest Park        Wrest Park formal gardens  
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Unfortunately the woodlands in the area are privately owned so are generally not accessible to the 
public.  However there are footpaths running through Buckle Grove, Warren Wood and Simpsonhill 
Plantation.    

The Parish has a good footpath network and is fortunate to have a P3 group that help with the 
maintenance and reporting of problems along the rights of way as well as regularly leading guided 
walks.  Silsoe’s Parish Plan Group, with help from the P3 group and the Greensand Trust have 
recently been awarded a grant to produce a parish walks leaflet and an interpretation board for the 

village.   
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Mid Bedfordshire PPG17 Study: 
In 2008 Ashley Godfrey Associates carried out an assessment of the open space, sport and 
recreational needs of the former Mid Bedfordshire district, following guidelines set out by the 
Government in Planning Policy and Guidance note 17 (PPG17).  This study looked at where existing 
open spaces are located and where deficiencies exist.  It will help inform future decisions on the 
location, size and type of open spaces provided.  Within the ‘open space’ category, the following types 
are relevant to this study in terms of needs and deficiencies:  
 

 Country Parks – typically comprise a large area of land providing a mix of habitats and 

settings.  Less formal than an urban park, but typically including facilities such as car parking, 

visitor centre, toilets, cafe, interpretation and signage; 

 Natural & Semi-Natural Greenspaces –areas of  woodland, heathland, meadows, marsh, 

ponds & lakes, chalk grassland managed for their nature conservation value and benefits; 

 Amenity Greenspace – landscaped areas with no designated specific use, providing visual 

amenity or separating buildings or land uses;  

 Informal Recreation Space – areas providing opportunities for people to engage in activities 

such as walking, cycling, horse riding, dog walking, enjoying nature and informal play. 

 

Silsoe is located within an area considered to have adequate Country Park provision.  However, it was 
acknowledged within the study that Ampthill Park (the nearest site to Silsoe considered to be a 
Country Park, Wrest Park is not a Country Park) is at or over-capacity in terms of visitor impact.  The 
area was considered to be deficient in terms of Natural and Semi-Natural Greenspace and Amenity 
Greenspace.   
 
Silsoe was considered to have a sufficient quantity of Informal Recreation Space.  However, due to 
the location of such spaces not everyone is within easy reach of them.  The study therefore 
recommended provision of at least one new Informal Recreation Space for Silsoe. 
 
 

The Mid Bedfordshire GI Plan: 
The Mid Bedfordshire GI Plan identifies a network for protecting and enhancing GI across the whole of 
the former Mid Beds District.  This Network is broken down into a series of ‘areas’, each with an 
‘Action List’ of potential projects to help deliver the Network.  Much of Silsoe is within the Southern 
Clay Ridge and Vale area of the Green Infrastructure Network identified in the Mid Beds GI Plan. 
 
The Mid Beds GI Plan includes aspirations for the Harlington to Pulloxhill Ridge, an area with 

scattered fragments of rich habitat stretching from grasslands and wetlands around Toddington to 
Silsoe, noting opportunities to rebuild a network of species rich hedgerows and grasslands including 
arable field margins to support strong populations of farmland species and to buffer and link those 
important existing fragments.  
 
The Mid Beds GI Plan will be reviewed in late 2011.  This Parish GI Plan, along with the range of 
others commissioned at the same time across the former Mid and South Beds areas over the last few 
years, will be used to inform any future revision. 
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The Green Infrastructure Network:  
Figure 6 shows the proposed GI network for Silsoe, with the proposals that have resulted from the 

workshop and drop-in session illustrated and listed in the table below (the projects numbered 33-38 
are not illustrated as they were added as a result of the drop-in session).  These proposals are also 
listed in the table below.  The identified GI network illustrates the areas where it is considered 
attention should be focused on creating a multi-functional network of routes and greenspaces.  
Appendix 1 is an Action Plan for delivering these projects, with potential leads, partners and 

timescales indicated.  This Action Plan is intended to be an ‘active’ document, reviewed annually 
between Silsoe Parish Council and the Greensand Trust to assess progress and steer delivery.  As 
part of the process discussions with Central Bedfordshire Council (Highways, Countryside Access 
and Cycling/Walking) have been held to identify how community priorities fit with their own 
aspirations and programmes. 
 

