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A Big Thank You! 
Many thanks to everyone who took part in the initial 
consultation process and completed the questionnaire. 
This was the essential part of this plan, allowing it 
to be a true reflection of the Parish’s concerns and 
priorities for the future.

We would also like to thank...
The contribution of Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity, 
in particular Mike Fayers for his continued advice and support.

Past and Present Members of the Parish Plan Steering Group:

Phil Mitchinson, Chris Titmus, Silke Gruner, Sharon Jones, 
Linda Manktelow, Penny Daffarn, Viv Batten, Tony Little 
and Jane Fanghanel for all their efforts.

Parish Plan Design: Now Studio 

Fairfield Photography:

Pat Little, Jane Fanghanel, Nesta Shepherd 
and Richard Billing

“ We now have 
something to work 

towards! ”
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A Warm Welcome
As Chairman of the Parish Plan Steering Group I am pleased to present 
the 2015 Parish Plan as an important document that will shape the 
development of Fairfield for years to come. I sincerely thank those 
residents on the steering group who have given their time so generously 
over the last two years. It is also particularly pleasing to note that 
the consultation produced an excellent response rate from the Parish 
residents. Such involvement ensures a truly democratic basis to the 
actions proposed in the report. I hope that the drive and enthusiasm 
demonstrated in producing this plan can be maintained over the 
coming months so that aims can be transformed into practical 
results for the benefit of all.

Phil Mitchinson Parish Plan Steering Group
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The Next Steps...

We needed to ask the residents’ what the issues 
were? Which ones were most important to them? 
What we could do about them and what would 
have the greatest impact?

A Parish Plan would set out residents’ priorities and concerns and 
outline how best to address them over the next five years. It would 
inform the Parish Council and other bodies about resident’s wishes 
so that decisions could be made based upon reliable information. 
It would assist in choosing which projects to support and where to 
target funding. We consulted BRCC (Bedfordshire Rural Communities 
Charity) on how to go about producing a working Parish Plan.

In February 2014 a steering group was formed of volunteers from 
throughout the community. It included members of FPRA (Fairfield 
Park Residents Association) and FHMC (Fairfield Hall Management 
Company) whose partnership with the Parish in delivering any actions 
would be essential. The Group’s role and responsibilities were agreed, 
a process identified, and the approval of the Parish Council,  
who would fund the process, obtained.
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Why do we need 
a Parish Plan?
The Parish Council was formed in 2013 with the inaugural meeting 
taking place in May of that year. For the first nine months all energies 
were concentrated on putting in place bureaucracy and systems 
necessary to ensure the smooth running of the Parish Council.

When that initial dust had settled we took a long hard look at what 
we actually wanted to achieve as a Parish Council from then on.

What were the major issues? What was urgent and what 
could wait? How could the money available best be spent?

What would have the greatest impact on the residents of Fairfield?

 We all had different ideas and preferences.

 “ It was then that 
we decided to create 

a Parish Plan! ”

“ We took a look 
at the issues that 
you asked for! ”

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020
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Feedback From You!

A series of resident consultation exercises 
took place throughout March and April 2014 
including leaflet drops to all households and 
open meetings.

Feedback from all the consultation helped the Group to prepare a 
questionnaire that was sent to every household in October 2014 
and the results were available in November 2014.

226 questionnaires were completed online and 324 hard copies 
were received. Those 550 responses gave us an approximate return 
of 52% of households in the Parish thus representing the views of 
the majority of households in Fairfield.

52%
Of households in Fairfield 
submitted questionnaires.

“ The Parish Plan 
is now ready for 

everyone! ”
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Publishing The Plan

And the delivery to all Fairfield residents.

The Steering Group then took the issues and solutions identified and 
assessed these suggestions to determine the reality of making them 
happen. A Parish Plan that would deliver those improvements was 
then drafted. The initial draft was scrutinised by BRCC to ensure it 
reflected the results of the survey and the final plan was adopted by 
the Parish Council. A copy has been delivered to all households and 
made available on the Parish Council website. It has also been issued 
to all partners and agencies working with the Parish Council.

