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Introduction -Village setting 
 
Great Barford is a delightful village nestling in the Ouse Valley. It was first 
mentioned in the Doomsday Book. Local administration was divided into 
‘Hundreds’, and the ‘Hundreds of Bereforde’ was one of nine in Bedefordscire. 
 
After the Norman Conquest, the area was divided into four under Hugh de 
Beachamp.  The four ‘Socumen’ were named in the Doomsday survey as Rualon, 
Wimbud de Taissel, Anschetil the priest and Tetbaud. (Older pupils from Great 
Barford School may remember these were the names of school ‘houses’.) The 
school in the High Street was built in 1848, with two new classrooms being built 
in Silver Street in 1969. The whole school finally moved to Silver Street in 1980. 
 
There appears to have been a bridge crossing since the 15th century when there 
were 8 arches. In 1638 navigation of the river was extended to Great Barford 
which remained the head of navigation until 1689. At this time the village was a 
minor inland port. The old harbourmasters cottage, now know as Bridge Cottage 
still sits on the northern bank looking over the village green. The bridge was 
widened in 1818 and there are now 17 arches. It is scheduled as an ancient 
monument. In 1975 a new weir and lock were constructed and moorings provided 
for pleasure boats. Crossing the bridge, the visitors see the Anchor public house 
behind which lies the church. The tower was built in the 15th century, the 
remainder of the nave is 15th or 16th century but much more work was carried 
out in the 19th century. The chancel was built in 1884 and the north aisle added 
in 1849 and the south aisle in 1860. The font is from a very early date, probably 
13th century. 
 
Several buildings in the village are listed, but there was a great growth spurt in 
the 1960’s and 1970’s when Willoughby Farm became Maltings Way and 
Willoughby Close and Chapel Fields and Pym’s Close were built. During the last 
two years we have seen the development of Woodpecker Close in New Road 
taking shape as well as other smaller developments. 
 
Great Barford can be approached from four directions, three of which enter from 
part of the village’s conservation areas in the south, east and north. 
Since the opening of the by-pass, the main road through the village is much 
quieter and we are once again a complete village, not a divided community. 

Countryside surrounds Great Barford and open fields still run into the heart of the 
village with working farms and allotments. 
 
There is a mix of people living in the village, those who have lived here all their 
lives and others who moved in when the village expanded. A lot of the village 
commute as there is very little employment within the parish itself, although it is 
reasonably well served with amenities. 
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Great Barford Parish Council 
 
Over the last couple of years or so, the Parish Plan Team, under the guidance of 
Ann Lovesey, has been working hard in the production of a Parish Plan for Great 
Barford. Now we can see the fruits of their labours with the publishing of the 
plan. 
 
The aim of the Parish Plan is to improve the social, economic and environmental 
wellbeing of the parish of Great Barford in line with the wishes of the parish 
community. It sets out a clear statement of how residents see their village 
community, what they like about it and what they don’t like about it. It identifies 
those areas that they would like to change or improve.  The preparation of the 
Plan was fully supported by the Parish Council both by financial support and by 
the active participation of a number of councillors. I am pleased to report that the 
Parish Council formally considered and adopted the plan at its April 2010 
meeting. 
 
I am delighted that the Parish Council has this clear statement, formulated from 
the comprehensive input of the residents of Great Barford. We realise that some 
of the aspirations highlighted in the plan are outside the general remit of the 
Parish Council and there are things that are not immediately achievable. 
However, we will strive to implement as many of the recommendations as 
possible. Where other authorities or organisations are involved, we will work 
with them in an attempt to achieve our objectives. 
 
During the time it has taken to prepare the Parish Plan, some of the ideas and 
projects included in the action plans have already been initiated and the Parish 
Council has been progressing those matters which form part of its general remit. 
 
On behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to thank Ann and her Parish Plan 
team, for all their hard work in preparing this plan. Special mention here should 
be made of Louise Eddington who has been tireless in her efforts to chase and 
cajole the team members to complete their designated tasks. Thanks must also go 
to all the residents of Great Barford for their enthusiastic response in telling us 
what changes they would like to see in the village. 
 
Derrick Folbigg   Chairman, Great Barford Parish Council 

Great Barford Parish Plan – Steering Group Committee 
 
The idea of a Parish Plan was first raised at a meeting in the Village Hall in 
December 2007 in consultation with Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity. A 
steering group was formed and funding obtained to cover the printing costs.  
 
