Eggington

Eggington Parish Green Infrastructure Plan
Green Infrastructure is a new term now widely adopted and local councils are
required by the Draft East of England Plan, A Regional Spatial Strategy for the East
of England {EERA, 2004} at Policy Env 1 states that:
Areas and networks of green infrastructure will be identified, protected, created,
extended, enhanced, managed and maintained throughout the Region to ensure
that an improved and healthy environment is available for the benefit of present and
future communities. This will be particularly important in those areas identified to
accommodate the largest amounts of growth in the region, whether or not officially
recognised as such in the Sustainable Communities Plan.
Green Infrastructure is defined as:

A multifunctional network of green space and linkages, both
publicly accessible and private, including nature reserves,
historic sites, recreation areas, sports pitches, allotments,
cemeteries and waterways.
Methodology
34 people attended the first Green Infrastructure workshop, incorporating a range of
ages from 25 to 50+. Two children under 10years accompanied their parents.
The aim of the workshop was to:
o
Collect thoughts and ideas from the Eggington community as to what they
would like to see included in the parish Green Infrastructure Plan.
o
Start the consultation work on the Parish Plan, collating opinions on
Eggington; likes and dislikes.
People sat in groups of 5/6 at individual tables with large maps showing the existing
Green Infrastructure. They were invited to add to this base map and contribute
ideas for future green infrastructure. Each table fed back to the whole group and
any issues that needed resolution were discussed. There was huge concern about
the possible eastward expansion of Leighton Buzzard enveloping the village and
traffic using the Village High Street as a rat run was high on their list of dislikes. The
Parish Council were using this as an introduction to the idea of dong a full Parish
Plan.
30 people attended the Second Green Infrastructure workshop, approximately 50%
were male and 50% were female and ages ranged from 25 to 50+. The majority of
attendees were between 30 and 50 years of age. The threat of development
coloured all the discussion and suggestions for improved off-road links to and from
the Town did not find favour.

Action Plan
Feature & Location Proposed Enhancement/Action
1

Investigate extension of Conservation Area
West section of village not
included within the
Conservation Area

o

Prevent Coalescence

2
Area between Leighton
Buzzard and Eggington

o

o Investigate different land uses next to urban fringes
such as public open space or formal recreation areas
to prevent damage to crops from anti social activities.

Farmland on urban fringe

Hill tops in Clipstone, West
of village between Hill Farm
and Charity Farm and south
of Eggington

Protect viewpoints

o Work with planners, developers and landowners to
protect viewpoints across the countryside.

Enhance Clipstone Brook Corridor

5
Clipstone Brook from
Hockliffe to Leighton
Buzzard via Eggington
Parish

o
o

o

6
7

Tributary from north feeding
into Brook

Enhance tributary of brook
o

Around the edge of Leighton
Buzzard

o

Rights of Way
o

11

Retain this area as a wildlife corridor
Work with landowners, Sustrans and Leighton-Linslade
Town Council to put a cycle route round Leighton
Buzzard

Create a new footpath link
o

10

Work with landowners to enhance and maintain the
brook as a biodiverse wildlife corridor.
Approach landowners to investigate possibility of
footpath or cycleway extending from Leighton Buzzard
to Hockliffe along the brook.
Maintain distinctive characterer of flood meadows.

Create cycleway around edge of Leighton Buzzard

8

9

Work with planners, landowners and developers to
ensure any new development protects the rural
integrity of the village and suitable landscaping
possibly a woodland fringe is included in any plans.

Improve urban fringe farming possibilities

3

4

Ask SBDC Conservation Officer to visit Eggington
Parish and give a presentation on background to
Conservation Area status and discuss potential for
extension.

Work with landowners to negotiate route from
woodland to the road.
Create a footpath using “Dirty Lane”; a more direct link
along a wide green lane to the existing footpaths
leading out to Hockliffe.

Retain landscape and fishing lakes
Fishing lakes to the east of
Eggington village
Ridge and Furrow around
village

o

A piece of high quality landscape with good habitats,
ridge and furrow and traditional sheep grazing, ensure
this is protected and continued to manage in the same
way.

Land and buildings at Hill
Farm

Design an appropriate use for buildings at Hill Farm

Theedway along southern
parish boundary

Create green route along Theedway

o

There are redundant farm buildings (Hill Farm) in the
village and the owner is open to suggestions for uses
that complement the village.

parish boundary

o
o

12
13

14

Enhance this ancient Salt route and returning to its
original use as a ROW.
Work with landowners to provide and extended route
from Leighton Buzzard through Eggington Parish and
across to Houghton Regis and Dunstable.