'Proposed Allocation Sites' identify where future development (housing and/or employment) can 
potentially take place (through the Local Development Framework process).  Where such sites 
overlap with identified GI aspirations, consideration should be given to a) whether the aspiration(s) 
can be delivered as part of a potential built development, or b) whether an alternative location for the 
aspiration(s) can be found.  Such developments may contribute, either financially or through direct 
works, to the implementation of GI aspirations. 
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GI Proposals: 
 

No. Proposal 

1 Safe crossings required on A6  
2 Protect orchards – one is in Cranfield University grounds and remnants at the Beeches 
3 Plant a woodland 
4 Feature planting of deciduous trees (silver birch) with autumn and spring bulbs beneath them. 
5 New bridleway along redundant Warren Lane 
6 Access to Gardens all year round free of charge to Silsoe residents 
7 Retain free of development to safeguard the rural character of the southern approach to the 

village. Possible bog garden and wildflower meadow – liable to flooding.   
8 Green noise barrier along the A6 
9 Retain greenspace between village and Wrest Park.  English Heritage has suggested 

converting this area to formal parkland to protect and enhance Wrest Park.   
10 Preserve greenspace to the west of the village 
11 Footpath linking West End Rd with Holly Walk and Silsoe Rd 
12 Wildflower Meadow 
13 Improve area at the turning from the A6 into the village – possibly trees and meadow 
14 New footpath from footpath at Buckle Grove to A6 
15 Maintain existing areas of greenspace.  English Heritage has suggested converting this area 

to formal parkland to protect and enhance Wrest Park 
16 Establish footpaths – one along Barton Road, one from north of settlement to the A6 and one 

along an existing track through woodland east of Wrest Park.   
17 Restore footpath along Park Avenue 
18 Community woodland to be created from current plantation as part of Cranfield development 

plan.   
19 Playing fields, village park, village green and pond to be established as part of the Cranfield 

development plan 
20 Currently designated Registered Parkland.  Should be retained as greenspace (links village to 

its historical past).   
21 Landscape improvements/enhancements at High Street north  
22 Establish a new bridleway as an extension of the existing one east of Wrest Park House and 

Gardens, running north using existing unofficial tracks to link with Castle hill and Clophill 
footpath/bridleway system. 

23 Protect Tree lined avenue at the northern end of High Street as it creates an impressive and 
important view as you enter the village from the north.   

24 Improve/enhance the Millennium Green 
25 Improve/enhance Park Avenue 
26 New bridleway/cycleway going north from Park Avenue, following line of A6 bypass to 

junction of Clophill Rd with the A6, combined with a green/wildlife corridor   
27 Investigate improving the Gault Pit.   
28 Protect view looking south to Sharpenhoe Clappers 
29 Protect view across fields and hills to thrift wood 
30 Protect open fields (currently used for horses)  
31 Protect view from church road towards Wrest Park and Gravenhurst.  The tree lined avenue is 

important linking the village to the wider countryside and its historical past.  
32 Any proposed development should safeguard and retain important open land north and south 

of the village to ensure landscape and significant local views are retained, especially that of 
the Church. 

33 Vegetable and plant swap shop in village hall 
34 Reinstate trees through the village – particularly replace chestnut tree removed from village 

hall car park. 
35 Village history project 
36 More trees and wildlife throughout village to increase biodiversity 
37 Communicate with English Heritage about their plans 
38 Retain, maintain and restore all sandstone walls in the parish 
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Green Infrastructure Aspirations from Silsoe Lower School Pupils:  

It was excellent to see that several aspirations put forward by pupils complemented those suggested 
at the workshop and drop in sessions.  Additional proposals that are relevant to this plan are: 

1. Allotments for children 
2. More signposted routes for walking, especially through the countryside and special dog 

walking routes. 
3. More shelters and benches 

(Please see appendix for more the full results of the GI session at Silsoe Lower School) 
 
Prioritisation of Aspirations: 
To aid delivery of the most important projects, it was felt important to get a view of which projects had 
the highest levels of community support.  Attendees at the drop-in session were asked to indicate 
which projects they supported, and the Graph below illustrates the results (note that projects 33 
onwards were added at the workshop so it was not possible to include these in the prioritisation).  It is 

intended that these priorities are reviewed periodically as part of any review of the Action Plan and 
delivery and is suggested that the Action Plan is reviewed annually to measure progress and assess 
ongoing priorities. 
 