This is a working document that will be used by the Parish Council 
to implement working groups to deliver the actions and to monitor 
progress on a regular basis. It will be fully reviewed after five years.

550
Parish Plan questionnaires 
were completed in total.

226
Parish Plan questionnaires 

were submitted online.



Management 
of Fairfield
Fairfield is unique in many ways, most obviously 
the quality of the design of the buildings to 
reflect the design of the original listed building 
that is the Victorian Hospital, the conservation 
of which allowed the new housing development 
to take place.

The quality of the open spaces reflects the 
country ‘feel’ of the original hospital complex.

It is also unique however for the way it is 
managed and maintained, in that it has 
three major management bodies as 
well as a Parish Council.

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020

 “ Fairfield is a great 
place to live, now let’s 

keep it that way! ”
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Fairfield Parish Council

Fairfield Parish Council is a very young Parish Council, only being set 
up in 2013 when it broke away from Stotfold Town Council. While it 
was part of Stotfold Town Council only a small proportion of the local 
precept made available to Town Councils by Central Beds Council 
was actually being spent in Fairfield. It was mainly helping to address 
issues in Stotfold. The residents of Fairfield decided that they needed 
their own governance to be in more control of their money and 
ultimately Fairfield Parish Council was formed.

The Parish Council does have the statutory duties of a democratically 
elected government body in most instances but there are other 
organisations in Fairfield that take responsibility for some of the duties 
normally associated with a Parish Council.

It is important that we know who is responsible for what and that all 
organisations work together to deliver the actions identified in the 
Plan. Without such cooperation some of the actions will not happen.

Website: www.fairfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

Fairfield Hall Management Company (FHMC)

This company is responsible for the management and maintenance 
of Fairfield Hall and the surrounding grounds. It is run by six directors 
who are responsible for setting the service charge, monitoring 
expenditure, preparing accounts, appointing a management agent 
and monitoring their performance against a service agreement.

Every leaseholder at Fairfield Hall automatically becomes a member 
of the Company when they purchase an apartment and can stand for 
election as a Director at the Annual General Meeting.

Website: www.fairfieldhall.co.uk

Fairfield Park Residents Association (FPRA)

This body was originally set up by the developers to represent the 
residents of the Park in dealings with the developers and Central Beds 
Council. Its links to the developers will cease once the development is 
finally completed. The transfer of the assets into the responsibility of 
FPRA is imminent.

The Role of the Association has changed over the years particularly 
since the Parish Council was formed and it now focuses on overseeing 
the routine care and maintenance of the Park through its managing 
agents. These areas include the play areas, the urban park, green 
space in Bronte Avenue, Charlotte Green, fenced gardens in Paxton 
Drive, Heathcliffe Avenue and Nickleby Way, the main pedestrian 
walkways across the park and the woodland shelter belt around  
the development.

Every house owner in the Park pays an annual rent charge that is 
used to fund this maintenance. The Association is run by a group 
of directors and residents can stand for election to this body at the 
Annual General Meeting.

Website: www.fairfield-park.co.uk

Middlemarch Resident Company (MRC)

This is very much the smallest of the management companies with the 
directors being responsible for thirty properties. They are responsible 
for a private garden and some service roads and communal buildings 
around the development. The works are once again organised 
through a managing agent.

“ The community 
needs are wide and 
varied at Fairfield ”

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020
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1. Your Household

In order to tailor the actions identified within the Parish Plan we felt it was important 
to know as much as we could about the demographic make up of the Parish. 
We therefore asked you about your household, the make up of your family and why you 
chose Fairfield as a home. We also asked about the number of cars within your family.

“ Fairfield is really 
developing to 

support families ”

Results Summary

•  The demographic results received from the survey show that 79% of 
the population of Fairfield live as 2, 3 or 4 person households with 
an average of 2.7 persons per household. 34% of the population 
are between the ages 25 and 44 with 27% of the population being 
0 to 17 years old. Of the 0 to 17 age range 50% are below 4 
years old and a further 30% in the 5 to 9 bracket.

•  70% of the population have been in Fairfield four years or more 
and 12% have moved within Fairfield in that time. People chose 
Fairfield as their home mainly because it was a pleasant rural 
location and the quality of the design and 92% have no plans to 
move away from Fairfield in the next 12 months.