It was made clear from the outset that although Parish Council support would be 
required, the Parish Plan Committee should be made up of volunteers from all 
areas of the community.  We have been very fortunate in having a strong steering 
group and I would like to thank them all for their efforts. 
 
We have proceeded through a variety of consultation stages, culminating with the 
questionnaire delivered to all the houses then occupied in the parish. There was a 
good response to the questionnaire and this plan has been drawn up from those 
results. Thank you to everyone who helped to formulate the plan by giving your 
views on how you see the village, and what you would like in the future. 
 
There are many positive aspects of our parish, but also some areas which need 
improving. Some excellent proposals have been highlighted and hopefully many 
of these can be achieved during the plan period. 
 
It is hoped that future benefits will be achieved for the whole community through 
the implementation of the Parish Plan 
 
If you feel you can help us further in any way do get in touch. 
 
Ann Lovesey, Chairman, Parish Plan Committee 
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BACKGROUND 
 
A Village Plan and the proposals in it, reflect the issues of concern to the residents and 
informs and assists the Parish Council in choosing projects to support and improve 
village life over the next 5 to 10 years.   Where grants are available, applications 
supported by a Parish Plan have a greater chance of success.  Our Parish Council was 
keen to develop such a plan for Great Barford. 
 
Following an Open Meeting for all residents, a Steering Group Committee was formed in 
November 2007 to develop a Parish Plan for Great Barford.   A grant to cover the 
expense of developing and printing the Plan was received from DEFRA (part of the Rural 
Social Communities Programme) and support and advice was given at all stages from the 
Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity (BRCC) and their officers Sue Norman and 
Jemma McLean.   
 
The Steering Committee members represented most areas of our community, social 
groups, schools and youth groups and we met frequently to organise the various 
consultation exercises required to find out exactly how we could all have an influence on 
the future of our village.   A Parish Plan Table was set up at most of the summer fetes, 
fairs and markets at the schools, churches and Village Hall, culminating in the Planning 
for Real event at the Sunshine Pre-School, which was very well attended.  We also had a 
visit from the RAVE bus for young people.  Information and views gathered from all 
these events helped us to devise the Questionnaire which was distributed to every 
household during the summer 2009.   
 
Of the 850 questionnaires distributed, 613 individuals, comprising 350 households 
returned a completed questionnaire.  These were then analysed and proposals drafted into 
an Action Plan for comment by the Parish Council.  The final Plan was presented to and 
adopted by the Parish Council in April 2010.                 
 
What Happens Now ? 
Our Action Plan has been sent to every household in the village, as well as to the 
Borough Council and other agencies.   Whilst the Parish Council will play a key role in 
implementing the plan, some projects will require outside support and/or funding through 
grants and others will require little or no funding but simply action by volunteers.  The 
Parish Plan Action Group Committee will lead and encourage groups in implementing 
many of the proposals put forward in the Plan and will give regular progress reports to the 
village, via the Bugle and the website.   Residents who volunteered to help in various 
ways, will be contacted (if they haven’t already been) by a member of the Committee.  
Please get in touch with Louise Eddington on 870443 if you too would like to help.  

 
Our first plan of action was to publish a Village Directory, which sets out local 
information, contact names and numbers and details of everything going on, in and 
around Great Barford.   We are also working on a website of the Directory where we 
hope to have a diary of events which will be regularly updated. 
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There are now nearly 2000 people living in the Parish of Great Barford.  
Analysis of the Household survey section of the Questionnaire, gave us the 
following information: 
 
 The 60-74 year old age group were the biggest responders (29%), 

followed by the 25-44 year olds (26%).    

 An impressive 39% of respondents have lived in Great Barford for more 
than 25 years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 41% of those completing the survey are retired.   

 Those who work outside the village, travel an average of 10.5 miles to 
get there.   

 91% of journey to work or school are made by car. 
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Issues and concerns by Topic, were briefly as follows: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environment –  page 7  

Main concerns were owners not picking up their dog’s mess; more waste 
bins and litter bins being requested and glass and food recycling facilities and 
planted tubs at the entrances to the village were favoured.  On the plus side, 
most households were satisfied with the general tidiness of grassed areas, 
public seating, frequency of road cleaning and street lighting (most favoured 
turning off street lights in the small hours of the night). 

Traffic and Transport –  page 9   

Speeding and heavy vehicles through the village, as well as inconsiderate 
parking were considered the most serious issues requiring attention; more bus 
routes, stops and shelters were requested. 

Crime & Safety –  page 14  

Overall, the majority of households felt moderately satisfied with the policing 
and the great majority feel safe in the village. 