 
 

The top 5 projects were: 
 

23.  Protect Tree lined avenue at the northern end of High Street as it creates an impressive 
and important view as you enter the village from the north.   

31. Protect view from church road towards Wrest Park and Gravenhurst.  The tree lined 
avenue is important linking the village to the wider countryside and its historical past 

32.  Any proposed development should safeguard and retain important open land north and 
south of the village to ensure landscape and significant local views are retained, especially 
that of the Church. 

7. Retain free of development to safeguard the rural character of the southern approach to 
the village. Possible bog garden and wildflower meadow – liable to flooding. 

28. Protect view looking south to Sharpenhoe Clappers 
 
It is interesting to note how many of these relate to protecting views, landscapes and open space, 
illustrating how much local people value local landscape and distinctiveness. 
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APPENDIX 1: ACTION PLAN (last updated August 2010) 
Green shading indicated community priorities. 
 

Green Infrastructure Proposals Possible 
lead 

Other possible 
partners 

Time-
scale 

Additional 
comments 

1. Safe crossings required on A6 CBC 
Highways 

PC, EH, CBC 
Cycling, Sustrans 

Long 
term 

Is it in the 
Highways 
programme? 

2. Protect orchards – in Cranfield University 
grounds and remnants at the Beeches 

PPG Bedfordshire and 
Luton Orchard 
Group, GST 

 S106 - 
timetable 

3. Plant a woodland PPG Woodland Trust, 
GST, SPC 

Long 
term 

Land 
ownership 
needs 
investigating  

4. Feature planting of deciduous trees 
(silver birch) with autumn and spring 
bulbs underneath 

PC 
PPG 

Gardeners club, 
Millennium green 

 Explore 
suitability 

5. New bridleway along redundant Warren 
Lane 

P3 CBC RoW, CBC 
Cycling and 
Sustrans 

 Has been 
declassified 
and gated to 
prevent 
access 

6. Access to gardens all year round free of 
charge to Silsoe residents 

PC EH   

7. Retain free of development to safeguard 
the rural character of the southern 
approach to the village. Possible bog 
garden and wildflower meadow – liable to 
flooding 

PC CBC  Investigate 
land 
ownership 

8. Green noise barrier along the A6 CBC 
Highways 

PC, PPG  Surfacing 
issue, any 
survey 
information? 

9. Retain greenspace between village and 
Wrest Park. English Heritage has 
suggested converting this area to formal 
parkland to protect and enhance Wrest 
Park  

EH    

10. Preserve greenspace to the west of the 
village 

PC   Maintain gap 
between 
Silsoe and 
Ward Hedges 

11. Create a footpath linking West End Road 
with Holly Walk and Silsoe Road 

P3 CBC CAS (ROW)   

12. Create a wildflower meadow PC PPG, GST  See s106 
agreement 

13. Improve area – possibly trees and 
meadow 

PPG   Fly tipping. 
Investigate 
land 
ownership 

14. Create a footpath – circular walk PPG 
P3 

CBC CAS, CBC 
Highways, PC 

 More info 
required 

15. Maintain existing areas of greenspace. 
English Heritage has suggested 

As 9.    
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converting this area to formal parkland to 
protect and enhance Wrest Park 

16. Establish footpaths P3, PC, 
PPG 

CBC CAS and 
Highways 

 a) Connecting 
along 
Clophill 
Road to 
footpath on 
opposite 
side of A6 
to Clophil. 
This has to 
be 
considered 
with the 
safe 
crossing in 
action 
point 1.  

b) Creation 
of footpath 
links here 
will form a 
circular 
route to 
south and 
east of 
village. 

17. Restore footpath P3 CBC CAS and 
Highways 

 Already exists 
as a footpath, 
need to 
improve 
condition. Link 
to action point 
25. 

