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1 Executive Summary
The Parish Plan Steering Group was established in January 
2007 to determine what the parishioners of Clophill wanted 
the Parish to be like in future. Open questions were posed 
to gather ideas from every household in June 2007. These 
ideas were used by a set of focus groups to determine the 
comprehensive questions for the final questionnaire sent 
out to every household in March 2008. This questionnaire 
resulted in an outstanding 59% response! Questionnaire 
response rates are normally between 10-15%.

In order to meet Parishioners aspirations as expressed in the 
replies to the questionnaire the Steering Group recommend 
the following actions to the Parish Council1:

1. Provision of and community access to the 
recreational land at the Degussa’s lakes site

2. Renovation of the Old Bridge at the Green and 
regeneration of the surrounding area

3. Retention of the village school

4. Strict enforcement of the planning laws and 
conservation principles to retain the character of the 
village

5. Continued support by the local police and extension 
of the Neighbourhood Watch scheme

6. Enhancement of recycling facilities

7. Road noise and safety to continue to be a priority. 
Use of the suggested methods of control

8. Improvement to road maintenance

9. Action to eliminate anti social behaviour at the Old 
Church site.

10. Renovate the Lock Up and Pound and enhance the 
bus shelter at the Green

11. Action to reduce emissions and increase energy 
efficiency 

12. Improvements to pavement access for wheelchairs / 
pushchairs and the addition of a school crossing to 
provide safe access to the School and help to reduce car 
congestion

13. Provision of a Farmers’ Market and Community Café at 
the Green

14. Creation and display of walking guides for the local 
parish rights of way

15. Maintenance of parish walls

16. Provision of a community woodland along with the 
recent nature reserve

17. Expansion of ‘Spotlight’, the Parish Magazine to include 
a youth / school page

18. Action to reduce litter and dog fouling

19. Extension of the A507 cycle path to Clophill

20. Provision of a 6-12 year old adventure playground

21. Creation of changing facilities at the Village Hall so 
teams can play there

22. Adherence to development guidelines suggested in this 
plan

23. Improvement to public seating provision; inclusion of 
flower boxes

24. Planting of additional trees and landscape management 
where appropriate

25. Re creation of an information pack for newcomers and 
weatherproofing of notice boards

26. Conversion of fallow land to arable or grazing

27. Parking solutions for certain hot spot areas in the Parish

28. Re creation of the Village Fête and more events for 12-
16 year olds

29. Enhanced sports provision, such as hard courts or 
football / cricket pitch, at the recreation ground

30. Retention of the bus service from the Green

31. Utilisation of our church(es) as a music rehearsal space 
for young people 

32. Action to eliminate anti social behaviour at the Parish 
hot spots using lighting and CCTV

Assistance:

We have had offers of voluntary help through the final 
questionnaire from 74 parishioners for specific action 
groups. We hope this is an indication of the future success of 
the plan’s implementation.

Dear Residents,

As Chairman of the Parish Council, I would like to 
thank the residents of Clophill for their contribution 
to the Parish Plan. The response rate to the 
questionnaire was extremely high and reflects the 
interest residents take in the development of our 
village.

My particular thanks go to the Parish Plan Steering 
Committee and their leader, Ali Bradbury, whose 
enthusiasm and hard work has transformed the 
concept of a parish plan into reality.

 The excellent detailed analysis of the information 
from the questionnaires will ensure that future plans 
and policies carried forward by the Parish Council 
will be in line with, and driven by the wishes of our 
residents.

Roland Browne 
Chairman of the Parish Council.

1Where actions sit outside of the Parish Council’s jurisdiction it is recommended that the Parish Council assist by liaising, or appointing 
someone to liaise with, the relevant parties.

Dear Residents,

Clophill is already an attractive, friendly and vibrant 
village, thanks to the many people who give their 
time and energy to support our community. I would 
like to thank all the volunteers who already do so 
much for our village. 

It was, however, gratifying to get such a good 
response rate to the questionnaires. This will 
hopefully mean more people getting mobilised 
to help maintain and improve our village and our 
community. We hope that the coming years will see 
support from many of you to realise some of your 
ideas and suggestions. 

Thanks to everyone who responded and, in 
particular, to the Parish Plan Steering Group for all 
their hard work.

Ali Bradbury 
Clophill Parish Plan Steering Group Chairman
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History of our Parish 
Extract From: ‘Clophill - Coate’, A Topographical Dictionary of England 
(1848)

CLOPHILL (St. Mary), a parish, in the union of Amphill 
(sic), hundred of Flitt, county of Bedford, 1 mile (N. by E.) 
from Silsoe; containing 1066 inhabitants. It comprises by 
computation 2340 acres, of which about 1400 are arable, 
and 700 pasture. The soil is light and sandy, with some 
portions of gravel, clay, and moorland; the surface is rather 
hilly, and the lower grounds are subject to inundation 
from the river Ivel, which flows through the parish. The 
living is a rectory, valued in the king’s books at £12; net 
income, £522; patron, Earl de Grey. The tithes have been 
commuted for £239, and the glebe contains 70 acres, with 
a glebehouse. The church stands upon an eminence at 
some distance from the village. There is a place of worship 
for Wesleyans. At Cainhoe are vestiges of the moated 
castle of the barons d’Albini: the hill on which it stood is 
high and steep, and overgrown with coppice-wood. Here 
was also a religious house, probably a cell to St. Alban’s 
Abbey. 

Today: 
The High Street running east to west through Clophill is no 
longer a main road. The A507 now bypasses Clophill to 
the south of the Old Cainhoe Castle. 