•  92% of the families have one or two cars with a reduction to 73% 
who have one or two designated car parking space/garages. 
87% of people responding confirmed that they used their car 
parking spaces.

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020

34% of residents
Aged between 25-44 years old.

9% of residents
Are 65 years old or over.

27% of residents
Aged between 25-44 years old.



Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020

“ Everyone just 
loves living at 

Fairfield Park! ”

70%
Of the population have lived 

here for 4 years or more.

92%
Of families at Fairfield have 

at least one or two cars.

87%
Confirmed they use their 

designated parking spaces.
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“ It’s unique and 
full of character, 
let’s not lose it! ”



2. Traffic & Transport

Results Summary

•  Bus use could be increased through better advertising of timetables, 
improved frequency & more routes. A number of respondents also 
noted that high fares were off-putting and that bus and train times 
should link to one another (especially Letchworth trains that are the 
most used).

•  A 20mph speed limit in Fairfield would be supported by the 
majority of residents. Although only 50% of respondents feel there 
is a speeding problem on the Parish’s roads (not including Hitchin 
Road), 84% supported a general 20mph limit on these roads.

•  Traffic flow is generally considered to be a problem and the 
preferred solutions are to provide parking restrictions at identified 
bends / junctions, prioritising areas along Dickens Boulevard, 
at the Dickens / Bronte junctions and adjacent to Tesco.

•  Lack of parking is generally considered to be a problem – 
especially close to Tesco Express and the Lower School - leading 
to safety and amenity issues. Land adjacent to the urban park has 
been identified as a potential location for additional parking.

We asked for your opinions on how you thought we could possibly improve the traffic 
and public transport situation within the Parish. This included the local bus and train 
services, whether you felt that any speeding restrictions should be put in place at all, 
and if you had any thoughts on the parking problem within the Parish.

“ Parking is a big 
problem and needs 

addressing! ”

66%
Feel that bus use could be increased 
through better advertising and more 
frequent routes especially to Letchworth.

84%
Support that a general 20mph limit 
should be enforced on the Parish’s roads 
for the safety of all residents.

50%
Of Fairfield residents feel that there was 
a speeding problem on the Parish’s roads 
– this did not include Hitchin Road.

Our Actions So Far...

•  Arranged for a bus shelter at Dickens Boulevard and 
made clear to Ward Councillors that bus services are 
valuable and must be retained.

•  Applied to Central Bedfordshire Council for 20mph 
zone across Fairfield.

•  Completed preliminary designs for parking restrictions 
on Dickens and at key junctions and arranged for 
bollards to be installed on Dickens Boulevard footways 
to stop vehicles from driving on footway.

• Completed preliminary design for additional 
 parking areas.

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020
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Action Methodology Time Responsibility Result

Improve availability / 
visibility of bus timetables.

Include on FPC website and on FPC notice boards. 
Circulate updates with Fairfield Matters.

FPC Better communication, greater use of buses and 
therefore help to ensure that future services are not 
cancelled / restricted.

Secure 20mph speed limit 
for Fairfield.

Work with CBC following request for appropriate 
Traffic Order and provide necessary funding  
(in the region of £5,000).

FPC  
CBC

Slower vehicle speeds and safer pedestrian 
environment.

Have parking restrictions 
installed at identified 
locations around Fairfield.

Apply to CBC for Traffic Orders to allow the 
installation of parking restrictions. 
Request Enforcement Officer visits (approx 1-2 
visits per month) to ensure compliance.

FPC  
CBC

Enhanced traffic flow and safety at junctions.

Create additional parking 
spaces around Fairfield.

Review schemes, agree priority list, consult with 
adjacent residents, seek permission from land 
owner, apply for planning permission (where 
necessary), arrange implementation.

FPC  
FPRA

Reduce parking pressure and improve traffic flow.

The Action Plan The table below outlines all of the actions that were agreed, including timings and who the responsibility rests with.

Action Plan Key:

Short Medium Ongoing

FPC Fairfield Parish Council

CBC Central Bedfordshire Council

FPRA Fairfield Park Residents Association

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020
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3. Environment

Results Summary

•  The results of the survey show that a significant majority of Parish 
residents (98%) consider that both landscaping and the open 
spaces, together with the Orchards, are important to them.