18. Community Woodland to be created from 
current plantation as part of Cranfield 
development plan 

PPG Woodland Trust, 
GST 

 S106  

19. Playing fields, village park, village green 
and pond to be established as part of the 
Cranfield Development Plan 

PC 
CBC 
DC 

GST  S106 

20. Currently designated registered parkland. 
Should be retained as greenspace (links 
village to its historical past) 

EH   Is this 
registered 
parkland? 

21. Landscape improvements/enhancements 
at High Street North 

PC 
PPG 

   

22. Establish a new bridleway as an 
extension of the existing one east of 
Wrest Park House and Gardens, running 
north using existing unofficial tracks to 
link with Castle Hill and Clophill 
footpath/bridleway systems 

P3 CBC CAS 
EH 

 Investigate 
feasibility and 
land 
ownership 

23. Protect a tree-lined avenue at the 
northern end of High street as it creates 
an impressive and important view as you 
enter the village from the north 

PPG 
PC 

CBC Landscape 
Officer 
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24. Improve/enhance the Millennium Green   MGT PPG   

25. Improve/enhance Park Avenue    Link to action 
point 17. 

26. New bridleway/cycleway going north from 
Park Avenue, following line of A6 bypass 
to junction of Clophill Road with the A6, 
combined with a green/wildlife corridor 

PC 
PPG 

CBC Cycling 
Officer, Highways 

 Need to 
demonstrate 
need for this 
route. 

27. Investigate improving the gault pit CBC CAS GST   Initial 
investigation 

28. Protect view looking south to Sharpenhoe 
Clappers  

PC CBC Landscape 
Officer 

 Outside village 
envelope, 
unlikely to see 
development 

29. Protect view across fields and hills to 
Thrift Wood 

PC CBC Landscape 
Officer 

 Outside village 
envelope, 
unlikely to see 
development 

30. Protect view over open fields (currently 
used for horses) 

PC CBC Landscape 
Officer 

 Outside village 
envelope, 
unlikely to see 
development 

31. Protect view from Church Road towards 
Wrest Park and Gravenhurst. The tree-
lined avenue is important linking the 
village to the wider countryside and its 
historical past 

PC CBC Landscape 
Officer, EH 

 Ongoing 
issue.  
PC opposed to 
intensification 
of commercial 
use 

32. Any proposed development should 
safeguard and retain important open land 
north and south of the village to ensure 
landscape and significant local views are 
retained, especially that of the church 

PC 
PPG 

CBC Landscape 
Officer, 
Development 
Control 

  

33.  Vegetable and plant swap shop in village 
hall 

Gardenin
g club 

Village Hall 
Committee 

 Not really 
green 
infrastructure, 
already done 
in allotments? 

34. Reinstate trees through the village – 
particularly replace chestnut tree 
removed from village hall car park. 

PPG CBC Tree Officer, 
Village Hall 
Committee 

  

35. Village history project  P3? 
HER? 

 Research and 
information 
written but not 
published due 
to lack of 
funding. 
Investigate 
possibilities on 
web? 

36. More trees and wildlife throughout village 
to increase biodiversity 

PPG    

37.  Communicate with English Heritage 
about their plans 

PC EH  ongoing 

38. Retain, maintain and restore all 
sandstone walls in the parish 

PPG GST, CBC 
Historic 
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Environment 
Record  

 

GST – Greensand Trust 

CBC – Central Bedfordshire Council  

CAS – Countryside Access Service 

EH – English Heritage  

ROW – Rights of Way 

PC – Parish Council 

HER – Historic Environment Record  

PPG – Parish Plan Group 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 2:  
 
Workshop Attendees:  
Mary Marshall  
Helen Skepper 
John Kirkham 
Mary Peart 
Lionel Mann  
Jan Jarrard 
Mike Jarrard 
Alan Jenkinson 
Ian Kelly 
Geoff Warwick  
Doreen Warwick  
Tony Dutton  
Pauline O'Neill  
Helen Skepper 
Phil Kevan  
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Appendix 3: 
 
Silsoe Lower School Green Infrastructure: 
 
Session Results 

Number of respondents: 18, Year 4 (age 8 and 9) 
Male: 13  Female: 5 
Live in Silsoe: 11  Barton: 3 Clophill: 3 
 
What do you like about the outdoors? 
Playing football 2   Listening to the birds 
Fresh air    Cycling 3 
Climbing    Playing 5 
Wildlife     Lots of things to do 
Playing sports    Running 
Playing golf 
 
 
 
 
How much do you like being outdoors? 1 least to 5 most 

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

Male Female

1 - least

2

3

4

5 - most

 
What do you like least about the outdoors? 

