Harlington

Introduction
Green Infrastructure is a new term now widely adopted and local councils are
required by the Draft East of England Plan, A Regional Spatial Strategy for the East
of England {EERA, 2004} at Policy Env 1 to:
Areas and networks of green infrastructure will be identified, protected, created,
extended, enhanced, managed and maintained throughout the Region to ensure
that an improved and healthy environment is available for the benefit of present and
future communities. This will be particularly important in those areas identified to
accommodate the largest amounts of growth in the region, whether or not officially
recognised as such in the Sustainable Communities Plan.
Green Infrastructure is defined as:

A multifunctional network of green space and linkages, both
publicly accessible and private, including nature reserves,
historic sites, recreation areas, sports pitches, allotments,
cemeteries and waterways.
Methodology
52 people attended the first Saturday morning Green Infrastructure workshop, with
54% over 50; 35% in the range from 30 to 50 and 8% between 20 and 30. There
were 2 under 10s at the crèche that we had offered in the advert. Based on previous
experience we had allowed for a good turnout and had plenty of maps and we set
up workshop tables in an overflow room. There was good positive atmosphere.
The aim of the workshop was to:
o Introduce the concept of Green Infrastructure
o Collect thoughts and ideas from the Harlington community as to what they
would like to see included in the parish Green Infrastructure Plan.
Using large base maps and a series of smaller themed maps participants added
information that had been missed and noted areas of interest, likes or dislikes and
potential new GI. After about 45 minutes each table gave feed back to the whole
group.
A proposed GI map was taken back to a second workshop held on a Friday evening
when 44 people attended. The age range was 55% over 50 and 45% between 30
and 50. Comments were received on the draft GI Plan and actions agreed. This
included the establishment of Focus Groups to take the priority issues forward. [see
next page]
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Action Plan
Feature &
Location

Proposed Enhancement/Action

1

Sundon Quarry

Monitor remediation work and landscaping/restoration work

2

Buffer to
Sundon Hills

Explore potential for chalk grassland and woodland restoration on chalky
arable fields below Sundon Hills SSSI

3

Clay Ridge

The ridge that runs from Harlington to Pulloxhill has high landscape value
and needs conserving

4

Woodlands

There are a number of small woodlands that need conservation and
opportunities for woodland creation.

5

Brickyard

An old brickworks site with ponds and secondary woodland much used by
local people especially the young. A possible project.

Chalk Springs

There are a number of springs that arise from the chalk hills and flow
north towards the Flit and the Ivel. They have been channelled into deep
ditches and it is thought that this precious resource could possibly provide
opportunities for wetland creation and improved amenity. Needs further
investigation.

The Bottoms

This minor road has fly tipping problems and opportunities for a “Quiet
Lane” Project.

8

Rights of Way

Provide official permissive route to Bunyan’s Oak
Provide Permissive route in field along Barton Road and linking to the
Bottoms
Investigate surface improvements to Bridleway 15
There were a variety of other suggestions for new and enhanced
footpaths and/or cycleways. A Group was established to consider drawing
up a comprehensive plan for Rights of Way Improvement

9

Village Pond

There were differences of opinion as to what was needed to maintain the
Village Pond. An independent management plan would be secured for
further discussion.

10

River Flit and
Poplars
Nursery

Conservation of the river habitats along the River Flit, grassland and
woodland at and adjacent to Poplars Nursery

11

Landscape

6

7

An important issue in relation to conservation of AONB but also threat of
new development adjacent to Junction 12 of M1