Land use has changed significantly. Between 1948 and 
1953 approximately 75% of the land was arable or used 
for market gardening and a further 10% was used for 
livestock including hay cutting. Between 1955 and 1965 
much of the previous arable land was changed to market 
gardening. From 1975 to 1985 the majority was returned 
to arable usage with very little market gardening. The 
golf course was developed and took some of the land 
previously used for livestock and hay production. Now 
some of the arable land is fallow but none of the land is 
used for market gardening.  There are, however, areas for 
livestock and arable land still dotted throughout the Parish.

The population has only increased by 296 people in 
150 years. We currently have 1360 parishioners on the 
electoral role. The Parish is served today by two churches 
(The Methodist Church and St Mary’s Church of England); 
St Mary’s Lower School (5 to 9 year olds); a village hall; 
a village post office and store; three public houses (The 
Stone Jug, The Flying Horse and The Green Man, the latter 
2 being mainly restaurants); a hairdressers (Grooms) and a 
number of health and fitness centres. 

Clophill Parish is bordered by the Parishes of Haynes to the 
north, Campton & Chicksands to the east, Maulden to the 
west and Silsoe to the south west.

2 Introduction

2.1 Why
In November 2000 the government made a strong 
commitment to a major change in the way local government 
and parish councils respond to the needs of their constituent 
communities.

The Rural White Paper ‘Our Countryside – The Future’ 
launched the concept of parish plans whose purpose is to:  

“set out a vision of what is important, how new 
developments can best be fitted in, the design and quality 
standards it should meet, how to preserve valued local 
features and to map out the facilities which the community 
needs to safeguard the future”.

Plans should

“identify key facilities and services, set out the problems 
that need to be tackled and demonstrate how distinctive 
character and features can be preserved”.

Parish plans are part of the Countryside Agency’s  
‘Vital Villages’ initiative and grants of up to £2000 have been 
made available to parish plan groups to help fund the cost of 
producing such plans.

The Parish Council called a meeting in January 2007 in 
Clophill Village Hall to find a group of volunteers to form 
a steering group to create a parish plan for Clophill. There 
were 9 volunteers. A steering group was formed at this 
meeting and have been working towards this goal ever since.

The steering group is independent of the Parish Council. 
However, two members of the Council were appointed 
in an advisory capacity. Unfortunately one was unable to 
continue shortly after start up due to illness but Bob Parker-
Eaton, the other councillor, kindly filled both roles. As time 
passed a couple of original volunteers withdrew due to 
other commitments and some new volunteers came forward 
leaving the core team shown opposite.

2.2 Who
Parish Plan Steering Group:

Focus Groups:

Focus groups were created shortly after the formation 
of the Steering Group. It is these focus groups (shown in 
the diagram below) that developed the Parish Plan final 
questionnaire. 

Making the Plan a Reality:

If the village continue their considerable support for the 
plan, following our consultation period in October 2008, 
then it will become a reality over the next 5 years. It will be 
managed by the Parish Council going forward with a parish 
plan liaison officer communicating between the action  
group leads (forming a ‘Parish Plan Liaison Group’) and the 
Parish Council. 

The more volunteers who come forward to join action 
groups, the more we will be able to achieve.

The current Parish Plan Steering Group will disband and its 
members will take up new roles within the action groups 
of their choice. Those who took part in focus groups will 
hopefully join suitable action groups. Any focus groups who 
want to remain active, to focus on all of their interest area, 
will become part of the Parish Plan Liaison Group.

Parishioners will be kept updated as the plan progresses, and 
changes occur, via the Parish notice boards, web site  
(www.clophillonline.co.uk/cpp) and magazine (‘Spotlight’). 

2.3 What
The idea of a parish plan is for a group of voluntary 
parishioners to consult the rest of the Parish over an 18 
month to 2 year period to understand exactly what the 
desires of the Parish are for the next 5 to 10 years. After this 
2 year consultation period the plan is handed to the Parish 
Council as recommendations and guidance for the future. 
The action plan is designed to be taken forward by  
a series of action groups to achieve the goals described.  
The action groups must liaise with each other and the Parish 
Council on a regular basis to ensure that all parties are 
taking appropriate and consistent action. Action groups will 
be formed of those who volunteered on the questionnaire 
and anyone else who wants to come forward as a result of 
reading this document.

2.4 When
Life cycle:

3 How 

3.1 Initial Questionnaire

3.1.1 Purpose
The initial questionnaire was sent to all parishioners as an 
open forum to provide ideas about what things ought to be 
added; maintained or removed from our parish. Parishioners 
were free to select any topic they felt was appropriate.

The free text responses were categorised into interest areas 
to allow analysis and to understand where interest lay within 
the parish. These were subsequently turned into focus 
groups to assist with the next steps in the process.

3.1.2 Response

Number of 
responses Response type % of  

responses

194 Households with 2 
residents 55%

54 Households with 3 
residents 15%

89 Households with 1 
resident 25%

16 Households with 4 
residents 5%

353 households responded out of a total of 688 in the 
Parish = 51%

Steering 
Group formed

Initial Questionnaire 
distributed, focus 

groups formed, 
web site created

Planning for Real 
Event at  

the Village Hall

Final Questionnaire 
compiled and 

distributed

Final 
Questionnaires 
collected and 

database created

Data 
Analysis

Action Plan  
created

Final Questionnaire 
results released at 
Consultation Event

Jan 07

March 08 June 08 July 08 Aug 08 Sept 08

June 07 Sept 07 Feb 08

Ali Bradbury 
Chairman

Ray Wolfenden 
Secretary & Treasurer

Fraser Wood 
General Assistance

Diana Diggins 
General Assistance

Roger Diggins 
General Assistance

Duncan Beattie 
Communication 

Officer

Kathy Harris 
Vice Chairman

David Williams 
General Assistance

Bob Parker-Eaton 
Parish Council Liaison



3.1.2 Response (continued)

Interest Area response rates:

Conservation 203

Positive pointsLeisure/Communication/Employment/Health 194

Environment 154

Highways & Transportation 61

Schooling/Youth Support 43

Planning & Development 37

Churches 23

Policing 14

Community Support 2

Highways & Transportation 289
Points 

for improvement
Planning & Development 180

Leisure/Communication/Employment/Health 101

Schooling/Youth Support 91

Environment 86

Policing 79

Conservation 33

Community Support 4

Churches 0

3.3 Final Questionnaire

3.3.1 Purpose
The final questionnaire was again sent to all parishioners but 
as closed questions based on our consultation. The questions 
were specific and closed to enable clear interpretation and 
analysis of the results. The questionnaire was divided into 
the interest areas created from the initial questionnaire. 
The popularity of these was reassessed as parishioners 
could select their preferences from all the ideas collected 
rather than having to brainstorm them individually as they 
had in the initial questionnaire. The questions included all 
possible actions (maintain as-is, remove, improve, create) 
which could be taken. The responses from all the returned 
questions were put into a database and analysed to assess 
popularity. The questionnaires also allowed parishioners to 
indicate those activities with which they would like to assist. 
The analysis has enabled this prioritised action plan to be 
developed. This is provided as a recommendation to the 
Parish Council.

3.3.2 Response
We had an outstanding response of 53% of all households 
(364 out of 688 households) and 59% of all residents (809 
out of 1360 residents)! We are told by experts that this is an 
exceptional response for any type of questionnaire.

74 parishioners have come forward from this questionnaire 
offering their voluntary support: see table right

3.4 ‘Results Release’ Consultation at the 
Flower Festival

3.4.1 Purpose
The purpose of this event is to communicate the results of 
the final questionnaire analysis to parishioners. The actions 
have been ranked (see section 5.1) taking into account 
both positive, negative (prefer action not to go ahead) and 
undecided feedback.

During this event we hope to obtain further volunteers to 
support the actions identified through the process described. 
It may be the case that items which are lower in priority may 
get actioned first, simply because they have more volunteers 
willing to help. The idea is that only positive results will get 
actioned as they have the majority of the village supporting 
them.

4. Analysis Summary

4.1 Overall

At this stage of our investigations ‘Highways and 
Transportation’ was the interest area needing the most work 
and ‘Conservation’ was the area where people were already 
mostly satisfied.

3.2 ‘Planning for Real’ Consultation Barbeque

3.2.1 Purpose
The ‘Planning for Real’ event took place on the 16th 
September 2007. It formed part of the standard process 
to be followed in generating a parish plan. The idea is 
to use all the information gathered to date from all the 
focus groups and talk to the parishioners about it. The 
parishioners then used a very large scale map of the parish 
to mark where they would like to see things maintained or 
changed in any way.

3.2.2 Response
The turn out to the ‘Planning for Real’ event was incredible. 
It formed a key part of the generation of the final 
questionnaire. Many thanks to all those who attended and 
took part.

3.3.2 voluntary response

Action group:
No. of  

volunteers 
to date:

Walking (footpaths and footpath clearance) 22

Energy efficiency & Recycling 
(environmental) 20

Conservation Group  
(for planning and development) 8

Conservation (eg around the Green) 8

Policing  
(inc 5 Neighbourhood Watch volunteers) 8

Sport (tennis club & cricket club) 6

General assistance 6

More public seating; flowers and plants. 
Tree planting and landscape management 
(village appearance)

5

Community support (help with reading  
/ letter writing) 5

Parking at the Green (inc bus stop) 5

Pavement access; school crossing and 
congestion (inc road safety) 6

Old bridge renovation, the Green 4

Events (inc Fête) 3

Old Church 2

Lakes Area 2

Farmers’ Market and Community Café 2
Children’s 6-12 year old adventure 
playground 1

Youth support 1

Spotlight support 1

Re-use scheme 1

Changes to village hall 1

Seating around village 1

Local History group 1

Cycle track development 1

Local business support 1

Woodland (monitoring) 1

Level of interest by category 

Attendees:

Male Female Total

85 113 198

The score is calculated by summing the positive normalised values for each interest area.



4.2 Environmental
This was the MOST popular 
interest area according 
to the results of the final 
questionnaire. 

Parishioners are extremely 
keen to clear up the area 
around the Old Bridge at the 
Green. Recycling is also a 
hot topic with most people 

wanting to extend their recycling, particularly plastics. 
Parishioners are very keen to reduce their carbon footprint 
and make public buildings more energy and waste 
efficient. The parish is also keen on doing our own energy 
generation for both public and private buildings.

The following topics were the top items people in the 
Parish would like to see, starting with the highest priority:

• Cleaning up of the river around the Old Bridge at the 
Green.

• Extension of the current plastic recycling collections3

• Retention of a glass recycling facility.

• Reduction of the Parish’s energy consumption via energy 
efficiency/waste water recycling and rainwater re-use 
in all our public buildings (the Village Hall, St Mary’s 
Lower School, St Mary’s Church and the Methodist 
Church).

• Introduction of glass collections.

• A plastic recycling facility in the parish for recyclable 
plastics which are not currently collected.

• Reduction of the Parish’s energy consumption by public 
buildings generating their own energy using for example, 
solar power or biomass fuels.

• Reduction of the Parish’s energy consumption by 
extending parishioners use of solar power.

• Agreement that reduction of energy consumption 
globally has to start at a community level.

• A corrugated card recycling facility in the parish (glued 
card). Corrugated card is currently not collected in our 
recyclable waste. It can, however, be recycled at the 
Ampthill tidy tip.

