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Kensworth Parish Green Infrastructure Plan

Methodology
In April 2007 Kensworth Parish Council were approached with a request for BRCC to attend a PC meeting to outline the GI Planning process
and secure support for undertaking the process in Kensworth.
A response from the PC Clerk was received stating that as Whipsnade had also been invited to participate in the GI Planning process,
attendance at a Kensworth PC meeting to which Whipsnade PC representatives would be invited was agreed. Following this meeting, the two
parish councils decided to support the process but asked that the workshops be undertaken jointly. After further discussion it was agreed to
hold the workshop events in June and July and the production of the draft Living Networks Parish Map Packs by the BRMC was commissioned.
It was agreed to advertise two workshop opportunities, 3 weeks apart. An article advertising the events was published in the June and July
editions of Parishlink (a joint parish newsletter); and further profile of the events was given through the Parishlink website. In addition, posters
were erected in public places.
The first workshop commenced with a brief presentation on GI and the CAI by Cliff Andrews (BRCC). Attendees were provided with colour
copies of the ‘Living Networks’ Parish Map Packs; and larger maps on which to identify: errors on the existing map; aspirational enhancements
to existing GI features; and aspiration new GI. Coloured pens and a key for ensuring consistency in colour coding were provided. BRCC staff
were on hand to give guidance on the process and answer any specific questions.

The attendance at the first workshop was disappointing with just 10 residents of Kensworth present. Checks were undertaken to ensure that the
publicity had been distributed as agreed, with those present confirming sufficient publicity had taken place. The attendees were disappointed at
the level of interest from their communities, but found the event informative and enjoyable themselves. The one advantage of a low turn-out
proved to be the level of detailed discussion that both BRCC staff and the Parish Clerk were able to have with the attendees.
At the second workshop, the digitised map showing the results of the first workshops was presented. Attendees were asked to check that their
initial input had been mapped correctly and to identify any amendments/ additions to their GI aspirations, particularly looking for opportunities to
link new and existing GI. In addition to the further map-based comments, attendees were asked to commence the compilation of an Action
Plan, giving specific details as to what type of GI was desired in each location; and what first steps should be taken to explore the opportunities.
14 residents attended the second workshop, 9 from Whipsnade and 5 from Kensworth. The low turnout was again questioned and one
attendee produced a ‘Shape your Future’ newsletter/ consultation document relating to Growth in Luton and South Beds. A map within the
document indicated that no built development was planned for the area around Whipsnade and Kensworth and attendees felt their fellow local
residents had been ‘lulled into a false sense of security’ by this map. It was only after this event that BRCC staff were formally made aware of
this document – previous knowledge would have been beneficial both in advertising and running the workshops.
Attendees at the second workshop supported all of the proposals made at the first workshop and made a few additions.
The breakdown of workshop attendees by gender/ estimated age is:
(From Kensworth only, combining both workshops)
Age group

Male

Female

30 - 45
45 - 65
65+

1
3
2

0
2
2

Following the second workshop, the revised GI Map and associated Draft Action Plan were again taken to the BRMC and digitised. These have
now been sent to a Parish Council representative to check the information captured was is an accurate reflection of the event and the
community’s input.
The final GI Plan and Action Plan will then be sent to the Parish Council with a request for them to consider leading on implementing some of
the identified actions and to meet with BRCC to discuss taking the Plan forward.

Action Plan

Feature & Location

Proposed Enhancement/ Action

Ai

FP2

Aii

In vicinity of B4540/
Whipsnade Heath, to link
Whipsnade
and
Kensworth
(possibly
including FP13 and FP6)
Along
south
east
boundary of Whipsnade
heath & Heath Wood to
link Dunstable Road and
B4540
Behind Merlin Fm and
Old Greenend Fm to link
the SW end of FP6 to
FP16/ FP8
FP3

Upgrade Public Footpaths to cycleway/ bridleway
• Discuss proposal with landowner
• Inform BCC RoW Officers of proposal and seek support
Create new footpath/ cycleway on or near line of historic path, with appropriate upgrading of
existing footpath lengths.
• Discuss proposal with landowner
• Inform BCC RoW Officers of proposal and seek support
• Submit funding applications
Create new access route - cycleway/ bridleway
• Identify land owner and seek to discuss proposal
• Inform BCC RoW Officers of proposal and seek support

B

C

D
E
F

G
H

I
J

K
L
M

N

Create new access route – footpath
• Identify land owner and seek to discuss proposal
• Inform BCC RoW Officers of proposal and seek support