Bins looking like this should be reported to the Parish Council
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 Community Events and Facilities –  page 11 

Overall awareness of events was good, street posters being the most popular 
method of finding out about events.  However, there was a big demand for 
more (especially evening) activity classes, Farmers Market and cycle routes.      
71 volunteered to help in this section (for Good Neighbours, Over 60’s and 
Events). 

Education, Children & Young People –  page 15 

There was keen interest for youth clubs, a drop in centre, sports clubs and play 
areas for different age groups.   
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The new Action Plan Committee will work with local volunteers, as well as the Partners mentioned in the following tables to try and achieve some, if not all of the 
proposals put forward to enhance life in our village community over the next 5-10 years.   Several of the proposals are achievable in the Short term and in fact some 
groups are already working together on new initiatives.  The timescale for other proposals, particularly where local authority guidance and approval are required, and 
where financial assistance needs to be sourced, will be Medium to Long term. 
 
1. ENVIRONMENT 
 
The responses received in relation to the 
Environment showed that people care 
about looking after, protecting and 
improving both the village environment 
and our local countryside.  You want to 
see us working with partner organisations 
to explore providing glass recycling 
facilities (87%) and to ensure that our 
footpaths and bridleways are well 
maintained and free from obstruction or 
hazards (81%).  Nearly half of 
respondents would like to see more trees 
and shrubs planted in the parish and 10% 
said they would be willing to help 
maintain them.   

 
 
 

PROPOSALS – Protecting the Environment ACTION  PARTNERS TIMESCALE 
To provide more dog waste bins. Work with partners to provide more bins at Pyms Close, Silver 

Street and by the river. 
Bedford Borough Council 
 

 Short 

To provide more litter bins and ensure they are 
emptied regularly.  

Ask BBC to provide more litter bins and ensure they are emptied 
regularly. 

Bedford Borough Council  Medium 

To ensure details of annual litter pick are 
advertised widely. 

Consider different approaches to advertising. Parish Council Short 

To increase the amount of road sweeping carried 
out. 

Investigate improving the current regime. Bedford Borough Council Medium 

To encourage reporting of illegal dumping. Advertise in Bridge/Bugle where and to whom illegal dumping 
should be reported.  

Parish Council 
Bedford Borough Council 

Short 
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PROPOSALS – Managing our Environment  ACTION PARTNERS TIMESCALE 
To ensure proper maintenance and upkeep of Road 
Side Verges 

Liaise with PC to ensure contract for maintenance of verges 
include regular cuts and clearance. 

Parish Council  Short 

To ensure proper maintenance and upkeep of 
Footpaths and Bridleways 

Identify areas of obstruction and work with BBC to write to 
residents notifying them of their duty to cut back vegetation 
obstructing highways.  
Carry out survey to identify uneven paths and notify PC. 

Parish Council  
Bedford Borough Council 
Parish Plan Action Group 

 Medium 

To investigate the street lighting throughout the 
village. 

Further investigation is required to establish whether or not more 
lighting is required and whether or not to turn off the lighting 
between midnight and 5am. 

Bedford Borough Council 
Parish Council 
Parish Plan Action Group 

Medium 

To launch a Glass Recycling Scheme Facilities to be provided within the parish Bedford Borough Council 
Parish Council 

Medium 

 
It was generally agreed that although our local environment is well 
managed, with the majority of people happy with how green areas in the 
village are maintained, the problems people face when using local 
footpaths were highlighted.  Overhanging vegetation and dogs’ mess 
(actioned above) being two of the biggest problems.   A third of the 
respondents also believe that the road side verge maintenance could be 
improved upon. 
Enhancing the environment by planting more trees and planting tubs was 
supported by over half of the respondents, with only slightly less 
requesting more public seating.  A number of residents also volunteered to 
help manage and improve the local environment, showing just how 
important it is to them.   

 
PROPOSALS – Improving our Environment ACTION  PARTNERS TIMESCALE 
To provide trees and planted tubs  Discuss possible sponsorship of trees or tubs with local 

businesses and PC and set up maintenance team. 
Parish Council 
Parish Plan Action Group 
Local Businesses 

 Short 

Set up Environmental Action Group Contact volunteers to organise the setting up of a group 
(possibly a Parish Paths Partnership Group) and explore funding 
options. 

Bedford Borough Council 
Parish Council 
Parish Plan Action Group 

 Short 

To investigate whether there is enough Public 
Seating in the village. 

Consult with local community to identify areas of need and 
discuss funding with PC. 