4.3 Highways and Transportation
This was the SECOND 
most popular interest area 
according to the results of the 
final questionnaire. 

Speeding was by far the 
greatest concern. The 
other major concerns were 
appropriate parking; road and 
pavement maintenance and  

       cycle route provision.

The following topics were the top items people in the 
Parish would like to see, starting with the highest priority:

• Reduction of the speed limit on the Bedford Road 
section of the A6 reduced to 40mph. This is currently 
being progressed by the Parish Council. 

• Better road, channel and gully maintenance. 

• Prevention of pavement parking to allow pushchair and 
wheelchair access. 

• Better hedgerow maintenance to ease access along our 
pavements. 

• Introduction of a pedestrian crossing at the School. 

• Continuation of the Shefford cycle track along the A507 
to Clophill. 

• Introduction of a mobile electronic speed display in the 
High Street to reduce traffic speed. This is already being 
progressed by the Parish Council. 

• Resurfacing and levelling of the north side pavement on 
the High Street as quickly as possible. Implementation 
of a 20mph zone, where appropriate, in the Parish. 

• Allocation of longer term parking near to the Green for 
parishioners needing to drive from the boundaries of 
the Parish to then catch a bus from the Green.

4.4 Leisure
This was the THIRD most 
popular interest area 
according to the results of the 
final questionnaire.

The greatest concern was 
the future of the Lakes 
Area. A desire for circular 
walks, picnic areas and also 
bird watching and fishing 

were evident. Parishioners were also keen on a Farmers’ 
Market and a playground aimed at 6-12 year olds. 
Changing facilities at the Village Hall were also desirable 
to enable full use of the suggested hard and soft pitches at 
the recreation ground opposite the Village Hall.

The following topics were the top items people in the 
Parish would like to see, starting with the highest priority:

• Access to the Lakes Area and the introduction of a 
circular walk. This is currently being progressed by the 
Parish Council and other interest groups. Progress is, 
however, stalled whilst the current owners (Degussa) 
appeal against the Public Enquiry decision to support 
the village and provide access to the area.

• Provision of a picnic area at the Lakes Area.

• Provision for bird watching at the Lakes Area.

• Introduction of a Farmers’ Market once a month with 
local produce.

• Creation of a 6-12 year old adventure playground.

• Provision of changing facilities at the Village Hall.

• Provision for fishing at the Lakes Area.

• Reinvention of the Village Fête.

• Creation of hard courts (tennis/basketball/netball) at the 
Recreation Ground.

• Creation of a pitch for football in the winter and cricket 
in the summer.

4.5 Conservation
This was the FOURTH 
most popular interest area 
according to the results of the 
final questionnaire. 

Parishioners are very keen 
to restore the Lock Up and 
Pound on the Green. There is 
a desire to enhance the look 
of our already pretty village 

by strongly enforcing the conservation area principles; 
restoring old walls; introducing more flowers and plants; 
restoring the old road bridge; creating a bus shelter which 
is more in keeping with the surroundings. Enhancement 
ideas are concentrated around the Green.

The following topics were the top items people in the 
Parish would like to see, starting with the highest priority:

• Restoration and maintenance of the Lock Up and 
Pound at the Green by the Parish.

• Improvement of the look of Clophill by enforcing the 
principles of the conservation area.

• Restoration of the old sandstone wall in Mill Lane.

• Improve the look of Clophill with more flowers and 
plants.

• Restoration of the Old Bridge at the Green and removal 
of graffiti.

• Improvement of the look of Clophill (eg improving the 
look of the bus shelter at the Green).

• Inclusion of hedging and trees around the Cainhoe 
Road/High Street junction.

• Inclusion of the Old Bridge and the area to the south 
west into the conservation area. Since the questionnaire 
these are now both part of the Conservation Area.

• Introduction of flower boxes on the Green.

• Introduction of more seating near the Green.

3 Plastic collected in our recycling bins is currently limited to 
plastic bottles. Due to the significant increase in the value of 
all recyclable plastic and the volume which currently goes to 
landfill it would be worthwhile recycling more. 



4.6 Policing
This was the FIFTH most 
popular interest area 
according to the results of the 
final questionnaire. 

Parishioners are keen to 
extend our Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme. They would 
like to see less access to and 
CCTV at the Old Church. 
They are concerned about 

activities around the recreation ground; the Old Church; 
the Green and the school and believe CCTV would be 
a good way to address this.  They very much appreciate 
all the efforts the local police are currently making, for 
example, the ‘Bobby man’; mobile police station and our 
‘no cold calling’ policy. 

The following topics were the top items people in the 
Parish would like to see, starting with the highest priority:

• Extension of the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme within 
the Parish.

• Restriction imposed for vehicular access to the Old 
Church at night.

• Extension of the ‘Bobby man’4  service for vulnerable 
groups.

• Retention of the ‘No Cold Calling’5  policy.

• Retention of the Police Mobile Station6 visits to the 
Green once every sixth months.

• Lighting at the Green at night.

• Monitoring 24 hours/7 days a week by CCTV at the 
Recreation Ground.

• Monitoring 24 hours/7 days a week by CCTV at the 
Green for the pubs, the Post Office and around Beverley 
Court.

• Monitoring 24 hours/7 days a week by CCTV at the 
School.

• Monitoring 24 hours/7 days a week by CCTV at the Old 
Church.

4.7 Planning and Development
This was the SIXTH most 
popular interest area 
according to the results of 
the final questionnaire.

The reintroduction of a 
Clophill Conservation 
Group, to review planning 
decisions and look into 
possible enhancements, was 
more than twice as popular 

as any other topic. The eco friendly housing and re use 
of agricultural buildings were next in popularity. The rest 
of the topics regarding development types had a much 
lower rating.