•  95% thought that the Orchards at Russell Walk and Hardy Way 
should be protected from development with 67% preferring them 
to be kept ‘natural’ looking.

•  75% considered dog waste to be a problem on Fairfield with litter 
and horse waste at 65% and 37% respectively.

•  Protection of the tree belt around the park, the Orchards and the 
children’s play areas were regarded as the highest priority areas.

95%
Feel that the Orchards at Russell Walk 
and Hardy Way should be protected 
from any future development.

75%
Consider that dog waste was a real 
problem in and around Fairfield Park 
and the surrounding areas.

12

We asked for your opinion on how you valued the environment and open spaces 
around Fairfield. We asked what areas should be maintained as they are, what 
improvements could be made and which could be developed. We also asked whether 
there were particular issues to address that were causing problems for the environment.

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020

“ Let’s keep as 
much green space 

as possible! ”

65%
Of Fairfield residents who took part in 
the Parish Plan survey consider litter to 
be a problem around the Park.

98% of residents
Considered green spaces 

important to them



Our Actions So Far...

•  The Parish Council currently works with the relevant 
management companies to maintain and enhance the 
open spaces, landscaping and the Orchards.

•  Enhancements to the Urban Park are already in hand. 
Funding has been identified and allocated for this task. 
Plans for the enhancements are now in preparation 
for consultation.

•  All areas of the Parish environment that need to be 
managed have been identified and, where relevant, 
negotiations with the freeholder to acquire the land 
on behalf of the Parish has commenced.

•  Negotiations have begun to acquire land to the south 
of the Park perimeter in order to create a multipurpose 
sports and allotment facility.

•  Liaison has taken place with all the residents and 
agreed improvements made to the green space on 
Charlotte Avenue.

•  A “Friends of the Orchards” group has been set up 
and has begun the project to reinstate and enhance the 
Orchards. Negotiations are underway to acquire the 
Orchards on behalf of the Parish.

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020

“ The Urban Park 
should be a focal point 

for the community ”
“ The Orchards 

are dying through 
lack of care ”
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Action Methodology Time Responsibility Result

Continue working with 
management companies to 
maintain the open spaces 
and landscaping.

We will engage and consult with local residents to 
evolve plans for the most suitable result for each 
particular area.

FPC Fewer complaints by residents regarding the state 
of the open spaces and landscaping.

Enhance the Urban Park in 
line with the views of the 
majority of Parish residents.

Continued consultation with residents and other 
working groups to ensure that cost-justified 
enhancements are delivered in a timely manner.

FPC Enhancements to the urban park that will deliver the 
maximum benefits to the Parish.

Deliver suitable additional 
sports facilities in the area 
behind the Community 
Centre and tennis court.  
Both areas should also be 
kept better maintained.

A working group to be set up and given the 
responsibility and finance to deliver these facilities 
within a given timescale.

FPC Important sports facility for the whole community.

Restore the Orchards and 
ensure they are properly 
maintained and enhanced 
with additional facilities, 
perhaps benches, shelters 
and better pathways.

The ownership of the orchards will be resolved 
by the Parish Council and, assuming the orchards 
can be acquired by the Parish, the Friends of 
the Orchards group will have responsibility for 
implementing the improvements in a reasonable 
timescale. 

FPC Fruitful, peaceful, open access orchards that 
significantly improve the experience of living in 
Fairfield Parish.

The Action Plan The table below outlines all of the actions that were agreed, including timings and who the responsibility rests with.
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Action Methodology Time Responsibility Result

Deliver appropriate sports, 
fitness and allotment facilities 
on land that is adjacent to 
Fairfield Park.

FPC to complete negotiations with Central Beds 
Council to acquire the land and pass responsibility 
to a working group to implement the facilities.

FPC A meaningful sports and allotment facility for 
the Parish of Fairfield.

Improve the pedestrian / 
cycle routes to neighbouring 
communities.

We will work with BRCC, CBC and NHDC to 
deliver these enhancements particularly through 
the Etonbury Green Wheel Project.