Parish Council 
Parish Plan Action Group 

Medium 
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2.  TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT  
 
Analysis of the questionnaire indicated that villagers are concerned with the 
speed of the traffic through the village and the amount of traffic using the 
village as a rat run causing congestion in peak hours. The number of heavy 
goods vehicles using the village was also seen to be a problem. 

There were a number of suggestions for traffic calming but also there was a 
sizeable opposition to speed bumps and chicanes from those who saw them as 
anti social and dangerous.  The same with speed cameras where there were 
calls for more but also calls for no more. 
There was general agreement that more should be done for pedestrians and 
cyclists and to encourage more people to leave their cars at home for shorter 
journeys. 
Inconsiderate parking was a big issue by the Surgery, the Schools, outside the 
Post Office and on pavements and verges in general.  
There was a consensus for more weight limits to be imposed and enforced 
especially on the bridge, which is a listed ancient monument that is being 
damaged by the weight of the traffic using it.  It was felt that declaring a 
weight limit, but without policing, was not acceptable. 

 
PROPOSALS – Traffic Calming ACTION  PARTNERS TIMESCALE 
To investigate traffic calming schemes and speeding 
limitations 

Look into the possibility of installing 20 mph speed limit in Silver 
Street. 

Schools 
Parish Council 

Short 

To reduce the number of heavy lorries passing 
through village 

Look into the feasibility of implementing a weight limit on the 
Bridge. 

English Heritage  
Borough Council 
Parish Council 

Immediate 

To discourage dangerous and inconsiderate parking 
throughout the village especially in High Street and 
Silver Street 

Arrange for a Risk Assessment to be conducted by the Royal 
Society for Prevention of Accidents (ROSPA) to identify potential 
solutions for discussion.  

ROSPA 
Parish Council 

Short 

Improve safety at road junctions in the village. Look into installing Warning markings on the road and Warning 
signs at High St / Addingtons Road junction and Green End 
Road/Birchfield Road junction. 

Borough Council 
 

Long 

To implement more Cycle tracks to separate different 
modes of transport to improve safety for ALL road 
users and pedestrians. 

Look into the feasibility of installing cycle paths in the following 
locations:  To join with the Bedford – Sandy cycle track 

Sustainable Transport 
Sustrans 

Medium 
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The bus service given by the X5 express coach was generally found to be good but there was a need for other services that went to other destinations especially to Sandy 
and Biggleswade. There were also complaints that the X5 only stops at a two stops in Bedford Road, one each way, which gives those who did not live in that area 
sometimes up to a mile walk to the stops.      

 
PROPOSALS – Bus services ACTION  PARTNERS TIMESCALE 
To improve Bus services by communicating the 
requirements of public transport users to transport 
providers (eg: choice of destinations and lack of bus 
stops). 

Discuss with transport providers the possibility of the X5 being 
diverted to go down High Street and New Road, and for new 
services to Sandy, Biggleswade and other villages. 

Stagecoach & 
Borough Council 

Long 

To encourage more people to walk on short journeys 
around the village. 

Make pavements more user friendly by installing more dropped 
kerbs and wider pavements. 

Borough Council  
Parish Council  
Ramblers Association 

Medium 
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3. COMMUNITY & HEALTH 
 
Analysis of this section of the Questionnaire showed that there was a good 
awareness through The Bridge and Bugle Magazines, Notice Boards and 
posters around the village of most of the various social and sports club 
events in the village.  However, everyone agreed that a Village Directory 
was a good idea which would give details of all the community facilities 
and social groups in the area.   The Action Plan committee have in fact 
already brought up to date the last Directory (dated 2000) and every 
household should receive one shortly.    The Parish Council’s website, 
which many people were not so aware of, is being improved and will be 
the place to look for information concerning the Parish Council meetings.  
     
The Village Hall was acknowledged by those who have hired it as having 
excellent facilities.  It is a Charity organisation run by the Village Hall 
Committee. 
 
Our Shop and Post Office is considered extremely important to have in 
the village.   78% of households use the shop 2-3 times a week or daily.  
93% felt it vitally important to keep the Post office facility in the village.   

 
PROPOSALS – Community ACTION  PARTNERS TIMESCALE 
To create a new Village Directory and maintain the 
PC Website 

Revamp and update the previous directory, to be delivered to all 
households, and to newcomers. 
Ensure website is maintained and updated regularly. Encourage 
community groups to send information to update the site. 

Parish Council   Short 

To establish a general Events Committee to organise 
and advertise more community events for everyone. 