The following topics were the top items people in the 
Parish would like to see, starting with the highest priority:

• Reintroduction of a Clophill Conservation Group to 
review all planning in the village and to look into areas 
in need of enhancement. 

• Use of eco friendly housing if development is necessary. 

• Re use of currently disused agricultural buildings for 
small businesses. 

• Development of some small scale local retail 
businesses. 

• Development of some small scale local leisure pursuits.

• Use of 1-2 bed housing, if development is necessary.

• Endeavour to meet growing, local need, for affordable 
housing. 

• Use of 3-4 bed housing, if development is necessary.

• Use of infilling7, if it is in keeping with the village and if 
development is necessary.

• Use of redevelopment8, if it is in keeping with the 
village and if development is necessary.

4.8 Youth Support (inc Schooling)
This was the SEVENTH 
most popular interest area 
according to the results 
of the final questionnaire. 
The results for this section, 
however, are skewed by the 
fact that only a small portion 
of the parish (ages 10 to 
21) were asked to complete 
the majority of this section. 

There has been a strong desire to support the youth of the 
parish. Although this appears to be a less popular topic, 
the vast majority of the youth responding wanted the 
items described below.

Parishioners are keen to see improved communication 
specifically for young people. They are also keen to see 
the school registration process made accessible via the 
Internet. Young parishioners would very much like more 
events and trips as well as provision of clubs like Explorer 
Scouts and a Community Café with games (eg table 
football).

The following topics were the top items people in the 
Parish would like to see, starting with the highest priority:

• Creation of a page in Spotlight and the Clophill notice 
board about the School.

• Creation of a page in Spotlight and the Clophill notice 
board for young people.

• Ability to use the school web site to register children 
from birth for enrolment at the St Mary’s Lower school 
to assist with planning and viability.

• Introduction of Explorer Scouts 9 in the Parish. 

• Introduction of events aimed at children under the age 
of 12.

• Creation of a page on the Clophill web site for young 
people.

• Introduction of events aimed at children from 12 to 16 
years old.

• Introduction of a café with managed Internet access / a 
non alcoholic pub.

• Introduction of events aimed at children from 16 to 18 
years old.

• Organised trips for young groups from 10 to 21 year 
olds

• Provision of table football/table hockey.
9
 Explorer Scouts is for 14 to 18 year olds regardless of gender.

4
‘Bobby man’ service includes security suggestions such as spy holes and 

chain locks.  
5
‘No Cold Calling’ discourages unwanted sales people knocking at 

doors. 
6
 Provides information on drugs/crime/burglary/policing

7
 Separate house built in a garden (not an extension).

8
 Existing building knocked down and replaced by 

several dwellings.



4.12 Churches
This was the LEAST popular 
interest area according 
to the results of the final 
questionnaire as parishioners 
are largely happy with the 
status quo.

The majority (300) of 
parishioners categorised 
themselves as Christian 
(Church of England); 200 

categorised themselves as non religious; 100 as Christian 
(Other); 70 as Christian (Methodist) and 10 as non 
Christian. The vast majority of parishioners seem very 
happy with the status quo with the churches and so this 
interest area has had the least desire for improvement. 
Parishioners are generally keen to see the churches used 
more, particularly for youngsters. 

The following topics were the top items people in the 
Parish would like to see, starting with the highest priority:

• Provision of a youngsters’ music/other rehearsal space 
at one of the churches.

• Additional fund-raising events held at the church(es) for 
registered charities and local needs.

• Availability of the churches for secular use.

• Provision of bible study classes at the churches.

• Maintain the current service timings at the churches.

4.11 Community Support & Local Business
This was the TENTH most 
popular interest area 
according to the results of 
the final questionnaire. 

Parishioners have no 
requirement for office space 
or a mini commerce club. 
There is a small portion 
of the Parish who would 
appreciate a visiting medical 

practitioner. A small number would also like assistance 
with difficult activities.  These requirements could be 
communicated to Clophill Community Care and/or any 
future Explorer Scouts or other supporting groups.

The following topics were the top items people in 
the Parish would like to see, starting with the highest 
priority:

• Introduction of a visiting GP or nurse practitioner.

• Assistance with getting to appointments.

• Assistance with garden clearing.

• Assistance with letter writing.

• Assistance with reading.

• Assistance with dog walking.

4.10 Agriculture
This was the NINTH most 
popular interest area 
according to the results of 
the final questionnaire. 

Parishioners wanted a 
wildflower/wildlife meadow 
which has now been created 
at the Beadlow end of the 
village.  

Parishioners would like to see more arable and grazing 
land use. Parishioners are keen to maximise and 
optimise the use of our allotments.

The following topics were the top items people in 
the Parish would like to see, starting with the highest 
priority:

• Creation of a wildlife meadow. The Sandy Smith 
Nature Reserve has recently been created at the 
Beadlow end of the village. 

• Support to turn land lying fallow back to arable or 
grazing. Utilisation of the farmers grazing networks.

• Utilisation of more allotments.

4.9 Communication
This was the EIGHTH 
most popular interest area 
according to the results of the 
final questionnaire. 

We have many enthusiastic 
walkers in the Parish and 
they are keen to have more 
information on local walks. 
Improving our current 
notice boards is seen to 

be necessary.  The majority of Parishioners use and are 
very grateful for ‘Spotlight’, our local parish magazine. 
Spotlight needs more helpers to ensure its continuation.  
An information pack for newcomers to the Parish is 
requested and a Sunday post collection. Some would 
like to see even more interaction with our neighbouring 
parishes (Haynes, Maulden, Campton & Chicksands, 
Silsoe).