FPC

BRCC

Superior pedestrian / cycle routes passing through 
the Parish of Fairfield.

The supply and location of 
litter bins and dog bins will 
continue to be monitored, 
along with their regular use. 

Responsibility for monitoring litter and dog bins 
will be assigned and publicised. Procedures for 
reporting issues will be formalised.

FPC Adequate litter and dog bin facilities and fewer 
complaints from residents.

We will investigate the 
feasibility of a green waste 
facility within the Parish.

A working group will be formed with the remit of 
investigating a centralised green waste facility.

FPC Recommendations to the Council on a way forward.

Action Plan Key:

Short Medium Ongoing

FPC Fairfield Parish Council

BRCC Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020
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4. Community Safety

Results Summary

•  The recorded crime numbers for Fairfield provided by the Police 
indicate that in comparison to the rest of Bedfordshire, Fairfield is 
a very safe place on which to live. Although of course every effort 
will be made to increase that safety it would not appear to be as 
urgent an issue to resolve as some.

•  97% of respondents feel safe during the day around Fairfield 
with that dropping to 79% during the night.

•  There was a mixed response to services provided by the Police 
with a feeling that you never saw a police presence in Fairfield.

•  The majority of respondents, 63%, have not been the victim of 
crime in the Parish and by far the highest occurrence is anti-social 
behaviour. Once again anti-social behaviour topped the list of 
crimes that people are most concerned about, followed by burglary 
and vandalism.

•  All the options for additional security measures were well 
supported with ‘Security and street lighting’ achieving the 
highest score.

We asked for your opinions on how safe you felt walking around Fairfield both during 
the day and at night, what crimes you were most concerned about and whether you 
had been a victim of crime in the last five years. We also asked for your view on which 
security measures could be put in place to make Fairfield safer for you.

“ Overall Fairfield 
is a safe place 
for everyone! ”

97%
Results of the Parish Plan survey showed 
that Fairfield residents feel it is a safe 
place to live during the daytime hours.

79%
Although the overall results showed that 
Fairfield is a safe place, the results did 
drop during the nightime hours.

63%
Of Fairfield residents have not been a 
victim of any sort of crime during their 
time of living at Fairfield Park.

Our Actions So Far...

•  Met with the police commissioner expressing concern 
at the lack of presence and speed of response.

•  The Police have tried to raise awareness of initiatives 
through ‘Operation Vision’.

•  Fairfield Parish Council have investigated the provision 
and monitoring of CCTV but deemed it too expensive.

•  Fairfield Parish Council are in discussions with the 
landowner for extra lighting next to the cricket pitch.

•  Fairfield Hall security is an ongoing issue for the 
Hall Directors.

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020
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Action Methodology Time Responsibility Result

Improve the service provided 
by the Police.

Liaise with the police re: perception of 
the Police presence.

FPC Improved perception in 2020 survey.

Determine the success of ‘operation vision’ 
and repeat with better publicity.

FPC Greater attendance at next ‘Operation Vision’ event.

Improve street lighting 
where necessary.

Continue to liaise with landowners for the paths 
next to the Cricket Pitch and the Community Centre.

FPC Lighting provided to the two footpaths.

Provide CCTV. Liaise with Tesco to ensure they deliver 
a CCTV system.

FPC Tesco CCTV operational.

Improve consultation with 
the Police / residents.

Publish the monthly crime reports on the 
Parish website.

FPC  
POLICE

Crime reports on Fairfield Parish Council website.

Continue to publish crime issues on Fairfield 
Matters and the Parish website.

ALL Crime issue noted in Farifield Matters.

The Action Plan The table below outlines all of the actions that were agreed, including timings and who the responsibility rests with.

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020

Action Plan Key:

Short Medium Ongoing

FPC Fairfield Parish Council

POLICE Central Bedfordshire Police
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5. Development

Results Summary

•  The results of the survey would indicate that there is no particularly 
strong feeling where new development should be targeted on the 
outskirts of the Parish. Comments received would indicate that 
there is a preference for no further development at all among the 
residents. Should there however be further development then there 
is an overwhelming desire, 95% of responses, to retain the existing 
look and feel of Fairfield on any new development and extensions.