Nothing     Smells bad 
Traffic     Falling over/hurting themselves 
Having to walk places 2  Cold/ wet/ bad weather 2 
Litter 3     Dirty/dog fouling 2 
Wasps and bees   Having to rake leaves in the autumn 
 
Do you think there is enough greenspace in Silsoe?  
1 not enough, 3 just right, 5 too much 

0

1

2

3

4

5

male female

1 - not enough

2

3 - just right

4

5 - too much

 

Number 
of 

children 

Number 
of 

children 
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Which greenspaces do you use?  What do you use them for? 

Millennium Green 7   Playing 11  
Wrest Park 6    Walking 6 
School Grounds 10   Dog walking 6 
Park 11    Football 6 
Gardens 12    Dens 1 
Woods 4    Tree climbing 3 
Fields 8    Cricket 2 
Football pitch 4   Watching wildlife 3 
Stables 4    Cycling 5 
Churchyard 3    Golf 1 
Golf course 1    Horse/Pony riding 2 
Allotments 1 
 
What would improve the greenspaces around Silsoe? 

 Planting flowers/trees, lots more trees 

 Kids allotments 

 More signposted routes for walking, and special dog walking routes. 

 There used to be a mobile skate park, but it has stopped coming and should come back. 

 Make people pick up dog mess on Millennium Green. 

 More things in playground 

 More walking routes through fields 

 Places to watch wildlife, and things to attract more wildlife 

 Skate park 

 Adventure playground with big climbing frames and a castle 

 Shelters/ benches 

 Stop people dropping litter 
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Appendix 4: Information from the Historic Environment Record for Bedfordshire: 

A variety of historic sites are shown on Figure 4.  Integrating these sites into green infrastructure plans 
can help to preserve parish history.  The numbers next to most of the site boundaries represent 
locations in the Historic Environment Record (HER), which is kept at Borough Hall in Bedford.  The 
table below gives a brief summary of each numbered site; more details are available from the HER, 
along with historic maps of the parish.  Due to the scale of this map all historic buildings have been 
omitted, as have most of the details within Wrest Park. For advice or further information about historic 
areas in your parish please contact the Historic Environment Information Officer at Central 
Bedfordshire Council (01234 228072 or Stephen.coleman@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk). 

 

217 MOAT, Newbury Farm 

218 MOAT 

582 CROPMARKS 

1890 'MARL PIT' 

2541 SAND PIT 

2905 CLAY PIT 

2906 SAND PITS 

2923 ?CLAY PIT 

2966 GRAVEL PIT 

3051 GRAVEL PIT 

3052 OLD SAND PIT SW of Cainhoe Castle 

3154 WINDMILL (site of) 'Windmill Hill' 

3520 CROPMARKS 

3552 CROPMARKS N of Wrest House 

4443 ?MOAT NE of Wrest House 

6704 CLAY PIT 

7365 RIDGE & FURROW 

7653 WARREN (site of) Simpsonhill Plantation 

7654 SAND PIT Simpsonhill Plantation 

7656 SAND & STONE PIT 

7657 OLD GRAVEL PIT 

7790 MILESTONE (site of) 

7792 SAND PIT 

7793 TRACK Flitton-Clophill 

7794 FARM (site of) & CROPMARKS 

8755 WREST PARK 

8965 ST JAMES' PARISH CHURCHYARD 

9135 GRAVEL PIT FIELD 

13233 THRIFT WOOD Ancient Woodland 

13234 SIMPSONHILL PLANTATION Ancient Woodland 

13237 BUCKLE GROVE Ancient Woodland 

15089 CROPMARKS, S.W. of Buckle Grove 

15260 SITE of OLD HOUSE, Wrest Park 

15610 MESOLITHIC-BRONZE AGE FLINTS, Simpsonhill Plantation 

16102 ? PREHISTORIC OCCUPATION, Yellow House Farm 

17002 SILSOE MEDIEVAL VILLAGE 

17003 WEST END MEDIEVAL SETTLEMENT 
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