Enhance existing Public Footpath
• Inform BCC RoW Officer of desire to improve path by widening and surfacing
Land to southeast of Create chalk grassland/ wildflower meadows
Dove House Fm
• Identify land owner and seek to discuss proposal
Land
to
north
of Create woodland
Buckwood Lane / west of • Identify land owner(s) and seek to discuss proposal
Dovehouse Lane/ south
of Kensworth Common
Playing Field off The Extend recreation ground and plant/ manage nature areas
Chilterns
• Identify land owner(s) and seek to discuss proposal
Land to north of 100-124 Plant a Community Woodland
Common Road (either • Identify land owner(s) and seek to discuss proposal
side of FP3)
• Discuss proposal with PC re desire for such a community asset.
Land to west of Clay Hall Provide new allotments
Road/ south of existing • Discuss with PC and developer of new sheltered housing.
allotments
Junction of FP4/ FP5
Install bench/ information board at viewpoint
and also at
• Identify land owners and seek to discuss proposal
Junction of FP7/ FP8
• Inform BCC RoW Officers of proposal
Parcels of land (8+)
forming fringe around
Kensworth Quarry
Land north of main
village and south of
Kensworth Quarry
Land north of St Mary’s
Church and land east of
Beech Road/ west of
FP3
Kensworth Common

Create buffer strip
• Identify organisation willing to develop proposals.
Identify land owners and seek to discuss proposal
Preserve existing sensitive landscape
Create chalk grassland/ wildflower meadows to protect setting of old village
• Identify land owners and seek to discuss proposal
Plant Community Orchard
• Identify land owners and seek to discuss proposal
• Investigate status of Common and permissible uses. If not permitted use, seek for orchard
as part of E, G or H

Note
Ai = ‘A’ at east side of parish (FP2)
Aii – ‘A’ at west side of parish
NB the Actions identified in this Action Plan are initial actions, to explore the possibility of implementing the aspirations. More detailed actions
and ‘next-steps’ will be developed for each site/ area following the results of the initial actions.

Contents
Green Infrastructure can be defined as ‘the sub-regional network of protected sites, nature reserves, greenspaces and greenway linkages. The
linkages include river corridors and flood plains, migration routes and features of the landscape, which are of importance as wildlife corridors.
Green infrastructure should provide for multi-functional uses i.e., wildlife, recreational and cultural experience, as well as delivering ecological
services’ (Biodiversity by Design: A guide for sustainable communities, TCPA, 2004).

1) Context Map

2) Biodiversity Map
This map shows the locations of County Wildlife Sites (CWSs) and Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) within the parish of Kensworth. A
CWS is a site that has been recognized as important for wildlife when assessed against a set of criteria. The selection guidelines consider
aspects of the site such as size, diversity, rarity, fragility, typicalness and recorded history. Designation as a CWS does not confer protection on
the site, or right of access, however for any significant change of land use the planning authorities will expect the wildlife interest to be taken into
account alongside other normal planning considerations. Local conservation organisations may comment on planning applications that could
affect a CWS. SSSIs are the country’s best wildlife and geological sites. English Nature must be consulted if anyone wishes to carry out work
that may damage a SSSI. This requirement applies to operations within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI that may affect the features
of interest. There are no Local Nature Reserves or Roadside Nature Reserves within the parish.
Only designated sites are shown, although there may be other sites within the parish which are important for wildlife. Green infrastructure
planning can help to link or buffer existing wildlife sites, providing them with increased protection from harmful activities and making their wildlife
populations more sustainable. If you would like further information or advice about the wildlife in your parish, please contact either
Bedfordshire’s County Ecologist (Tel: 01234 228066 or Email: john.comont@bedscc.gov.uk) or The Wildlife Trust (Tel: 01234 364213 or Email:
Bedfordshire@wildlifebcnp.org). The Bedfordshire and Luton Biodiversity Recording and Monitoring Centre (BRMC) has a wealth of records
about the species seen in your parish and is beginning to compile habitat data. If you would like to access this resources please contact them
(Tel: 01234 355435 or Email: brmc@bedsbionet.org.uk).

3) Landscape Map
The landscape map shows the position of contours within your parish. It also has the areas at risk from a 1% chance flood from a river marked.
Contours and flood zones can be useful when creating green infrastructure corridors. Kensworth is within the Chilterns Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB).