•  The main concerns regarding the impact of new development were 
identified as increased traffic issues (80% of respondents) and 
continued car parking problems (72% of respondents). 
New planning guidelines will address the latter issue to some extent 
and hopefully the existing traffic congestion and parking problems 
will not be repeated on new developments.

•  The preferred form of new development would be for a range of 
additional private housing closely followed by more community 
and leisure facilities.

We asked for your opinion on whether you would support more development around 
Fairfield and if so in which direction. Were there to be more development what form 
should that take and what impact on the existing were you most concerned about. 
Should the existing look and character of Fairfield be maintained.

“ Fairfield is a 
unique place - don’t 

take that away! ”

95%
Of residents felt that if there was any 
further development, then the existing look 
and feel of Fairfield should be retained.

80%
Of residents are concerned about traffic 
issues if any new development were to 
take place in and around Fairfield.

72%
Are particularly concerned about any 
car parking issues that would arise if any 
future developments were to commence.

Our Actions So Far...

•  Identified that the best way of retaining the design and 
feel of Fairfield is to establish a Neighbourhood Plan. 
Fairfield has been registered by Central Beds Council 
as a ‘Neighbourhood Plan Designated Area’ and 
the survey has been tailored to ensure that suitable 
evidence has been gathered to support the Plan.

•  The Council has been active during the planning 
consultation process to ensure that the design and 
materials of new extensions match those already 
existing. This has included discussions with the 
developer of the Pig Testing Station site to ensure that 
the application reflects the existing design of Fairfield. 

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020
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Action Methodology Time Responsibility Result

Neighbourhood Plan. Develop a design statement to ensure that the 
unique characteristics of Fairfield are retained.

 

FPC Completed Neighbourhood Plan.

Neighbourhood Plan. Develop a green infrastructure plan to ensure all 
green spaces are retained.

 

FPC

BRCC

Completed Neighbourhood Plan.

Neighbourhood Plan. Identify the future use of land, both within and 
on the boundaries of the Parish to ensure that the 
future needs of the community are met.

 

FPC  
CBC

Completed Neighbourhood Plan.

The Action Plan The table below outlines all of the actions that were agreed, including timings and who the responsibility rests with.

Action Plan Key:

Short Medium Ongoing

FPC Fairfield Parish Council

CBC Central Bedfordshire Council

BRCC Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020

Our Vision

•  To ensure that all future development retains the basic 
characteristics of the original development and that all 
open spaces are retained for their original purpose.

•  To ensure that plans are in place so that the unmet 
needs of the current community are catered for in 
future developments. 
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6. Community Facilities

Results Summary

•  A large percentage of respondents to the questionnaire (83%) 
rated the children’s play parks as good, which is the highest rating 
that was possible.

•  When it came to ideas to improve the play areas, a large number 
of people wanted to see better facilities for older children and 
teenagers. Many suggested a proper football ground (24%) and 
a multi use games area (MUGA) (28%) were needed. Some 
respondents would like to see a skate park. There was frustration 
that the tennis court remained out of action. When the tennis court 
comes back into use many respondents (24%) identified that it will 
be necessary to set up a Tennis Club that can then establish how 
the court is regulated.

•  The survey also revealed the call for more seating in the play parks 
and the provision of shaded areas for protection during hot or 
rainy days.

We sought your opinions on the children’s facilities and play areas within Fairfield. 
We also asked you what you thought of the existing community facilities, what 
additional facilities could be provided and where they could be situated.

“ Older children 
really do need to 
be catered for! ”

24%
The results of the survey show that 
residents felt that Fairfield would benefit 
from a proper football ground.

28%
Feel that Fairfield would benefit from a 
Multi Use Games Area, which could be 
used for a variety of sports in all weathers.

24%
Of residents think it is necessary to set 
up a Tennis Club, so that the court can 
be properly regulated.

The Current Situation...

•  There are six play parks on Fairfield, with a variety of 
equipment. Each park is signed as being appropriate 
for a particular age group, up to 12 years of age.