Liaise with Village Hall committee and Festival Events committee 
to see how we can use the village facilities and organise regular 
village fun and fund raising events. 

Village Hall 
Committee 
Festival Events 
Committee  
Wollstein Partnership 
and other village 
groups 

 Short 

    
To support the village shop and post office and 
ensure there is no likelihood of losing the post office 
in the future 

Encourage residents to use the village shop and PO regularly, and 
the Owners to promote their services and facilities. 

Parish Council  Long  
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Great Barford has a good local surgery which also caters for 
the surrounding villages, but there are concerns about access 
and the variety of facilities. Some wider events are held at the 
Village Hall and there are several Walking for Health Groups. 
Because of its position in Silver Street there are also concerns 
about parking as patients cannot always get near to the 
surgery.   
 
A Good Neighbour Scheme suggested in the Questionnaire, 
brought a huge response from volunteers.  Local authority 
groups have already given assistance in starting the scheme in 
Great Barford and a committee has been formed to take this 
action forward.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROPOSALS – Health ACTION  PARTNERS TIMESCALE 
To investigate the possibility of having more health 
facilities at the Surgery (chiropody, dental, home 
nursing) 

Inform surgery and PCT of the wishes of parishioners Primary Care Trust  Long 

Give help and assistance to parishioners in the 
following areas: 
i)   Improve disabled access to public areas 
ii)  Prescription collection 
iii) Voluntary car sharing scheme. 
iv) Good Neighbour scheme 
v)  Over 60's Club 

Carry out a survey to ascertain the issues regarding access in public 
areas. 
Good Neighbour Scheme already underway. 
Increase awareness of social clubs already operating and active in 
the village.  

Primary Care Trust 
Bedford Rural 
Communities Charity 
Great Barford Surgery 
Volunteers already 
identified  
 

Short 
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Other Leisure and sport activities that some people would like to have available locally, included evening classes, shared use of school facilities, better cycle, walking and 
fitness facilities and a local coffee shop/meeting place.   The Action Group will see what can be done to facilitate some of these ideas. 

 
 

PROPOSALS – Leisure ACTION  PARTNERS TIMESCALE 
To research the possibility of more local leisure and 
sports classes, clubs and groups, and evening activity 
classes. 

Contact Further Education centres and various Bedford clubs to see 
what classes are feasible, and whether they can be run in GB. 

Further Education 
Centres 
Bedford town clubs 
Schools 
Village Hall 
Committee 

 Short 

To see if more accessible fishing is possible. Establish what the rights are on the village fishing area and explore 
possibility of extension. 

Environment Agency 
Parish Council  
Riverside land owners 

Medium 

To ascertain whether picnic benches and public 
toilets can be put near play areas. 

Consultation needed to establish need and suitable sites. Parish Council Short 
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Many residents would like more information on planned housing developments in the village and the biggest concerns about new development were the impact on the 
character of the village, the possible effects of increased traffic and effect on the natural the environment.  Owner/occupier was the most desired type of new housing and 
27% of households had a need for affordable housing, mostly for young people. 

 
 

PROPOSALS – Housing and Development ACTION  PARTNERS TIMESCALE 
To ensure details of current developments and future 
development proposals are more widely available 

Consider ways of informing/advertising proposals Parish Council 
Borough Council 
Developers 

 Medium 

To investigate the likelihood of affordable housing in 
the village for first home buyers and the elderly. 

Consultation with local authority housing to see what plans they 
have.  Carry out a further housing needs survey to gain more 
understanding of needs in the parish. 

Parish Council 
Borough Council 
BRCC 

 Long 

 
 
 
 
4. CRIME AND SAFETY 
 
We learnt from the questionnaire that the majority of households felt a moderate level of satisfaction with Policing in the community. There was good awareness of the 
Police Surgery and Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.   Overall, the majority of villagers feel safe in Great Barford.  However, over the years the nature of policing the 
village has changed. We shall never be able to go back to the days of our own village policeman. There are concerns that crime and anti-social behaviour are rife, but in 
fact it is down to a few who spoil life for the rest. An improved Neighbourhood Watch scheme has recently been set up which will hopefully help to improve the situation 
together with our limited police presence. There are volunteers covering most of the village.  We all need to be vigilant and report anything suspicious. 

 
 

PROPOSALS – Crime and Safety ACTION PARTNERS TIMESCALE 
To make parishioners more aware of the various 
policing and crime prevention schemes currently 
operating in the village and any future plans. 