The following topics were the top items people in the 
Parish would like to see, starting with the highest priority:

• Creation of a parish map leaflet with local walks 
marked.

• Display of a parish map, with local walks marked, on 
the notice board at the Post Office.

• Provision of a local information pack for new comers to 
the Parish.

• Weatherproofing of the notice board at the Post Office.

• Creation of a separate notice board with the Parish 
rights of way and places of interest.

• Maintain Spotlight (our local Parish Magazine) as it is 
extremely useful and interesting.

• Provision of a Sunday post collection.

• Increased interaction with our neighbouring parishes.
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Rank Interest Area Potential Action Group Liaison10 Comments/Constraints11 Volunteers to date Scope Timescale12

1 Leisure Lakes Area -Parish Council 
-GRT13

Pending Degussa's legal appeal  
following the Public Inquiry result in 
the village’s favour.

2 74% want to establish access to the Lakes Area with circular walks,  
60% want a picnic area,  
54% bird watching and  
39% fishing

2 years

2 Environmental  
AND Conservation

Old Bridge renovation, The Green -Parish Council 
-MBDC14

-Post Office 
-Bedfordshire County  
Council Highways

Bridge improvement feasibility studies 
already underway.

4 70% want the river around the Old Bridge cleaned up.  
44% want to regenerate the area and eliminate graffiti.  
31% want to establish a picnic area adjacent to it.  
Parishioners do not want  it replaced with a modern concrete bridge.

2 years

3 Youth Support  
(inc Schooling)

Keep our School -School Governors 
-Parents

Pressure in Bedfordshire to 
implement a two tier schooling 
system (primary and secondary rather 
than the current lower, middle and 
upper system).

1 65% want to ensure St Mary’s Lower School stays viable to continue to provide excellent local 
schooling for 5 to 9 (or 11) year olds. 
10% would use a local school web site to register their child at birth / asap15

Ongoing

4 Planning &  
Development 
AND 
Conservation

Conservation Group -Parish Council 
- MBDC14

Conservation area has been reviewed 
this year and extended.

8 71% want to re-establish a Clophill Conservation Group to review all planning in the  
Parish and areas needing enhanced. 
53% want to enforce the principles of the conservation area to improve the look of the Parish

Ongoing

5 Policing Police Presence and  
Neighbourhood Watch

-Neighbourhood Watch 
-Local Police 
-Parish Council

Parish Council will advise availability 
through our Parish Magazine, 
‘Spotlight’.

5 66% want a Neighbourhood Watch scheme operating in their area and focus on key areas  
in the Parish. 
52% felt the ‘Bobby man’ visits were an excellent idea and would appreciate more visits to 
vulnerable groups.  
56% agree that the ‘no cold calling’ policy works well. 
59% would like a police mobile station to visit every six months.

Ongoing

6 Environmental Recycling -Parish Council 
-District Council

Pressure to recycle more plastics as 
value of recycling has increased  
10 fold.

10 Extension of what is currently collected in our recycling bins.  
In particular, 63% want more plastics (eg plastic cartons) collected. 
58% want glass collected and  
51% corrugated card 
62% want to keep a glass recycling facility in the Parish 
39% want weekly recycling collections.

2 years

7 Highways &  
Transportation

Road Safety -Parish Council 
-Highways Authority

Parish Council awaiting Highways 
action for speed reduction and are 
procuring a mobile electronic speed 
display.

3 69% want to accelerate the introduction of the 40mph speed limit on the Bedford Road section of 
the A6. 
49% want a mobile electronic speed display to slow traffic through the Parish. 
46% felt a 20mph zone could be helpful.

1 year

8 Highways &  
Transportation

Road Maintenance -Parish Council Restricted by MBDC14 budgets 3 63% want improved road, channel & gully maintenance Ongoing

9 Policing Old Church -Residents 
-Parish Council 
-English Heritage 
-GRT13

-St Mary’s Church 

No agreement currently on best way 
forward.

2 62% want restricted vehicle access to the Old Church at night to curb the anti social  
behaviour there resulting in noise and graffiti. 

2 years

10 Conservation Lock Up and Pound at The Green 
and the bus shelter

-Flying Horse Pub 
-Parish Council 
-English Heritage

50% want to restore the listed Lock-up and Pound and keep it maintained. 
45% want to improve the look of the bus shelter at the Green.

1 year

5 Recommendations

5.1 Action Plan Table (by potential action group)

13GRT – Greensands Ridge Trust
14MBDC – Mid Bedfordshire County Council
15This is a high percentage as it represents the majority of parents responding

10Not exhaustive – other interested parties may be involved as required
11These are specific constraints for the topic. All action groups will be constrained by available volunteer support, funding, 
legislation etc 
12For guidance only and effective from date of publication



Rank Interest Area Potential Action Group Liaison10 Comments/Constraints11 Volunteers to date Scope Timescale12

11 Environmental Emissions & Energy Efficiency -Clophill’s Environmental 
Focus Group 
-Buildings Manager/
Owner

10 47% felt that it was important to reduce energy consumption by starting at a community level.  
37% felt we ought to aspire to be carbon neutral. 
57% are keen to make public buildings more energy efficient / recycle waste water /  
re-use rainwater 
53% want to increase solar power usage throughout the Parish 
52% want to have public buildings generating their own energy (eg biomass fuels or solar power). 
41% want water power to be harnessed if possible 
40% want community projects to encourage environmental friendliness.  
44% would like to reduce food miles. However, a car share scheme to Flitwick station was not 
popular.

3 years

12 Highways &  
Transportation

Pavement Access; School Crossing 
and Congestion.

-Local police 
-Residents 
-Parish Council 
-Highways 
-St Mary’s Lower School

Pavement access is currently a priority 
for the Parish Council and police. 
Significant progress has been made to 
date.