•  There is a popular and flourishing youth club, held 
weekly during term times in the Community Hall.  
The continuing success of this venture relies heavily on 
volunteer support. There is an ongoing need for more 
volunteers to come forward.

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020
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Action Methodology Time Responsibility Result

Provide more facilities for 
older children.

Work with CBC to find areas suitable for football 
ground, MUGA and other activities by acquiring 
land adjacent to Fairfield Park.

FPC  
FPRA

CBC

Improved facilities for older children.

Renovate Tennis Court. Continue work to establish ownership and 
responsibility for the tennis court. Renovate the 
court and surrounding cage.

FPC Ownership established and renovation work 
completed.

Establish use of Tennis Court. Devise booking system and equipment hire for use 
of the tennis court.

FPC Tennis courts in use.

Establish a Tennis Club. Advertise for members for a Tennis Club and 
establish a committee to organise it.

ALL  Tennis club established.

Provide additional seating in 
the play parks.

Identify cost for extra seating and if reasonable - 
commission.

FPC  
FPRA

Extra seating.

The Action Plan The table below outlines all of the actions that were agreed, including timings and who the responsibility rests with.

Action Plan Key:

Short Medium Ongoing

FPC Fairfield Parish Council

CBC Central Bedfordshire Council

FPRA Fairfield Park Residents Association

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020

21



7. Information & Communication

Results Summary

•  Nearly everyone who completed the survey wanted to receive 
information about Fairfield Parish from the Fairfield Matters 
newsletter (over 90%). 65% also cited the website as an important 
source, with almost 40% rating the Parish noticeboards as an 
information choice.

We asked you how you would like to receive information about Fairfield Parish either 
from the sources already available or to suggest some alternative means.

“ Keeping in touch 
with the community 
is very important! ”

90%
Want to receive regular information 
about Fairfield Parish via the monthly 
distributed Fairfield Matters newsletter.

65%
Also feel that the Fairfield Parish 
Council website is an important source 
of information for all residents.

40%
Of Fairfield residents feel that the 
noticeboards sited at various locations 
around the Park are of importance.

The Current Situation...

•  Fairfield Matters is an independent newsletter,  
put together by an Editorial Group. It is produced for 
the Parish households free of charge. It aims to support 
residents in making their views known and involves 
and supports the local community and resident groups.  
It also publishes information that is supplied by 
voluntary groups for the good of the community. 
The continuation of the newsletter relies on the 
Volunteer Editorial Group and the band of volunteers 
who deliver the bulletin each month.

•  Fairfield Parish Council publish news and information 
items as they occur on their website.

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020
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Action Methodology Time Responsibility Result

Continue production and 
distribution of Fairfield 
Matters to every household 
in the Parish.

Support editorial group and delivery teams.
Explore possibility of ‘communications’ group 
responsible for Fairfield Matters newsletter 
and website.

EG Fairfield Matters continues to supply current news 
and information.

Continue the updating 
and dissemination of 
Parish website.

FPC Website up to date and useful and used 
information hub.

Notice boards continue to be 
a useful information source.

The notice boards are maintained and contents 
are regularly updated.

FPC Notice boards are used by residents to 
access information.

Improve communication links 
within the community.

Review existing e-mail newsletters and publicise 
their existence in Fairfield Matters.

FPC Increased number of subscribers to e-mail newsletters.

Review the use of Facebook and Twitter to 
improve communication via social media.

FPC To have Facebook and Twitter protocol in place and 
links on the Parish website

The Action Plan The table below outlines all of the actions that were agreed, including timings and who the responsibility rests with.

Action Plan Key:

Short Medium Ongoing

FPC Fairfield Parish Council

EG Editorial Group

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020
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8. Community Hall & Social Hub

Results Summary

•  Over 50% of people completing the survey say that they use the 
Community Hall. The declared uses are largely for children’s and 
youth activities, fitness classes, and social meetings.

•  A large number of survey respondents, in replying to the last 
question, which asked what would enhance people’s feelings of 
happiness and well-being, identified the need for some kind of a 
social hub. A Coffee Shop was mentioned by lots of people, but by 
far the greatest call was for a Restaurant/Bar or Pub.