4) Historic Map
A variety of historic sites are shown on this map. Integrating these sites into green infrastructure plans can help to preserve parish history. The
numbers next to most of the site boundaries represent locations in the Historic Environment Record (HER), which is kept at County Hall in
Bedford. The table on the following page gives a brief summary of each numbered site; more details are available from the HER, along with
historic maps of your parish. Due to the scale of this map only Listed Buildings are shown, however, there are many other historically important
buildings recorded. For advice or further information about historic areas in your parish please contact the Historic Environment Information
Officer at Bedfordshire County Council (Tel: 01234 228 072 or Email: Stephen.coleman@bedscc.gov.uk).

Table of Historic Environment Record numbers
Number
104
105
107
276
353
633
792
1458
1463
1523
2009
2029
2030
2038
2703
3173
3453
4437
5145
5146
5508
6738
6821
6822
7095
8916
10025
11200
11211
11213
12149
12711

Feature
Roman Coin Hoard, Shepherd’s Bush
Roman Inscribed Stones
Roman Finds, Kensworth Common
‘British Trackway’
Icknield Way
Palaeolithic Flakes
Anglo-Saxon Pottery
Belgic Occupation
Paleolithic Floors, south of Kensworth
Common
Donkey Wheel, Isle of Wight Farm
Neolithic Axe
Neolithic Axes, east of Church End
Neolithic Axe
Roman Finds, Dunstable Downs
‘Agger’, Watling Street, south of Packhorse Inn
Windmill
Lynchets, south of Dunstable
?Moat
‘Agger’, Watling Street, east of Kensworth
House
‘Agger’, Watling Street, south of Lodge Farm
Watling Street
Brick Kiln, Clay Hill
Brick Kiln
Clay Pits
Brickfield by Bleak Hall
St. Mary’s Parish Churchyard
Beaker Burial, Golf Club, Dunstable Downs
Landpark Wood
Telegraph Signalling Station, Dunstable
Downs
Robertson Memorial
Neolithic Celt, Dunstable Downs
Bury Farm
Palaeolithic Flakes, near Clay Hall

13560

Number
13575
13576
13577
13579
13580
13581
13582
13826
13827
13829
13870
13903
13904
13905
13907
14077
14096
14097
14098
14099
14106
14107
15122
15874
16081
16250
16251
16252

16255
16256
16257

Palaeolithic Flakes, Lynch Hill
16259
Palaeolithic Flakes, south-east of Gorse
13562
13570

Public stone, sand, gravel and chalk pit, east of Golf Club
House
Landscaped Grounds, Kensworth House
Brick and Limekilns, east of Kensworth Gorse
Lime works and quarry
Kensworth Quarry
Gravel pit, Lynch Hill
Neolithic Axes
Hollows, east of Church End
Kensworth Green
Cropmarks/Soilmarks, Kensworth Common
Soilmark, north-west of Lodge Farm
Linear Cropmarks, east of Kensworth Lynch
Circular Cropmarks, south-west of Lodge Farm
Lynchet, Codlings Bank
Medieval Finds, A5
Neolithic/Bronze age flints, Kensworth Quarry
Bronze age & burnt flint scatter, south of Kensworth
Flint scatter, north of Kensworth
Quern Fragments, north of Kensworth
Flint scatter, north-east of Lodge Farm, Dunstable

16253

16258

13561

Feature
Neolithic Axe, north-east of Golf Club House
Neolithic Axe, Mount Pleasant
Neolithic Axe
Lynchet, south-west of Church End
Lynchets, Kensworth Quarry
Lynchets, south-west of Kensworth Quarry
Windmill, Church End
Public stone, sand and gravel pit, north side of Lynch Hill
Public stone, sand and gravel pit, south side of Lynch Hill

16260

Neolithic/Bronze age flint scatter, east of Church End
Cottage
Roman Pottery, Robertson Corner
Peg tile scatter
Mesolithic/Prehistoric/Iron age/Roman finds, west of
Church End
Neolithic/Bronze age flints & roman finds, north of
Kensworth Church End
Neolithic/Bronze Age & Roman finds, north-east of
Church End

Neolithic Implements, Mount Pleasant

5) Open Space, Access and Recreation Map
This map shows the positions of open spaces (e.g. golf courses, recreation grounds or school playing fields) within your parish. Not all of them
are accessible to the public. Rights of Way are key to providing access to open spaces within green infrastructure plans. Barriers, such as
motorways and railways, are highlighted on the map to emphasize crossing points where sections of green infrastructure could be linked.

A Chalk Arc Initiative funded project.
Consultation and document preparation
undertaken by Beds RCC.