3 60% of respondents want more enforcement of the no pavement parking law to allow  
access for push chairs and wheel chairs. 
53% want better hedgerow maintenance to ease access along pavements. 
53% want a pedestrian crossing at our Lower School and  
43% want double yellow lines opposite the school entrance. 
34% would like to see a supervised ‘walking bus’ to the School to reduce congestion. 
40% want the north side of the High Street pavement levelled as soon as possible. 
35% would like a continuous pavement on the south side of the High Street where feasible. 
35% think a drop off / ‘pull in’ zone is required at the lower school to ease congestion.

Ongoing

13 Leisure Farmers’ Market and  
Community Café, The Green

-Old Bridge renovation  
action group 
-Parish Council 
-Post Office

3 55% want a monthly farmers’ market on the Green. 
34% would like a Community Café on the Green at the Post Office site and  
34% want a market at the Green (once a month with local crafts and clothes).

2 years

14 Communication Walking -Parish Council Some rights of way to still be agreed 
and cleared.

22 53% want a leaflet with an agreed set of local circular walks and all footpaths.  
50% want this displayed on the notice board.  
39% want a separate information board with the Parish rights of way & places of interest. 
Parishioners said they regularly use the local footpaths and like them to be maintained.

1 year

15 Conservation Parish walls -Conservationists 
-Owners 
-MBDC14

-Parish Council

Sandstone wall in Mill Lane and brick 
wall along the High Street opposite 
the school were of particular concern.

8 50% would like to see dangerous walls maintained and old historic walls preserved  
and / or restored.

5 years

16 Agriculture Wildlife Meadow 
and a Community Woodland.

-Parish Council 
-GRT12

The GRT12 have created a nature 
reserve at the Beadlow end of the 
Parish. It is called the ‘Sandy Smith 
Nature Reserve’.

1 40% would like to see a wildlife meadow and  
45% a community woodland in the Parish.

Ongoing

17 Youth Support  
(inc Schooling)

Communication -Spotlight 
-St Mary’s Lower School

1 15% want a page in our parish magazine, ‘Spotlight’ & the Parish notice board for young people  
(eg gig dates, trips).  
13% want a page in ‘Spotlight’ & the notice board about the School. These percentages are of the 
total responses. They represent a high proportion of parents and youth.

Ongoing

18 Environmental Pollution and Maintenance -Parish Council Parish Council have been told by 
MBDC13 that they will not provide 
any more dog foul bins. They have 
advised us to use the normal roadside 
waste bins.  
Grass is currently cut eight times a 
year, any increase would have to 
be added cost to the Parish precept 
(thereby increasing council tax).

0 47% still feel that litter and dog fouling could be further prevented.  
42% want more frequent street litter collection and  
35% want more frequent road sweeping.  
47% want composting facilities (inc grass, leaf and raw vegetable waste) and use of this  
compost was also popular. 
37% would like to see improved maintenance of common grass areas.

Ongoing

19 Highways &  
Transportation

Cycling -Parish Council 
-Highways

1 52% want the cycle track along the A507 to continue to Clophill from Shefford. 5 years

20 Leisure Children -Parish Council 
-St Mary’s Lower School 
-Parents

1 45% believe a 6-12 year old adventure playground is needed. 4 years

21 Leisure Recreation Ground and 
Village Hall

-Parish Council 
-Village Hall Committee

1 41% want changing facilities at the Village Hall. 5 years



Rank Interest Area Potential Action Group Liaison10 Comments/Constraints11 Volunteers to date Scope Timescale12

22 Planning &  
Development

Development preferences -Conservation Group 
-Parish Council 

Guidance for Parish Council and 
Planners.

Eco housing could include water 
reuse, solar power, solar water heating 
and waste water re use as well as the 
use of sustainable building materials.

8 Parishioners would most like to see, if development is necessary (in ranked order allowing for those 
for, against and undecided): 
43% preferred eco friendly houses 
45% preferred to re use disused agricultural buildings 
36% have a first preference for additional local business to be retail 
35% have a second preference for additional local business to be in leisure pursuits 
37% preferred 1-2 bed housing 
42% think the Parish should continue to try and meet the growing, local need for affordable housing 
33% think 3-4 bed housing development is acceptable. 
42% think infilling can be acceptable if it is in keeping with the Parish.

Ongoing

23 Environmental  
AND  
Conservation

More public seating; flowers and 
plants. Tree planting and landscape 
management.

-Parish Council 
-Conservation group

6 47% want more flowers and plants around the Parish.  
29% want additional seating at the recreation ground.  
43% want to plant hedges and trees at Cainhoe / High street junction and  
27% want flower boxes there. 
29% want additional seating and  
28% want improved seating at the recreation ground.

3 years

24 Communication Parish Information Pack  
and Notice Boards.

1 45% want a local information pack for newcomers to the Parish. 
61% find the Parish Magazine, ‘Spotlight’, extremely useful. 
42% want weatherproofing for our notice boards.

2 years

25 Agriculture Land use -Farmers 
-Parish Council 
-Clophill United Charity

Existing allotment land is not fully 
utilised

0 37% of respondents would like to see fallow land turned back to arable or grazing 
31% would like to see more allotments used.

On going

26 Highways &  
Transportation

Parking -Green man Pub 
-Flying Horse Pub 
-Post Office 
-Residents 
-Grooms Hairdressing 
Shop 
-St Mary’s School 
-Parish Council

5 43% want School parking resolved and 40% want parking issues at the Green resolved. 
42% of respondents want to limit parking on the Green to, for example, 30 minutes,  
unless a resident. 
41% want more enforcement from Mid Beds District Council for double line parking.