Introduction to Themed Maps
1) Context Map
2) Biodiversity Map
This map shows the locations of County Wildlife Sites (CWSs) and Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSIs) within the parish of Harlington. A CWS is a site that has
been recognized as important for wildlife when assessed against a set of criteria.
The selection guidelines consider aspects of the site such as size, diversity, rarity,
fragility, typicalness and recorded history. Designation as a CWS does not confer
protection on the site, or right of access, however for any significant change of land
use the planning authorities will expect the wildlife interest to be taken into account
alongside other normal planning considerations. Local conservation organisations
may comment on planning applications that could affect a CWS. SSSIs are the
country’s best wildlife and geological sites. English Nature must be consulted if
anyone wishes to carry out work that may damage a SSSI. This requirement
applies to operations within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI that may
affect the features of interest. There are no Local Nature Reserves or Roadside
Nature Reserves within the parish.
Only designated sites are shown, although there may be other sites within the
parish which are important for wildlife. Green infrastructure planning can help to link
or buffer existing wildlife sites, providing them with increased protection from
harmful activities and making their wildlife populations more sustainable. If you
would like further information or advice about the wildlife in your parish, please
contact either Bedfordshire’s County Ecologist (Tel: 01234 228066 or Email:
john.comont@bedscc.gov.uk) or The Wildlife Trust (Tel: 01234 364213 or Email:
Bedfordshire@wildlifebcnp.org). The Bedfordshire and Luton Biodiversity
Recording and Monitoring Centre (BRMC) has a wealth of records about the
species seen in your parish and is beginning to compile habitat data. If you would
like to access this resources please contact them (Tel: 01234 355435 or Email:
brmc@bedsbionet.org.uk).
3) Landscape Map
The landscape map shows the position of contours within your parish. It also has
the areas at risk from a 1% chance flood from a river marked. Contours and flood
zones can be useful when creating green infrastructure corridors.
4) Historic Map
A variety of historic sites are shown on this map. Integrating these sites into green
infrastructure plans can help to preserve parish history. The numbers next to most
of the site boundaries represent locations in the Historic Environment Record
(HER), which is kept at County Hall in Bedford. The table below gives a brief
summary of each numbered site; more details are available from the HER, along
with historic maps of your parish. Due to the scale of this map only Listed Buildings
are shown, however, there are many other historically important buildings recorded.
For advice or further information about historic areas in your parish please contact
the Historic Environment Information Officer at Bedfordshire County Council (Tel:
01234 228 072 or Email: Stephen.coleman@bedscc.gov.uk).

Number
101
234
3084
3267
3565
3662
3668
3882
3898
4440
5020
5116

Feature
?Roman villa, Anglo-Saxon
cemetery, Sheepwalk Hill
Moat
Chalk Pit

Number
9710
9712
9713

Cropmarks, Lower East End
Earthworks, north west of Grange
Mill

9714
9715
9718
9719
9720
9722
9723
9976
15298

6674

Neolithic End Scraper/Clay Pipe
Quarry, east of Harlington Church
Earthworks, Goswell End
Ridge & Furrow
Earthwork, west of Sharpenhoe
Roman Road (Viatores no. 1706)
Deer Park
Brickyard, north side of Station
Road

8898

St. Mary’s Parish Churchyard

16589

9010

Harlington Cemtery

16596

9706

Earthworks, west of station
Earthworks, south east of Lower
East End
Lime Works

16921

9708
9709

15299

17901

Feature
Fish Pond, Barton Road
Cottages, (site of) Water Off
Village Green
Cropmark Site, South of Burnt
Ground Spinney
Woodfield Farm (site of)
Disused Road & Bridge, Harlington Streatley
Holloway, Water Off
Road, Harlington - Streatley
Disused Road, to Lower East End
Earthworks, ‘Blundells’
Portobello Wood
Roman Sherd, near Dyers Farm
Roman Sherds
Cropmarks, north west of New Manor
Farm
Medieval/Post-Medieval Cropmarks,
east of Sundon Road
Harlington War Memorial, Station
Road Junction (Sundon Road)
WW2 Tank Trap, Lower East End
Farm

5) Open Space, Access and Recreation Map
This map shows the positions of open spaces (e.g. golf courses, recreation grounds
or school playing fields) within your parish. Not all of them are accessible to the
public. Rights of Way are key to providing access to open spaces within green
infrastructure plans. Barriers, such as motorways and railways, are highlighted on
the map to emphasize crossing points where sections of green infrastructure could
be linked.
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A Chalk Arc Initiative Funded Project.
Consultation and document preparation
prepared by The Greensand Trust
Mapping by the Bedfordshire & Luton
Biodiversity Recording and Monitoring Centre