We asked you how often and for what purpose you used the Community Hall and 
what additional uses you would support. We also asked what additional community 
facilities you would like to see in Fairfield.

“ We need a place 
to socialise and get 
to know people! ”

50%
Of residents said they use the Hall, 
largely for children’s / youth activities, 
fitness classes and social meetings.

73%
Of Fairfield residents that took part in the 
survey said that they would like to see a 
Bar or Coffee Shop at Fairfield.

66%
Of Fairfield residents said that they 
would support either a French or German 
Market should there be one at the Park.

The Current Situation...

•  The Community Hall is very well used and frequently 
fully booked even though it is only really ideal for 
sporting activities. 

•  The fact that the Hall is fully booked suggests that 
further facilities are needed, particularly smaller rooms.

•  The Bar/Restaurant next to Bannatynes gym is not seen 
by many as an appropriate social venue for families.

•  The Bar at the Bowls Club is run by members and there 
are problems finding volunteers to staff the bar.

•  St Luke’s Chapel stands empty and is seen by many as 
ideal for a social venue.

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020
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Action Methodology Time Responsibility Result

Investigate further 
partitioning of the 
Community Hall.

Liaise with Community Hall trustees. CHT

FPC

More efficient use of hall facilities.

Develop a Social Hub /
additional facility space.

Establish a working party to investigate how a 
Social Hub / additional facility space can be 
developed within Fairfield.

FPC Report to Fairfield Parish Council.

Establish a use for 
St Luke’s Chapel.

Continue to attempt to bring owners to the 
negotiating table.

FPC Chapel renovated and in use.

The Action Plan The table below outlines all of the actions that were agreed, including timings and who the responsibility rests with.

Action Plan Key:

Short Medium Ongoing

FPC Fairfield Parish Council

CHT Community Hall Trustees

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020

“ It would be great 
to see the church 
put to good use! ”
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Maps of the Fairfield Parish

The Parish of Fairfield is built on 253 acres that formed part of the 
Three Counties Psychiatric and Fairfield Hospitals that closed in 
1999 following changes to the provision of mental health nationally.

Fairfield Parish Council | The Parish Plan 2015 -2020

History of Fairfield Parish Council

Fairfield Parish Council is very young, set up in April 2013 following 
a Government boundary review. It was part of Stotfold but the change 
came about when a resident looked closely at his council tax demand 
and wondered what benefit Fairfield was getting from its contribution 
inasmuch that Fairfield was basically self-governing through 
management companies. When asked, Stotfold Town Council agreed 
there was very little benefit but refused to look at the problem. 
The figure then that Fairfield was contributing was about £83,000 
per annum – in effect a subsidy to Stotfold residents.

An Action group was formed and considerable work undertaken to 
get a petition signed calling for boundary changes. To be successful 
this had to be 10 per cent of the voting population of Stotfold and 
Fairfield. That figure was 750, however, over 1,200 electors signed 
the petition. Central Bedfordshire Councillors initially opposed the 
move, as did Stotfold Town Council. But after six months of arguments 
and discussions Central Beds Council recommended that the petition 
be accepted and the boundary be altered. As the answers to the 
Parish questionnaire show, the younger Fairfield has much different 
needs and demands than the more established Stotfold.

“ The buildings and 
surroundings are 
truly spectacular ”
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Fairfield Park Map Key

01. Roundabout on Dickens Boulevard / Bronte Avenue

02. Tesco Express Car Park / Dickens Boulevard

03. Hardy Way / Bronte Avenue / Dickens Boulevard

04. Community Hall

05. Shopping Area Tesco Express

06. Fairfield Park Lower School

07. Bowls Club

08. Cricket Club 

09. Urban Park

10. The Crescent / Charlotte Avenue

11. Orchard at Hardy Way

12. Orchard at Russell Walk

13. Area Behind Community Hall

14. Tennis Court Area

“ We’re very lucky 
to have such great 

green spaces! ”
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If you need any further information please 
email enquiries@fairfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

www.fairfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Have you subscribed?
We have started to send out regular 

e-newsletters. If you have yet to subscribe 
and would like to, then simply visit  
www.fairfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

and click on the ‘subscribe to 
newsletter’ link.