3 years

27 Leisure 
AND 
Youth Support  
(inc Schooling)

Events Unfortunately the Fête had to stop 
in 2006 due to lack of new voluntary 
support.

3 37% of respondents want to reinvent the Village Fête. 
56% of 10 to 25 year olds responding want more events for 12 to 16 year olds.

3 years

28 Leisure Sport -Parish Council 6 32% of respondents would like hard courts (tennis court/basketball/netball) 
32% want more sports facilities at the Recreation Ground. 
30% want a football pitch winter, cricket in summer at the Recreation Ground.

5 years

29 Highways &  
Transportation

Local bus -Parish Council 
-Highways

0 39% would like a bus route marked out on the road at The Green to prevent the  
loss of our bus stop.

2 years

30 Churches 
AND 
Leisure 
AND 
Youth Support 
(inc Schooling)

Music -St Mary’s Church 
-Methodist Church

1 24% want to use the churches for youngsters’ music and rehearsal space. 2 years

31 Policing Anti social behaviour -Local Police 
-Parish Council 
-Residents 

Cost would mean an increase in 
Parish precept (ie increase to Council 
tax)

3 39% would like the Green to be lit at night. 
33% would like solar CCTV and  
35% want 24x7 CCTV at the Recreation ground. 
32% want 24x7 CCTV at the Green (Pubs, PO, Beverley Court). 
31% want solar lighting at the Recreation ground.

1 year



6. Next Steps
The action plan and list of action group volunteers will be 
presented to the Parish Council. The Parish Council have 
been kept in close consultation during this 2 year process 
and are very supportive of the introduction of action groups 
for particular interest areas in the Parish.

The Parish Council support the creation of a ‘Parish Plan 
Liaison Committee’ which will be formed of all the Action 
Group leads current at any time and a liaison officer who 
will communicate between this group and the Parish 
Council.

It is hoped that this liaison committee will form shortly after 
the Parish Plan Steering Groups’ consultation period ends in 
October 2008. 

7. How to Volunteer
We are pleased that 74 people have already volunteered, 
but as you can see, many of the actions currently have 
no volunteers. Please come forward to offer your help for 
the actions you want to see done. You can volunteer by 
contacting  us via our email address:  
volunteers@clophillonline.co.uk or call our Parish Council 
Chairman Roland Browne on 01525 861176. 
It doesn’t have to require a lot of your time.
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The Clophill Parish Plan Steering Group 
would like to thank the following local businesses for their 

generous sponsorship:

CLOPHILL POST OFFICE & STORES
Deepak & Dakhsa Chandarana, 4 The Green, Clophill, MK45 4AD
Tel. 01525 860988 Mob. 07931 325340
*Fresh Bread & Dairy Produce *Photocopying *Cash Point Machine
*Confectionery, Tobacco *Baby Products *Shoe Repairs 
*Cards & Stationery *Newspapers & Magazines *Toys & Gifts
*Wines, Beers, Spirits *Fruit, Veg, Groceries *Post Office Counter Service
*Dry Cleaning *Household Goods *Lotto

SHOP HOURS: P.O. COUNTER HOURS:
Mon-Sat    7.30am – 7.30pm Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 9.00am – 1.00pm, 2.00pm -5.30pm
Sun     8.00am - 1.00pm Thurs, Sat 9.00am – 1.00pm

PETER SHARPE   
BUILDING SERVICES        ‘Bedfordshire’s Professional Builder’
Domestic extensions design & build service. General building works, drives, patios, carpentry. Kitchen fitting, wall 
& floor tiling. Laminate flooring & hardwood flooring. Electrical works & Building Regulations part P certification. 
Roofing repairs carried out. Conservatories, UPVC windows.
Call us first for ALL your building works and get reliability, quality & sensible prices.

01525 861226 / 07850 803021 email: p.s.b.s@btinternet.com

Clophill Flooring Ltd
Est 30 years. Family owned business – Outstanding service. Free no obligation quote.

For great advice from real flooring people, visit our showroom or tel. 01462 815755

1 Unit 9c, Shefford Industrial Park, OldBridge Way, Shefford,
Beds SG17 5HQ

www.clophillflooring.co.ukNEVILLE Funeral Service
Independent and family owned. Private Chapels of Rest, Floral Service. Pre-arrangement and pre-payment plans 
available. Memorial Service. Day and Night Personal Attention. Reassurance when you need it most.
The Old Church, Flitwick Road, Ampthill Tel. 01525 406132

MB ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
Assistance on permanent or temporary basis. Wages preparation. Self Assessment Tax Returns. Monthly, 
Quarterly or Yearly Accounts. Sage or Manual Book-keeping. Cash Flow Management and Business Plans.
Tel. 01525 861087 Mob. 07714189994 12 Tanqueray Ave, Clophill, Beds MK45 4AW
Sun     8.00am - 1.00pm Thurs, Sat 9.00am – 1.00pm

The Pet Au Pair Dog walking and pet sitting service.
Insured. Police checked. References available. Est 2003. For bookings and enquiries please telephone Rebecca on:
Tel. 01525 860606  Mob. 07717 276811  www.thepetaupair.co.uk email: info@thepetaupair.co.uk
Sun     8.00am - 1.00pm Thurs, Sat 9.00am – 1.00pm

Wheel Wizard
Alloy Wheel Repairs

Tel. 07970 516955 or www.wheelwizard.biz
Sun     8.00am - 1.00pm Thurs, Sat 9.00am – 1.00pm

Short-run 1-1000s
Colour & black digital print

Express service
All file types printed

Photo scanning
Design & marketing

Website design & hosting

If you want perfect print
pronto give us a

call quick! 01234 766999
www.digitalprintbureau.co.uk