Consider holding a public meeting to provide residents with 
an opportunity to learn about current initiatives, wider 
publication of Police surgeries and the Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme. 

Parish Council 
Neighbourhood Watch Team 

 Short 

To combat anti-social behaviour Work with partners to explore options available. Police (Youth team) 
Schools 
Young people themselves 

 Medium 
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5. EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT/CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
The analysis of this section of the Parish Plan revealed the wonderful diversity in employment and educational interests and situations throughout the village, with a 
high proportion of the village population being in employment, full-time education or retirement. The results also revealed a high interest in employment and educational 
facilities with approximately ½ of the questionnaire’s respondents showing that they would be interested in some form of Adult Education Class. Significant interest 
was shown in the development of employment and education services in the village including a Local Job Service; Small Business Units, an Internet Cafe and a 
Homework Club. 

 
PROPOSALS – Education ACTION PARTNERS TIMESCALE 
To research the possibility of a range of adult 
education classes being offered at a suitable village 
venue 
 
 

Explore options in order to ascertain which classes are most 
wanted within the community. 
Work with the partners to explore the possible options. 
 

Parish Council 
Local Schools 
Bedford College 
Borough Council 
Extended Schools Services 
Further Education Centres 

Medium 

To investigate the possibility of setting up a 
Homework Club with the safe use of Internet 
facilities 
 

Work with the partners to examine the options available for 
possible funding and running of a Homework Club 

Local Schools 
Extended School Services 
Parish Council 
Borough Council 

Medium 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reflecting the wishes of the residents  Great Barford Parish Plan 2010 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page 16 

 

The results from the questionnaire indicated that there were high levels of interest in the idea of the village having a Youth Club and/or a Youth Drop in Centre with 
over half of the respondents expressing they would like to see a Youth Club in the village and almost a third wanting to see a Youth Drop in Centre. The results of the 
plan also revealed enough interest in a Youth Council to warrant an investigation into this possibility. 

 
PROPOSALS  – Young People ACTION  PARTNERS TIMESCALE 
To investigate the possibility of a village Youth Club 
and/or a village Youth Drop in Centre 

To contact the volunteers who offered their help and assistance with 
a Youth Club and/or Drop in Centre. 
Investigate possible funding available for youth projects. 
Work with the partners to explore all possible options. 

Parish Council 
Borough Council  
Volunteers  

Medium 

To explore the option in setting up a Youth Council Investigate the interest shown in setting up a Youth Council and 
explore the options  of possible funding through liaising with 
partners  

Young People from 
the Village 
Local Schools 
Councils 
Parish Council 
Borough Council 

Medium 
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The children’s and young people’s clubs were a topic that produced a lot 
of interest, with all the clubs mentioned in the questionnaire drawing 
almost equally high levels of  interest and demand.  There were many 
people who kindly said that they would be willing to volunteer their time 
and expertise to support the setting up and running of these clubs, for 
which we are grateful, but we will need many more if we are to 
successfully meet the demand for the clubs that was indicated in the parish 
plan.  
 
Half of all the respondents to the questionnaire thought there was a need 
for a Youth Shelter, Picnic Benches situated near play facilities, Public 
Toilets situated near play facilities, separate Play areas for children under 
and over 12 years and more Playgrounds in other areas of the village.   
Almost equal importance was placed on all options, with Picnic Benches 
near the play areas having a slightly higher response rate. 

 
PROPOSALS – Young People ACTION  PARTNERS TIMESCALE 
To research the possibilities of setting up the 
following clubs: Junior and Youth Football; Girls 
Football; Junior and  Youth Basketball; Junior and 
Youth Cricket; Junior and Youth Rugby and Youth 
Tennis 

To contact the volunteers who offered their help and assistance with 
setting up these clubs. 
Work with the partners to explore the possible options. 
Work with the partners to ascertain the possibility of funding 
available 

Parish Council 
Borough Council  
Local Schools 
Village Hall 
Committee 
Local Sports Clubs 
Bedford Rugby Club 
Further Education 
Centres 

Medium 

 
PROPOSALS – Play facilities ACTION  PARTNERS TIMESCALE 
To explore the options that could facilitate the 
villages requests for:  

  A Youth Shelter 
 Picnic Benches near play areas 
 Public Toilets near play areas 
 Separate Play areas 
 Playgrounds situated in other areas of the 

village 

To liaise with the partners in order to source possible contacts to 
fulfil the proposals 
Work with the partners in order to locate possible funding options 
 

Parish Council 
Borough Council  
Village Hall 
Committee 
 

Long 
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