To the south-east of the
settlement within the
conservation area

Enhance the pond habitat
o Work with landowner to ensure it is managed

Church Yard and
neighbouring play area and
allotment

Enhance church yard and surrounding area
o Look at comprehensive management plan for

Road through village

Restrict traffic through village
o Put traffic calming measures in to slow down vehicles.
o Restrict traffic to access only, no through route.

appropriately for wildlife and encourage community to
get involved and help on volunteer work party tasks.

churchyard, allotments and recreation area including
access issues.

Introduction to Themed Map
1) Context Map
2) Biodiversity Maps
This map shows the locations of County Wildlife Sites (CWSs) near the parish of
Eggington. A CWS is a site that has been recognized as important for wildlife when
assessed against a set of criteria. The selection guidelines consider aspects of the
site such as size, diversity, rarity, fragility, typicalness and recorded history.
Designation as a CWS does not confer protection on the site, or right of access,
however for any significant change of land use the planning authorities will expect
the wildlife interest to be taken into account alongside other normal planning
considerations. Local conservation organisations may comment on planning
applications that could affect a CWS. There are no Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSIs), Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) or Roadside Nature Reserves
within the parish.
Only designated sites are shown, however, there may be other sites within the
parish which are important for wildlife. The second biodiversity map aims to show
some of these sites. Green infrastructure planning can help to link or buffer existing
wildlife sites, providing them with increased protection from harmful activities and
making their wildlife populations more sustainable. If you would like further
information or advice about the wildlife in your parish, please contact either
Bedfordshire’s County Ecologist (Tel: 01234 228066 or Email:
john.comont@bedscc.gov.uk) or The Wildlife Trust (Tel: 01234 364213 or Email:
Bedfordshire@wildlifebcnp.org). The Bedfordshire and Luton Biodiversity
Recording and Monitoring Centre (BRMC) has a wealth of records about the
species seen in your parish and is beginning to compile habitat data. If you would
like to access this resources please contact them (Tel: 01234 355435 or Email:
brmc@bedsbionet.org.uk).
3) Landscape Map
The landscape map shows the position of contours within your parish. It also has
the areas at risk from a 1% chance flood from a river marked. Contours and flood
zones can be useful when creating green infrastructure corridors.
4) Historic Map
A variety of historic sites are shown on this map. Integrating these sites into green
infrastructure plans can help to preserve parish history. The numbers next to most
of the site boundaries represent locations in the Historic Environment Record
(HER), which is kept at County Hall in Bedford. The table below gives a brief
summary of each numbered site; more details are available from the HER, along
with historic maps of your parish. Due to the scale of this map only Listed Buildings
are shown, however, there are many other historically important buildings recorded.
For advice or further information about historic areas in your parish please contact
the Historic Environment Information Officer at Bedfordshire County Council (Tel:
01234 228 072 or Email: Stephen.coleman@bedscc.gov.uk).

Number
Feature
Number
Feature
9
Iron Age/Roman/Saxon/Occupation
10789 Grumble Well
1052 St. Michael’s Church
10790 Pottery, near Eggingtom House
Roman and Medieval Occupation, Charity
Turnpike Road
1437 Farm
10793
1953 Roman/Medieval Pottery, Claridges Farm
10795 Clay Pits
3319 Farmstead/Brickworks & Claypit
10797 Shrunken Village, Clipstone
5462 Ridge & Furrow
10799 Pump
7013 House Grounds
10800 Old Sand Pit
8888 St. Michael’s Parish Churchyard
10842 Earthworks, at E. end of village
10775 Earthworks, Hollentons
10843 Theedway
10782 Dovecot
11122 ?Pit, near Clipstone
10783 Stocks & Town Well
11123 Circular Cropmarks, Clipstone
10784 Salter’s Well
11175 Earthworks, South of Charity Farm
10785 Billingwell
12747 Roman Finds
10786 Hartwell, (Ardells)
16491 Cropmarks, North of Clipstone
10787 Spring, (Crannows Willows)
18029 Agricultural Earthworks, Eggington Brook

5) Open Space, Access and Recreation Map
This map shows the positions of open spaces (e.g. golf courses, recreation grounds
or school playing fields) within your parish. Not all of them are accessible to the
public. Rights of Way are key to providing access to open spaces within green
infrastructure plans. Barriers, such as motorways and railways, are highlighted on
the map to emphasize crossing points where sections of green infrastructure could
be linked.
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